40 FRIDAY Juy 22 1994 & The Birmingham Post
Leading Corporate ‘ Leading Corporate
Finance Advisers Finance Advisers
=l ERNST &YOUNG Sl ERNST & YOUNG

The wooden touch hits cricketers for six

By PHILIP WILLIAMS
Business Staff

Chris Hext-Farrant’s business
style is a touch wooden.

He is fixed in his ideas, un-
willing to change and he dis-
likes ma

But as a cncket bat maker for
30 years, his stubbornness is
music to the ears of the players
for whom he crafts an old-fash-
ioned, hand-made product.

The former County bat maker
has set up his own business in
Shropshire.

And while he no longer
makes for the likes of Geoffrey
Boycott, Clive Lloyd, John Ed-
rich and Warwickshire’s Andy
Moles, as he did in the past, he
hopes to add more sponsorship
deals to the one he has with

Middlesex all-rounder Mark
Feltham to bring more interest
in his bats.

“I really need some promo-
tion to push_the business for-
ward,” he said at his business
in Wem near Shrewsbury, yes-
terday.

Trained at the now defunct
Ben Warsop bat making busi-
ness near Lord’s, he spent
nearly 20 years at the Hunting-
don company County, which
makes a lot of bats for first-
class players.

Finally  disenchanted, 18
months ago he struck out on
his own and decided to settle
in his wife’s Shropshire home
town.

“Mechanisation spoiled it for
me. I was disillusioned with
the way the big bat makers
made bats,” he said.

He ploughed all his savings of
more than £10,000 into the
new one-man business — the
Premier Cricket Bat Company
— and set up shop.in part of
the former Wem Ales brewery
in the centre of the town.

“I thought it would be a nice
place to work in. It's in the
middle of an area where there
isn’ dl another bat maker,” he
said.

“I make what I like to think
is the Rolls-Royce of cricket
bats. I don’t make a separate
charge to get the best ﬁmsh I
get my satisfaction knowing I
have made the best bat avail-
able,” he said.

He buys all_his willow from
growers in Essex and won’t
use, in his eyes, inferior foreign

wood. Nor will he use a piece
that isn’t thoroughly air dried

or less than 30 years old.
“Many of the big companies
are usm? wood that is only 15
years old. The quality isn’t
there,” he said.

The whole process is done b;
hand, except the cutting of the
V for the splice. He abhors. the
bleaching of blades which is
now a technique of bigger man-
ufacturers “to disguise a multi-
tude of sins”.

He insists it shortens the life
of the wood and is suspicious
of the trend towards heavier
bats.

“Some of things Eeople use
these days must pick up like a
railway sleeper,” he sai

He says he tries hard to

aich the grélu of the willow
to !lle individual.

His bats for Boycott weighed
just 2.40z and used narrow-

ined wood to match the
player’s stroke-making style.

Powerful Merv Hughes
kers” need a weapon with
broader grain, he says, but the
willow should always be from
the bottom of the tree where
the grain is most dense.

Mr Hext-Farrant hopes to be
able to push his output up
from 10-12 bats a week to
about five a day but says qual-
ity must not suffer. He doesn’t
supply shops and the bat
should last four to five seasons
with regular care, including a
minimum  of three weeks
knockmg in.

His prices are not outrageous,
given the sums paid for the
mass-} produced llem

A ier bat in
aboul 2120, at the top of lhe
range.

“ton-

Hand-crafted: Mr Chris Hext-Farrant shows one of his bats to
NatWest's Wem manager Mr John Styles.
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A Midland manufacturer being
showered with new demand has
tumed on all the production
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ham, in September,” said Mr
1aw.
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mpany
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Despite the concentration on
pmdumon the eompuny is well
ahead development plans
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Cosworth
gives full
throttle to
£3m centre

Rw cngme col y Cos-

ng eetr.llt's plans

m build a new £3 million test

centre at its ampton
headquarters.

The eenlre. ﬂPemlon-l in Oc-
tober next
Cosworth,
ter castings foundry. at the
l‘ordmn of engine develop-

"It wil providing exhaust and
drive testing facilities impor-
tant to the development of
products meeting ever-clunun;
regulations, said the compan!

!hNew rolling roads will ennble

e company to run prototypes
thm'ugh -n); driving oondn:_nons
in temperatures from
40 egtees 1o 4300 =

Powerful equipment will al-
low Cosworth to_increase
consumption, while slashing ex-
haust emissions.

The aim of the facility is to
enable Cosworth customers to
cut the time taken to develop
new vehicles and to improve
the oveull efficiency of engine

Mr Rob Oldaker, Cosworth
director of engine engineering,
said it was an’exciting new in-
vestment for the com|

ties in the industry and will al-
low us to meet the demandi

g schedules requis
y many of our clients.

“We have the rtu-
nity to further expand our

worldwide customer base for
vehicle  powertrain develnp-

Finishing touch: Mr-Mike Painter with his statue in St Werburgh's Church.

Bridgeman has designs on religion
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The stunning new Audi A6 is fitted with one of the world's most
sophisticated engine management systems. It constantly
monitors over 40 different engine functions and controls fuel
and air intake, ignition, temperature and emissions. Ensuring the
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