for tyre plant

By CLINTON MANNING
SP TYRES is preparing to
pump more than £8mil-
lion into its Birmingham
factory, it was revealed

Yet output has soared by two-

thirds to more than 70,000 car,

van and truck tyres a week.

And an annual loss of £20m
was turned into a post-tax profit
of £3.7m in 1988.
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Bosses to
learn how
to manage

MANAGERS can
learn a lesson or two in
man-management at a
workshop in Birming-
ham next month. .
The Employee Mis-
conduct and Poor Per-

formance roadshow
will be at the Strathal-
lan Thistle Hotel, Hag-

FORMER oil company
well on the road to
rental business — from
ham
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make news contact

S CLINTON MANNING,
Mail's Business g€difer, on
021-236-3364, @xt 286.
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lawyer Bolton Agnew is
Britain's biggest car
a Portakabin in Birming-

today. The “m‘.‘ includes £16m on | jey Road, on March 21. Practical Car and Van Hire is based on a Bristol
The investment, in the latest new moulds at Fort Dunlop, Profit oted Street site that looks distinctly unimposing. .
equipment for raw ma- much of it to help boost US sales. M But the financial track record of the five-year-old -
':on n:loo':h‘ t‘.n 1.: d:el .m-: Benefits WEST ““'“"W.e company is far more impressive. WMR BOLTON AGNEW
0 snooker hall frm Rex Mr Agnew started the -
before the end of the year. ple of years, was vital if the firm And another £6m was spent in | Willlams Is pocketing | ‘Rent a wreck' business
And it will take the total in- was to improve the quality of its the past 12 months on new ma- | ™ than with a Canadian part- H
vested past £100m since the firm  products pace with ri-  chines for making truck tyres. | irom the sale of its ner ‘and 1 Ford Gorti I n I
- ’ "al;m -y HNI,L ed in 1984 b;,om., of the big benefits of m-:"m' e n"l"l.ne firm borrowed a
m Tyres was form ng Japanese owned is that we N
when the giant J corpo- can take a far r-term view | Plumb deal North American idea, =
e ey enae BRESTEEED SRRATEWE W V. R S trade drive
said it marked a 's ment,” ywood. M J
r milestone the - tyre business. based Plumb tracts | cut the giants of the
:Iyﬁodevelopment il ’ll employs about 2,500 toda m-sk':r} ha mlmmm Ijt“:: were on song loday | rental world
. Yy 8 Y- with & £2 million con- | “we wanted to offer | THE re-shaped Reliant Group Is preparing for a
He said the which with 15,000 in Dunlop’s |00Hl.3‘ 20 to 30 years down the | ¢racq to fit out the con- | ype image and back- big drive into the US.
will be'spread over the next cou- hey&y. road. rt hall at the Interna- | of people like Avis, b,“,‘: Tamworth firm has won an order for 1,000 of
the prices of ‘Joe's its restyled SST Scimitar sports cars.
Cars' The company, which was taken over by owners of
ars’, said Mr Agnew.
- the Wiseoak buillding group last year, has also
0":‘1 ‘n‘w r::::!h:: pre-sold 4,500 Reliant Metrocabs.
°P'n ."‘u r°' o started | The mew-look group'’s industrial division made a
ek A eas and now | Bre-tax loss of £300,000 in the year to the end of
'l: have nearly 3,000 ve- September but figures released today show the
Down 80 cents to hicles on offer through group’s property division made £3.3 million in the
416.95 dollars an ounce. the takeover by US tele- | 1 "0 % same period, leaving the company £1.9 million in
comm ons
Mr Agnew was work-
ATAT lnst year. ing for Shell Oil in Can-
ada when he decided to
switch careers and re-
Grou turn to the UK.
Roils Royce Practical has reached
wesang [TV (] | sales of £7 million.
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