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This Document…….. 

 
We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 
happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 
organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 
for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 
contents of that document. 
 
This document represents the index for the ”Through The Decades” document which gives 
an overall view by decade of Redditch 1900 - 2009. 
 
These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 
reading about Redditch history, an opportunity to see what topics have been included in the 
detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 
 
The detailed documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events 
organised by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles - 1 
News of Redditch in the 1900s 

(Document January 1900 – December 1909) 
 

Contents 
 
Football – Leamington Town v Redditch Excelsior - 1900 6 
 
The event of the year, - from the children’s point of view – took place when the scholars 
attending Lord Windsor’s School responded to the kindest of invitations “to take tea with 
Lady Windsor at Hewell Grange.” – January 1900 7 
 
The total income of the Smallwood Hospital for the past year amounted to £716. – February 
1900 7 
 
Redditch Memorial asking the Midland Railway Company to provide a double line from 
Redditch to Barnt Green. – March 1900 8 
 
Advert for the Royal Enfield Bicycles – April 1900 8 
 
Barrel of Beer Missing – April 1900 9 
 
Accident –Messrs. Eadie Smith and Edmunds of Redditch. – August 1900 10 
 
For sale in Adelaide Street - the property formerly used as the Primitive Methodist Chapel but 
latterly at the Technical Schools. – August 1900 10 
 
Midland Candidatures – September 1900 11 
 
Mr Austin Chamberlain M.P., Junior Lord of the Admiralty, at Redditch. – September 1900
 12 
 
Hospital Committee – November 1900 13 
 
The annual dinner and distribution of prizes in connection with the Redditch Angling Club. – 
November 1900 14 
 
Took Poison – December 1900 15 
 
Train Service – Efforts have lately been set on foot to obtain an improved railway service to 
Redditch from Stratford, Evesham, and other towns. – December 1900 15 
 
Choral Society – December 1900 16 
 
Death of Mr W. Smallwood – January 1901 17 
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At the Police Court, on Wednesday morning the Chairman (Mr W. H. Yeomans) referred to 
the death of the Queen. – January 1901 18 
 
At the churches here on Sunday special reference was made to the late Queen. – February 
1901 18 
 
Three memorial services – February 1901 18 
 
Nursing Association – April 1901 19 
 
Burial Board – April 1901 20 
 
Choral Society – April 1901 20 
 
Primitive Methodist Church – The organ at this place of worship was re-opened after having 
been closed for several weeks during which time it has been repaired. – April 1901 21 
 
The Manufacture of Ice-Cream – July 1901 22 
 
Alarming accident at Birmingham Station – Express dashes into the Redditch passenger train 
standing in the station. – September 1901 23 
 
District Council – Medical Officer of Health reported three cases of diphtheria. - November 
1901 24 
 
High rate of infantile mortality in the town – December 1901 24 
 
During the last few days Mr J. F. Milward, J.P., of Southmead, 25 
 
English Fish hooks – December 1901 25 
 
Another Trap Accident – December 1901 25 
 
Death in a Police Court – January 1902 26 
 
A facetious prisoner - February 1902 26 
 
Redditch has now practically a monopoly of world’s orders for needles and fishing tackle. – 
April 1902 27 
 
Strange Charge of Murder – May 1902 28 
 
The Redditch Tragedy – Verdict of Wilful Murder – May 1902 29 
 
The Redditch Tragedy – Sentence of Death – June 1902 29 
 
Redditch Murder – Execution at Worcester – July 1902 30 
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Action – Abel Morrall Ltd v T. Hessin and Company – August 1902 31 
 
Mr Austen Chamberlain at Redditch – November 1902 32 
 
Trap Accident at Redditch – November 1902 33 
 
Curious Shooting Affair at Redditch – A great sensation was created in Redditch by a curious 
shooting case which occurred in Prospect Road. – December 1902 34 
 
Joseph Mills, workman, was severely burnt, at Redditch Gas Works. – February 1903 35 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Ivites tenders for making and sewering a new new road on 
the Mayfield’s Estate, Mount Pleasant. – June 1903 35 
 
Redditch Raid – “No Betting, No Trade” – August 1903 36 
 
Narrow Escape of Children – January 1904 37 
 
A serious accident befell Miss Dolben, of Ipsley Rectory – January 1904 38 
 
Eadie Manufacturing Company – April 1904 38 
 
The Cycle Hands Strike – September 1904 39 
 
Cycle Hands Strike – A new development in connection with the Redditch Strike. – September 
1904 40 
 
Dedication of the new porch to St George’s Church, Redditch as a memorial of the late 
Colonel Victor Milward, MP. – October 1904 41 
 
Dedication of the new porch to St George’s Church, Redditch as a memorial of the late 
Colonel Victor Milward, MP. – October 1904 continued 42 
 
A Real Testimonial – February 1905 42 
 
Cycle Agents who are desirous of taking up a good line of motor-cars would be well advised 
to put themselves in communication with the Enfield Cycle Co., of Redditch. – March 1905
 43 
 
The Two-Speed Gear for Bicycles – April 1905 44 
 
The Boom in the Cycle Trade – May 1905 44 
 
A Big Cycle Outing – Favoured with glorious weather, the first invitation staff outing of the 
Eadie Manufacturing and Enfield Cycle Companies held recently was a brilliant success. – 
August 1905 45 
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Enfield Co. – Ninth annual meeting of the shareholders of the Enfield Cycle Company, 
Redditch. – October 1905 46 
 
The coming of age of Viscount Windsor – January 1906 46 
 
The warming and ventilation of the large new factory for the Eadie Manufacturing Company 
Limited at Redditch has been placed with the Sutcliffe Ventilating and Drying Company Ltd. – 
May 1906 47 
 
Mr Keir Hardie and Zulus – July 1906 48 
 
Cycle Amalgamation – Birmingham Small Arms Co. and the Eadie Manufacturing Co., 
Redditch. – February 1907 48 
 
Mr Charles Duncan, M.P., said the country was face to face with the great power of the 
forces of capital. – February 1907 49 
Story of Persecution – At Redditch yesterday Rhoda Smith, a factory hand, was charged with 
the attempted murder of David Brazil. – March 1907 50 
 
Signalman’s Wild Frenzy – April 1907 51 
 
Pathetic Case from Redditch – Exasperated Girl’s Revenge – June 1907 52 
 
Outbreak of Anthrax near Redditch – September 1907 53 
 
Absolutism – December 1909 54 
 
Acknowledgements 55 
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News of Redditch in 1910s 
(Document January 1910 – December 1919) 

 
Contents 
 
The most striking exhibit at the forthcoming show of the Arts and Crafts Society at the New 
Gallery will be a bedstead which Lady Plymouth has designed at Redditch. – January 1910
 14 
 
Accident to Buckley of Aston Villa – January 1910 14 
 
Lord Windsor’s Coming of Age – February 1910 15 
 
Lady and Vicar – Parishioners curious conduct – November 1910 16 
 
Royal Enfield – November 1910 17 
 
Frank Buckley, centre half Derby County – May 1912 17 
 
Charge Against Footballer Dismissed – September 1912 18 
 
Mr Austin Chamberlain to address his constituents at Redditch. – January 1913 19 
 
Advert from H. Milward & Sons, Ltd. – February 1913 19 
 
Heroes Decorated by the King – August 1913 20 
 
Midland Flying Competition – August 1913 20 
 
Midland Flying Race – The race between the well-known aviators, Mr B. C. Hucks and Mr 
Gustav Hamel, over an eighty mile course around Birmingham. – August 1913 21 
 
The Midland Air Race – September 1913 22 
 
The Railway Strike in Birmingham – September 1913 23 
 
Herbert Terry and Sons – The company has been registered with the capital of £60,000 in 
£10 shares, to take over the business of spring manufacturers and dealers in metallic and 
other novelties carried on at ‘Novelty Works’ Redditch. – September 1913 24 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – October 1913 24 
 
Mr F. H. Jocelyne, manager of the Redditch branch of the Metropolitan Bank of England and 
Wales, is about to retire. – October 1913 25 
 
Theatrical License – October 1913 25 
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Peculiar Accident Near Foxlydiate – Cyclist upset by a goose – October 1913 26 
 
Application for a license for a portable theatre at the Royal Hotel refused. – October 1913
 27 
 
Application for a license for a portable theatre at the Royal Hotel refused. – October 1913 
continued 28 
 
Narrow Escape at Redditch Railway Station – October 1913 29 
 
St Stephen’s Church – During the week St Stephen’s Church has been beautified by the 
addition of a three-light stained glass window at the north end. – October 1913 30 
 
Golf – Duncan again beats Open Champion – October 1913 30 
 
The Tardebigge Players – “Sir Thomas More” – November 1913 31 
 
New Golf Course at Redditch – November 1913 32 
 
Stage Plays – November 1913 33 
 
Picture House License – November 1913 33 
 
The Factory Act – November 1913 34 
 
Application for Cinema and Stage Play Permit – November 1913 35 
 
A Disastrous fire at the factory of Messrs Guillaume Ltd., fishing tackle manufacturers, Clive 
Road. – December 1913 36 
 
Picture Show:  Objection to Exhibition on Christmas Day – December 1913 37 
 
Redditch Factory Fire – December 1913 38 
 
Redditch and Railway Facilities – Manufacturers’ Protests – January 1914 39 
 
The Christmas Season passed off quietly but none the less enjoyably. – January 1914 40 
 
The Countess of Plymouth’s School Treat – January 1914 41 
 
Application was made by Mr George Thomas for a transfer – February 1914 42 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – February 1914 42 
 
Education Committee – At a meeting of the Redditch District Education Committee, on Friday 
in last week, Alderman G. W. Hobson, presiding, it was reported that a large number of 
children had been absent from school through sickness. – February 1914 43 
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The Nineteenth Annual Report and statement of accounts of the Board of Management of 
the Smallwood Hospital. – February 1914 44 
 
Smallwood Hospital – February 1914 45 
 
Shop Hours Act: Tradesmen fined. – March 1914 46 
 
Overcrowded Cottages – March 1914 47 
 
Headless Cross Wesleyans’ Scheme – A school for developing Sunday school work has been 
undertaken by the Wesleyan Methodists of Headless Cross. – April 1914 48 
 
Redditch Telephone Dispute – The Birmingham Private Telephone (New System) Company, 
Limited, sued Herbert Terry and Sons, Novelty Works, Redditch. – April 1914 49 
 
Picture Shows on Good Friday – Mr J. Treadgold on behalf of the proprietors of Treadgold’s 
Picture House. – April 1914 50 
 
Death of the Rev. S. Baber – Rector of Headless Cross – April 1914 51 
 
New Co-operative Stores – April 1914 52 
 
Eastertide – April 1914 52 
 
Valuable Freehold Properties, Redditch, Studley and Headless Cross – April 1914 53 
 
New Redditch Rector –St Luke’s, Headless Cross - May 1914 54 
 
Redditch Road and Path Club, amateur athletic sports – May 1914 54 
 
Aviation Fiasco – June 1914 55 
 
Petty Sessions – June 1914 55 
 
District Education Committee – Reference was made to the question of school 
accommodation at Headless Cross. – June 1914 56 
 
Application for Redditch Electricity Scheme – July 1914 57 
 
A flash of lightning struck the highest point of the building of the Enfield Cycle Company 
works in Hewell Road, Redditch. – July 1914 58 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – July 1914 58 
 
Voluntary Aid Work - The annual inspection of the Redditch (Women’s) Voluntary Aid 
Detachment – July 1914 59 
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“Not Fit for Pigs” – Complaints of Redditch Slums Denied – July 1914 60 
 
Representative of the Redditch East electoral division – July 1914 61 
 
Details of the 1911 census – July 1914 62 
 
Redditch Fruit – Heavily-Laden Trees Yield Good Crops – July 1914 63 
 
Valuable Freehold Properties – July 1914 64 
 
Thefts by Redditch Children – Vicar suggests removal from home influence – July 1914 65 
Serious Accident at Sunday School Treat – August 1914 66 
 
Children’s Court – August 1914 66 
 
3,000 Rifles a Week – August 1914 67 
 
The Public Hall – August 1914 68 
 
Sale Fixtures - Sept 9th – Yew Tree House, Astwood Bank – August 1914 68 
 
Yew Tree House, Astwood Bank – August 1914 69 
 
To Sell by Auction the Household Furniture of Yew Tree House – August 1914 70 
 
The Birmingham Small Arms Company Ltd. – September 1914 71 
 
Exciting Scene At Redditch - A Charge of Attempted Murder – September 1914 72 
 
Exciting Scene At Redditch - A Charge of Attempted Murder – September 1914 continued  
 73 
 
Attempted Murder – George Henry Harbon, music teacher and pianoforte and organ tuner, 
of 36 Oakley Road was charged with attempting to murder Police-constable Britten and Mrs 
Gertrude Ellen Chatterley, by shooting them with a revolver. – September 1914 74 
 
Attempted Murder – George Henry Harbon, music teacher and pianoforte and organ tuner, 
of 36 Oakley Road was charged with attempting to murder Police-constable Britten and Mrs 
Gertrude Ellen Chatterley, by shooting them with a revolver. – September 1914 continued
 75 
 
Attempted Murder – George Henry Harbon, music teacher and pianoforte and organ tuner, 
of 36 Oakley Road was charged with attempting to murder Police-constable Britten and Mrs 
Gertrude Ellen Chatterley, by shooting them with a revolver. – September 1914 continued
 76 
 
District Education Committee:  Employment of Children – September 1914 77 
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District Education Committee:  Employment of Children – September 1914 continued 78 
 
United Methodist Church – September 1914 79 
 
The sale of Livestock at Charity Farm, Astwood Bank – October 1914 80 
 
Worcestershire County Licensing Committee – October 1914 81 
 
Petty Sessions – Wednesday – October 1914 81 
 
Shooting Case – October 1914 82 
 
The Bank of England yesterday issued specimens of the new and approved £1 note, which 
will come into public circulation today. – October 1914 82 
 
The River Arrow – Alleged Pollution by Redditch Works – October 1914 83 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – October 1914 83 
 
Stopped the Service – Woman’s conduct in village church. – November 1914 84 
 
Stopped the Service – Woman’s conduct in village church. – November 1914 continued 
 85 
 
Wounded Soldiers at Tardebigge - Tardebigge Village Hall as a hospital. – November 1914
 86 
 
Wounded Soldiers at Tardebigge - Tardebigge Village Hall as a hospital – November 1914 
continued 87 
 
Wounded Soldiers at Tardebigge - Tardebigge Village Hall as a hospital – November 1914 
continued 88 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – November 1914 89 
 
Redditch Aviation Fiasco – November 1914 90 
 
The Yuletide festival – January 1915 91 
 
Alleged Concealment of Birth – Mother committed for trial. – January 1915 92 
Mother Bound Over –Rose Edith Whitford, aged 38, fishing tackle maker of 84 Oakley Road, 
Redditch, pleaded guilty to concealing the birth of a female child. - January 1915 93 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – February 1915 93 
 
Miss Truslove, who has for several years been matron of the Smallwood Hospital, Redditch 
left on Tuesday to take up hospital work at the front. – February 1915 94 
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The twentieth annual meeting of the governors of the Smallwood Hospital – February 1915
 95 
 
The twentieth annual meeting of the governors of the Smallwood Hospital. – February 1915 
continued 96 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – March 1915 97 
 
Redditch Cricket and the War – Friendly matches to be played. – March 1915 98 
 
Cinematograph show – March 1915 99 
 
Mrs Huins to take up military nursing duties in France – March 1915 99 
 
Theatrical Matters – March 1915 99 
 
Spotted Fever at Redditch – April 1915 100 
 
The Torpedoing of the Lusitania - Headless Cross Gentleman Missing – May 1915 101 
 
Church Parade – May 1915 102 
 
Shakespeare Brewery, Evesham Street, Redditch – Clear out sale of five quarter brewing 
plant and effects. – May 1915 103 
 
Fire at a Factory 104 
 
The annual festival promoted by the Redditch Temperance Society and the various Bands of 
Hope took place at Redditch. – May 1915 104 
Tardebigge Hospital (V.A.D.) In the grounds of the Village Hall, on Saturday the Redditch 
Madrigal and Male Voice Choirs gave a concert for the benefit of the wounded soldiers. – 
June 1915 105 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – June 1915 105 
 
Neglecting to send their children to school – June 1915 106 
 
To Builders and Contractors – For sale, as a going concern, the business of a builder and 
contractor carried out for many years past by George Huins and Son, Lodge Road, Redditch. 
– June 1915 107 
 
Fire Caused by Lightning – A Girl Injured - Two horses killed in a field at Abbots Morton and 
the Redditch Rifle Corps. Who were holding their first week-end camp in Beoley Park, will not 
readily forget their experience. – July 1915 108 
 
Headless Cross School Accommodation – July 1915 109 
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Trade Union Rally - The Cost of Living – A largely attended trade union rally, promoted by the 
Redditch Trades Council, took place at the Palace Theatre on Sunday night. – August 1915
 110 
 
The Redditch Urban District Council – Cost of treatment of infectious disease. – September 
1915 111 
 
Sale on Friday September 24th 1915 – Upper Grinsty Farm, Walkwood, Headless Cross 112 
 
A Dishonoured Cheque – Redditch Lady’s Action Against a Bristol Director – September 1915
 113 
 
Schools Closed for Diphtheria – October 1915 114 
 
Schools Closed for Diphtheria – October 1915 continued 115 
 
Licenses – November 1915 116 
 
Sale on Monday – November 29th 1915 – Easemore Mews, Redditch 116 
 
Canon Newton, Holmwood, Redditch slipped on a slide on the footpath, fracturing one of the 
bones of the forearm. – December 1915 117 
 
New Chaplans – Headless Cross and Astwood Bank Ministers – December 1915 117 
 
Licensing – December 1915 118 
 
Sobriety and Industry – December 1915 118 
 
Baptist Church – December 1915 119 
 
Inquests on Gale Victims – Redditch Youth killed by Falling Tree – December 1915 119 
 
Webheath – Entertainment – To aid the funds of the Church of England Waifs and Strays 
Society, and entertainment was given last week-end by the children attending the Sunday 
School connected with St Philip’s Church. – January 1916 120 
 
Redditch District Education Committee – Boy Labour on Farms – It was decided to refuse the 
application. – February 1916 121 
 
Smallwood Hospital – March 1916 122 
 
Redditch – Petty Sessions – March 1916 123 
 
Redditch Committee’s Protest Against child Labour. – March 1916 124 
 
Tardebigge – The V.A.D. Hospital – March 1916 124 
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A Youthful Performer – April 1916 125 
 
Cinematograph Performance – April 1916 126 
 
Theatrical License – May 1916 127 
 
Patrons of theatres, music halls, cinemas, concerts will be called upon to contribute the 
entertainment tax imposed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to help to meet the cost of 
the war. – May 1916 128 
 
Bostock’s Unrivalled Circus – May 1916 129 
 
To join the Navy – May 1916 130 
 
Theatrical Licenses – May 1916 130 
 
License – May 1916 131 
 
Sale on Monday and Tuesday – June 5th and 6th, 1916 – 11 Church Green East, Redditch 
 132 
 
Redditch School Closed – In consequence of the diphtheria epidemic at Redditch. – June 1916
 132 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Outbreak of Diphtheria – June 1916 133 
 
Redditch Trade Unionists – Proposed provision of headquarters. – June 1916 134 
 
Garden Party – A successful garden party was held at The Laurels, Redditch, on Saturday, in 
aid of Dr. Barnardo’s Homes. - 135 
 
Declaration Day 135 
 
Applications – August 1916 136 
 
Redditch Market Place – Business Premises, containing spacious shop and good basement. – 
September 1916 136 
 
Sale on Friday, October 6th, 1916 – Woodrow Farm Ipsley 137 
 
Congregational Church - The Rev. J. H. Jowett, D. D. of New York, who spent the weekend at 
Redditch, occupied the pulpit of the Congregational Church on Sunday morning. – September 
1916 137 
 
Builder’s Plant and Stock-In-Trade – Mr A. G. Avery (who is giving up the building trade, 
owing to ill-health) to Sell by Auction – September 1916 138 
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Sale at Woodrow Farm, Ipsley – to sell by auction the whole of the valuable live and dead 
farm stock. – September 1916 139 
Tardebigge – Entertaining the Wounded Soldiers – October 1916 140 
 
Tardebigge – Concert to Wounded Soldiers – October 1916 140 
 
Resignation of the Vicar of Redditch – October 1916 141 
 
Redditch to South Africa – The Vicar of Redditch (the Rev. A. Cardross Grant) has accepted an 
offer from the Bishop of Grahamstown, South Africa. – October 1916 142 
 
Tardebigge – The V.A.D. Hospital – November 1916 142 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – November 1916 142 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – November 1916 143 
 
Sale of Redditch Baptist Church – An Awkward Predicament – December 1916 144 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – December 1916 144 
 
Redditch Petty sessions – December 1916 145 
 
Gift to Redditch Secondary School – December 1916 145 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – January 1917 146 
 
Licensing 146 
 
Serious Factory Fire at Redditch – Brigade Hampered by Snow and Lack of Horses. – January 
1917 147 
 
New Vicar – January 1917 147 
 
Sale On – Saturday Next, January 20th, 1917 – Walkwood Road, Hunt End – To sell by 
auction a six year old New Milch Cow, 4 year old Cob, &c. 148 
 
The closing services in the present Baptist Church – January 1917 148 
 
Theatricals – January 1917 149 
Ipsley Court, Redditch – Dairy and Strong Store Cattle – March 1917 149 
 
Smallwood Hospital – March 1917 150 
 
Arrowdale Farm, Ipsley – Farm Stock and Agricultural Implements – March 1917 151 
 
A Scholarship to be known as “The Frederick Milward Scholarship” – March 1917 152 
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The Food Campaign – May 1917 153 
 
Empire Day Performance – May 1917 153 
 
Baby Week – July 1917 153 
 
The Salvation Army – On Sunday Redditch received a visit from Mrs Branwell Booth, wife of 
General Booth of the Salvation Army. – July 1917 154 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions 155 
 
Primitive Methodist Church – July 1917 155 
 
School Children and Knightwick Sanatorium – July 1917 155 
 
Urban District Council – August 1917 156 
 
New Company – Redditch Hosiery Needles – August 1917 156 
 
Serious Charge Against a Doctor – Committed for trial – September 1917 157 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – September 1917 158 
 
For Sale – Unicorn Hotel, Redditch – Estate of Mr Alfred Stinton, deceased – September 1917
 159 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – September 1917 160 
 
Tardebigge – Harvest Festival – October 1917 161 
Redditch Doctor Charged at Worcestershire Assizes – Case stopped and defendant acquitted. 
– October 1917 162 
 
Redditch Doctor Charged at Worcestershire Assizes – Case stopped and defendant acquitted. 
– October 1917 continued 163 
 
Death of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge. – October 1917 
 164 
 
Death of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge – October 1917 
continued 165 
 
Death of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge – October 1917 
continued 166 
 
The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge. – October 
1917 167 
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The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge. – October 
1917 continued 168 
 
The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge. – October 
1917 continued 169 
 
The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge. – October 
1917 continued 170 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – October 1917 171 
 
For Sale – Household Furniture – The Vicarage, Tardebigge – November 1917 172 
 
Tardebigge Vicarage – For Sale Household Furniture – Live Stock and Out-Door Effects – 
November 1917 173 
 
New Vicar of Tardebigge – December 1917 173 
 
The Rev. Edgar Todd, pastor of the Congregational Church – December 1917 174 
 
Y.M.C.A. Hut Fund – December 1917 174 
It was intimated that the Rev. Edgar Todd had received a call from the Congregational 
Church, Boscombe, and further that the invitation is receiving his consideration. – December 
1917 175 
 
Public Notices – December 1917 176 
 
Bosco’s Pictures Public Hall – “The Jaguar’s Claw” – December 1917 177 
 
Public Hall – Messrs Bosco screened an excellent holiday programme – December 1917 
 178 
 
Treadgold’s Picture House – “Fires of Conscience” – December 1917 179 
 
B.S.A. Works Redditch – Christmas Treat to the Children of Soldiers and Sailors. – January 
1918 180 
 
B.S.A. Works Redditch – Christmas Treat to the Children of Soldiers and Sailors. – January 
1918 continued 181 
 
At all the churches the day was observed as a day of thanksgiving and prayer. – January 
1918 181 
 
Congregational Church – Departure of Rev. E. Todd – January 1918 182 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – January 1918 182 
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Attendance at School the lowest on record. – January 1918 183 
 
Attendance at School the lowest on record. – January 1918 continued 184 
 
Proposed Communal Kitchen at Redditch. – January 1918 185 
 
Redditch Licensing Sessions – February 1918 186 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – March 1919 187 
 
Headless Cross – Fall of a Bakehouse – March 1918 187 
 
Damaging the Golf Course – March 1918 188 
 
Additional Allotments – April 1918 188 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – April 1918 189 
 
Bosco’s Pictures, Public Hall – Tank Week – Ann Pennington in “Little Soldier” – April 1918
 190 
 
Treadgold’s Picture House – “Justice” – April 1918 191 
 
Headless Cross Brotherhood – Wesleyan Church – April 1918 191 
 
United Methodist Church – April 1918 192 
 
Public Notices – April 1918 193 
 
Property Sale – April 1918 194 
 
By Direction of Albert Eadie Esq., - For Sale The Ipsley Estate – May 1918 195 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – May 1919 196 
 
Smallwood Hospital – June 1918 197 
 
Freehold Properties – June 1918 198 
 
Freehold Properties continued 199 
 
Headless Cross – Fire in a Wood - Brigade Unable to Obtain Horses. – July 1918 200 
 
The Rev. H. G. R. Wassell – July 1918 201 
 
Big Collections – July 1918 201 
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Charge of Child Murder at Redditch – July 1918 201 
 
Drumhead Service – July 1918 202 
 
Fire 202 
 
The Bench renewed the cinematograph license of the Public Hall for one year. – August 1918
 203 
 
Headless Cross - The Rev. J. A. A. Baker returning – September 1918 203 
 
Chapple Farm, Mappleboro’ Green – To sell by auction 13 dairy and store cattle. – 
September 1918 204 
 
Sale on Saturday Next – Valuable Live and Dead Farm Stock – Callow Hill, near Redditch – 
September 1918 205 
 
Important Sale of Attractive Freehold and Copyhold Properties – October 1918 206 
 
The Rev. J. M. Short, curate of St Stephen’s leaves Redditch this week to take up the duties of 
a chaplain to his Majesty’s Forces. – October 1918 207 
 
Many cases of serious illness are reported at Redditch from influenza. – October 1918 207 
 
Primitive Methodism – The chapel and schoolroom and premises of the primitive Methodists 
have recently been renovated. – November 1918 207 
 
Literary Institute:  Record Membership – November 1918 208 
 
Theatrical Licenses – November 1918 208 
 
Busy Redditch Doctors – The influenza epidemic at Redditch shows little sign of abating. – 
November 1918 208 
 
Redditch Garden City – November 1918 209 
 
Astwood Bank factories Closed – November 1918 210 
 
Redditch 2500 Cases – November 1918 210 
 
Influenza at Redditch – November 1918 211 
 
Petty Sessions – November 1918 211 
 
Webheath – In Memoriam – November 1918 212 
 
Toll at Redditch – December 1918 212 
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Illness of the Earl of Plymouth – December 1918 213 
 
Redditch – Christmas at the Churches – December 1918 214 
 
War Memorial – January 1919 215 
 
Redditch Housing Scheme – Council Propose to Make Their Own Bricks – January 1919  
 215 
 
Fire at Printing Works – January 1919 216 
 
Interesting Ceremony – On Friday in last week some 150 employees of the B.S.A. Works were 
the recipients of an address and medal each for long service in the employ of the Company. – 
February 1919 217 
 
Redditch District Education Committee – February 1919 218 
 
Redditch Smallwood Hospital – Contemplated Improvements – March 1919 219 
 
Redditch Smallwood Hospital – Contemplated Improvements – March 1919 continued 220 
 
Redditch Smallwood Hospital – Contemplated Improvements – March 1919 continued 221 
 
Redditch Smallwood Hospital – Contemplated Improvements – March 1919 continued 222 
 
Cinematograph Performances – April 1919 223 
 
Sale at Cricketers’ Arms Hotel, Redditch – Household Furniture – April 1919 223 
 
Sale on Tuesday  – At Rose and Crown, Webheath – April 1919 224 
Patronised by H.M The King – Lord John Sanger’s Circus – April 1919 225 
 
Patronised by H.M The King – Lord John Sanger’s Circus – April 1919 continued 226 
 
Patronised by H.M The King – Lord John Sanger’s Circus – April 1919 continued 227 
 
Higher Education Committee – April 1919 228 
 
Visit of President of Baptist Union – April 1919 229 
 
Redditch Railway Facilities – B.S.A. Works to Remove from Redditch – April 1919 229 
 
Fire – A serious fire occurred on Saturday at the shops of Messrs. R. McGilchrist and E. Beck, 
Alcester Street. – April 1919 230 
 
Sale on Monday April 28th 1919 – At  Callow Hill Farm, Callow Hill 230 
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For Sale Yew Tree House and Elmsdale, Astwood Bank – May 1919 231 
 
Redditch Hospital Saturday Committee – Need for increased effort – May 1919 232 
 
Tardebigge Hospital, Hewell near Redditch – Sell by auction, surplus equipments of the 
hospital. – June 1919 233 
 
Redditch and District – A number of valuable freehold properties at Redditch, Callow Hill, 
Astwood Bank, Crabbs Cross, Headless Cross, Feckenham, and Webheath, were offered for 
sale by auction by Messrs. Neasom and white, auctioneers, at the Unicorn Hotel, on Monday.  
– June 1919 234 
 
Redditch Petty Sessions – August 1919 235 
 
Palace Theatre License – August 1919 235 
 
Magistrates warning to Cinematograph License Holder – September 1919 235 
 
For Sale by the Earl of Plymouth – September 1919 236 
 
For Sale by the Earl of Plymouth – September 1919 continued 237 
Major Eric Knight, M.P., at Redditch – Question of food production. – September 1919 238 
 
Cinematograph License transferred – September 1919 239 
 
For Sale – High House Farm, Mappleborough – Household furniture and grand dairy and 
forward store cattle – September 1919 239 
 
For Sale on October 16th 1919 - Freehold Farm with Possession – Billesley Farm, Beoley 
 240 
 
Proposed Parsonage – October 1919 241 
 
Consecration of Burial Ground – October 1919 242 
 
For Sale – October 1919 243 
 
Beoley Properties Sold – October 1919 244 
 
Several protests 245 
 
The Proposed New Secondary School – November 1919 246 
 
Cinema License – November 1919 247 
 
Redditch – Urban District  - December 1919 248 
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Theatrical License – December 1919 249 
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News of Redditch in the 1920s 
(Document January 1920 – December 1929) 

 

Contents 
 
Serious Factory Fire at Redditch – January 1920 5 
 
Mr E. T. Moule is taking up the position of Secretary to the Church Education Society – April 
1920 5 
 
A.Partridge, a 19 year old outside right from Redditch, has signed on for Newcastle United. – 
March 1921 6 
 
Light Without Dazzle – A simple device which prevents the dazzle of headlights on motor cars 
has been invented by Mr Alfred E. Terry. – 1921 6 
 
Sacred Cantata – 1921 7 
 
Children’s entertainment at the Town Hut – January 1922 7 
 
Accident at Redditch Railway Station - 1922 7 
 
A Sacred Eisteddfod, Wesleyan Church, Bates Hill, Redditch. - 1922 8 
 
The Palace Theatre for Sale by Auction – January 1922 8 
 
By Direction of the Earl of Plymouth, Valuable Freehold Property for Sale – February 1922
 9 
 
Offer by Auction and was Reserved – February 1922 10 
 
Fire – The Redditch Fire Brigade was summoned to attend a fire at the premises of the 
Argentine Meat Company in Evesham Street, Redditch. – March 1922 10 
 
Application – Horace Holloway, Prince of Wales theatre, Headless Cross, applied for a licence 
for a portable theatre. – August 1923 11 
 
Buffaloes’ Hospital – August 1923 11 
Golf – The Midland Professional Championship – September 1923 12 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – A meeting of this Council was held on Tuesday night, Mr J. 
Blackford presiding. - 1923 13 
 
The Value of Art – The Dowager Countess of Plymouth, opening at Redditch, an exhibition of 
arts and crafts by members and students of the Redditch School of Art. – January 1924 14 
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The Value of Art – The Dowager Countess of Plymouth, opening at Redditch, an exhibition of 
arts and crafts by members and students of the Redditch School of Art. – January 1924 15 
 
Dangerous Stone-Throwing – John Baker of Redditch, the driver of a goods train, lost the 
sight of one of his eyes. – June 1924 15 
 
Importing Redditch Goods - 1924 16 
 
R.A.O.B. Church Parade - 1924 17 
 
Damage to Hospital – Trees crash through the roof of women’s ward – February 1925 18 
 
A Worcestershire Find – Rogers, the young Redditch bowler, in securing eight Yorkshire 
wickets in one innings. 1925 19 
 
Swarms of Wasps – Hundreds of People Treated for Stings - 1925 19 
 
Floor of a room at Crabbs Cross collapsed. - 1925 20 
 
Children’s Prize essay competition – Roland Burton from St. Stephen’s Boys’ School a first 
prize winner. - 1925 20 
 
County Hockey – Worcestershire ladies were beaten by Derbyshire ladies, at Redditch. - 1926
 21 
 
A Picture Postcard - 1926 22 
 
A Generous Gift to Redditch – Ten acres for recreation purposes offered by Messrs. Herbert 
Terry and Sons, Redditch. - 1927 22 
 
Big Fire at Redditch – Damage Estimated at £10,000 – A serious outbreak of fire occurred on 
Saturday at the premises owned by Messrs. Woolworth, Ltd., Market Place, 23 
 
“Tom Jones” – At Redditch – 1927 24 
 
Injunction Against Former Employee Dissolved - 1927 25 
 
Patients Tribute of a Hospital Matron – Miss Elizabeth M. Hendry, matron of the Smallwood 
Hospital, Redditch, Worcestershire, whose death was announced recently, was an 
Aberdeenshire lady who had a distinguished career in the nursing profession. – August 1927
 26 
 
Albert Edward Partridge – Very speedy - 1928 27 
 
Sewing the World – 2,000 million needles exported annually from Redditch. - 1928 27 
 
BSA Closure of their Redditch works - 1928 28 
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Noises of the Night – Children health affected - 1928 29 
 
Permission for three picture houses in Redditch to open on Christmas Day. – December 1928
 30 
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 News of Redditch in the 1930s 
(Document January 1930 – December 1939) 

 
Contents 
 
Crabbs Cross – Children’s Christmas Party – The eighth annual Christmas treat to the school 
children of Crabbs Cross and Hunt End was given in the Council Schools. – January 1930 9 
Sale at Greenlands Farm, Ipsley – February 1930 10 
 
Where Do Needles Go? – Redditch, where needle-making is an hereditary occupation, is 
going to celebrate the bicentenary of the establishment of this craft in the town. – April 1930
 10 
 
A ring of eight bells in the spire of Redditch Parish Church. – February 1931 11 
 
Methodist Minister leaving Highbridge - 1933 11 
 
Mavis Bennett the well-known broadcasting singer (from Redditch) gets married. July 1933
 12 
 
New Vicar at St George’s Parish Church – July 1933 13 
 
British Legion - Drumhead Service at Redditch – 1933 14 
 
Aviation Display at Redditch - 1933 15 
 
Hot Weather Fires in Redditch – Golf course involved. - 1933 15 
 
Palace Theatre – Famous Co-op characters – November 1933 16 
 
Advert for a Variety Concert at Tardebigge Village Hall - 1934 17 
 
Variety Concert at Tardebigge Village Hall - 1934 17 
 
The Late Mr J. F. Milward of Redditch - 1934 18 
 
Sale of Cattle, Poultry and Cider at Cider Mill Cottage, Bradley Green, Redditch. – 1934 
 19 
Surprise for Prince George – When Prince George arrived today at Crabbs Cross, near 
Redditch. - 1934 20 
 
None Seriously Injured In Tewkesbury Road Crash - 1934 21 
 
Inside Forward Weakness – Back division quite sound. - 1934 22 
 
Inside Forward Weakness– Back division quite sound. – 1934 continued 23 
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Inside Forward Weakness – Back division quite sound. – 1934 continued 24 
 
Inside Forward Weakness– Back division quite sound. – 1934 continued 25 
 
Pershore’s Loss – Popular Schoolmaster’s New Appointment. - 1934 26 
 
Schools Musical Festival – The second musical festival for schools of Redditch and District, of 
which the Countess of Plymouth is the President, was held in the County High School. - 1935
 27 
 
The Silver Jubilee Celebration of King George V, the grandfather of Queen Elizabeth II. – May 
1935 28 
 
Child Singer’s Triumph – Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10. – May 1935 29 
 
Child Singer’s Triumph – Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10. – May 1935 continued 30 
 
Child Singer’s Triumph – Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10. – May 1935 continued 31 
 
Child Singer’s Triumph – Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10. – May 1935 continued 32 
 
Winners Concert – Large attendance at the town hall. – May 1935 33 
 
Winners Concert – May 1935continued 34 
 
Girl of 10 wins vocal solo at Cheltenham Musical Festival – May 1935 34 
 
A stained glass window in memory of Mr S. Allcock and Mrs Allcock – June 1935 35 
About 100 children, their parents, and friends connected with the Baptist Sunday School at 
Redditch made Evesham the venue of their annual outing. – Jun 1935 35 
 
Water Polo – Glo’shire Win - 1935 36 
 
Tolson’s Music Weavers’ Jazz Band - 1935 37 
 
Date to Remember - 1936 37 
 
Bitten By Dog – At Redditch Hospital Carnival, a jazz bank mace-bearer, Maurice James, was 
bitten on the cheek by an Alsatian dog. - 1936 38 
 
Redditch Senior School Plans - 1937 38 
 
Instruction in Air Raid Precautions - 1937 39 
 
Football – Birmingham Combination - 1937 39 
 
Longevity at Redditch - 1937 40 
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Astwood Bank – The “Flu” Epidemic – The most severe visitation of influenza since 1918 is 
prevalent in the village. - 1937 40 
 
Loss to “Army” in Cheltenham – Major Keaney goes to Redditch. – 1937 41 
 
Loss to “Army” in Cheltenham – Major Keaney goes to Redditch. – 1937 continued 42 
 
Loss to “Army” in Cheltenham – Major Keaney goes to Redditch. – 1937 continued 43 
 
The County High School – June 1937 43 
 
News and Notes of the Churches – 1937 44 
 
The Anniversary Services of the Bates Hill Methodist Sunday School and Headless Cross 
Methodist Church - 1937 45 
 
Churches - 1937 46 
 
Churches – 1937 continued 47 
 
Thirty three years ago (1904) – 1937 48 
 
Redditch Amateur Operatic Society - 1937 49 
 
New Manager at the Danilo Cinema – June 1937 50 
 
Danilo Cinema – “The Unguarded Hour” - 1937 51 
 
Select Kinema – “The Beloved Vagabond” - 1937 51 
 
Gaumont – “Love from a Stranger” - 1937 52 
 
Queen Alexandra Rose Day – Smallwood Hospital Extension fund – June 1937 53 
 
Smallwood Hospital – report for week ending June 21st - 1937 53 
 
Redditch Carnival – King and Queen to be Selected – June 1937 54 
 
Redditch Town Band – June 1937 55 
 
Water Polo – match for Wednesday Next – Redditch v Smethwick (Friendly) – June 1937 56 
 
Sale of Household Furniture – “The Cedars” – June 1937 57 
 
Properties for Sale – 1937 58 
 
Properties for Sale – 1937 continued 59 
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For Sale – Semi Detached Modern Houses, The Meadway, Headless Cross. - 1937 60 
 
For Sale – Newly Built Houses, Jubilee Road, Headless Cross. - 1937 60 
 
Thomas Hemming & Son – Houses for Sale - 1937 61 
 
Loveday, Smith and Perrins – Houses for Sale - 1937 62 
Miss Millicent Phillips, the Redditch girl vocalist - 1937 63 
 
The Estate Market – Properties Sold by Bath Firm. - 1938 64 
 
Overcome by Gas – Plymouth Mishap to Family. - 1938 65 
 
Plymouth Visitors Still in Hospital. - 1938 66 
 
Report on Gas Victims – August 1938 66 
 
Amateur Swimming Good Times - 1938 67 
 
Evesham Collison – Car and Coach in Traffic Lights Accident. - 1938 68 
 
B.S.A. Report  A new factory if being erected at Redditch in connection with the defence 
programme. – October 1938 69 
 
Broadcasting from the Palace Theatre, Redditch – November 1938 70 
 
Redditch Urban Council – Not at present to accede to the applications made by the 
proprietors of two cinemas for Sunday opening. – December 1938 70 
 
Bromsgrove Exhibitor Wins Two Trophies - 1939 71 
 
Cinderella in a Village Pantomime – January 1939 72 
 
Worrying of Sheep - 1939 73 
 
Entertainments Redditch Ltd. - 1939 73 
 
Pike-fishing Methods - 1939 74 
 
Affairs of a Redditch Grocer - 1939 75 
 
The remarkable voice of Millicent Phillips – January 1939 76 
 
Redditch Textiles (1939), Ltd. – January 1939 77 
 
A Worcestershire Tomb - 1939 78 
 



30 
 

Miss Emma Maria Peart of Redditch, bequeathed £100 to St Stephen’s Redditch for church 
expenses. – February 1939 79 
 
Death of Mr E. T. Moule – He went to live at Hallow after forty years as headmaster of St 
Stephen’s Church School, Redditch. - February 1939 79 
 
Contests for Midland Titles To-Night - 1939 80 
 
Funeral of Mr George Wilson, a Redditch surgeon. 1939 81 
 
Batteries, Ltd – The directors are Martin Dybeck and Victor Sharp. - 1939 81 
 
Hitler described as a “Vast Bluffer” - Why There May Be No War - 1939 82 
 
Good Friday Music – April 1939 83 
 
Film Display – Danilo Cinema – April 1939 83 
 
Select Kinema – Ginger Rogers with James Steward in “Vivacious Lady” - 1939 84 
 
Danilo – Peter Lorre in “The Mysterious Mr Moto - 1939 85 
 
Gaumont – Gary Cooper and Merle Oberon in “The Cowboy and the Lady - 1939 86 
 
Redditch and District Air Rifle League - 1939 87 
 
Headless Cross Builder’s Narrow Escape – Accident at Redditch swimming baths. – April 1939
 88 
 
Smallwood Hospital – Report for week ending “2nd April - 1939 89 
 
Smallwood Hospital £30,000 Extension Scheme Appeal – April 1939 89 
 
Redditch Hospital Saturday Fund - 1939 90 
 
Congregational Church – A “palm” procession was held during the morning service on 
Sunday. – April 1939 91 
 
Crabbs Cross – Methodist Church Extensions –– April 1939 92 
 
Poole Garages Redditch Ltd - 1939 92 
 
Miss Annie Field Wyers – April 1939 93 
 
Mr Alfred Smith of the Royal Hotel – April 1939 94 
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Post Vacated for reasons of health – The resignation of the Earl of Plymouth was announced 
from 10 Downing Street, for reasons of health. – May 1939 95 
 
Post Vacated for reasons of health – The resignation of the Earl of Plymouth was announced 
from 10 Downing Street, for reasons of health. – May 1939 continued 96 
 
Post Vacated for reasons of health – The resignation of the Earl of Plymouth was announced 
from 10 Downing Street, for reasons of health. – May 1939 continued 97 
 
Resignation of Earl of Plymouth – Post vacated for health reasons - 1939 98 
 
Music Festival Final Results – May 1939 99 
 
County Swimming Event at Evesham – July 1939 100 
 
New gun fires 7000 rounds in 30 minutes – July 1939 101 
 
In Full Production – The Birmingham Small Arms Company began production at its new 
factory at Redditch. – July 1939 102 
 
Exiles Beaten at Redditch – August 1939 103 
 
Air Minister on Britain’s Strength – “We can go forward in calm confidence.” – August 1939
 104 
 
Employment will be found for about 200 people. – September 1939 105 
 
County of Worcester – Urban District of Redditch – September 1939 106 
 
What Will You Do? – Services for which help is needed. – 1939 107 
 
Happy in their New Homes – 500 young evacuees in Redditch District - 1939 108 
 
More A.R.P. Wardens wanted – September 1939 109 
 
Miss Heaphy’s Preparatory and Kinderten School will re-open - 1939 110 
 
Headless Cross – St Luke’s Church: Private Prayer - 1939 110 
 
Public Notices - 1939 111 
 
Public Notices – 1939 continued 112 
 
To Let and For Sale – September 1939 113 
 
Cedar Park Estate, Redditch – Quality Houses – September 1939 114 
 



32 
 

Thos. A. Hemming & Son For Sale – September 1939 115 
 
Edmund Hadley - For Sale – September 1939 116 
 
Loveday, Smith and Perrins - For Sale – September 1939 117 
 
Loveday, Smith and Perrins – For Sale and To Let - 1939 118 
 
Property Market – Astwood Bank Farm Sold for £7,000 - 1939 118 
 
Redditch Farmer’s £9,713 Estate – October 1939 119 
 
Milling Machine Setters and Operators Required – B.S.A. Co., Ltd. – October 1939 120 
 
Anti-Aircraft Recruits – October 1939 120 
 
More Men for the Forces – October 1939 121 
Workmen Wanted – High Duty Alloys, Ltd. – October 1939 122 
 
Redditch Matches – Several friendly games arranged. – October 1939 122 
 
Toolmakers Required – B.S.A. Co., Ltd. - 1939 123 
 
The following Private Company has been registered - 1939 123 
 
“Father” of Council Dead – The death occurred at the Smallwood Hospital, last night, of Mr 
Jesse Guise. – October 1939 123 
 
Not Paid – Chairman’s Statement at Redditch – November 1939 124 
 
Boy Pacifist Argued all Night – November 1939 125 
 
Bought Clothing From Soldiers - 1939 126 
 
Redditch Vicar’s Daughter Weds – November 1939 126 
 
Redditch Man’s Will – Mr Ernest Bartlett, of 30 William Street, Redditch, fishing tackle 
manufacturer and Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland. - November 1939
 127 
 
Mr Ernest Bartleet  - November 1939 127 
 
Soldier Injured – November 1939 128 
 
Shirley Rose Bagnall - Child drowned in air-raid trench. – November 1939 129 
 
Needle Makers - 1939 130 
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Death – Charles Ernest James – November 1939 130 
 
Millers Required – The B.S.A. Co., Ltd - 1939 131 
 
Carnival Aid for Hospital – December 1939 131 
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34 
 

News of Redditch in the 1940s 
(Document January 1940 – December 1949) 

 
Contents 
 
A.R.P. Exercises at Redditch – All branches of civil defence in action - 1940 13 
 
Fishermen’s Loss – January 1940 14 
 
Alderman G. W. Hobson died – January 1940 15 
 
Organiser Book Eric Grier’s Optimists Snappy Concert Party - 1940 16 
 
Press Tool Maker Required - 1940 16 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Pitcheroak Wood -  1940 16 
 
Nottingham Wedding – Miss Netta Hamilton and Mr A. W. Jarvis – January 1940 17 
 
The death has occurred at Ferryhill, co. Durham of the Rev. Reginald John Milward, third son 
of the late Mr John Frederic Milward of Redditch. – January 1940 18 
 
Redditch Man Leaves £100 to Chapel – February 1940 18 
 
Funeral of Mr A. Douglas Charles – February 1940 19 
 
Midland Engineer-Inventor Dies- Mr Edward White, Snr. – February 1940 20 
 
Redditch Benefit Building Society - 1940 21 
 
The funeral of Mr F. S. Danby, chairman of S. Allcock and Co., Ltd. - 1940 22 
 
The Will of Brig-General Lord Henry Charles Seymour, D.S.O. - 1940 22 
 
Presentation to Headmaster – Tributes at Evesham gathering - 1940 23 
 
Sale on Thursday Next, April 4th – “The Birches” - 1940 24 
Wanted for Urgent War Work - 1940 24 
 
Millwrights – High Duty Alloys Ltd. - 1940 25 
 
Midland Band of Hope League - 1940 25 
 
Factory Concerts Ease War Strain – Thousands of factory workers are now benefiting from 
lunch-time and midnight concerts. - 1940 26 
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Bequests to Midland Church and Hospital - 1940 27 
 
Concert for Night Workers at Redditch - 1940 28 
 
Musical Treat for Workers - 1940 29 
 
Houses sold at Redditch - 1940 30 
 
The B.S.A. Co. Ltd. - 1940 31 
 
Monochrome, Redditch – Platers required - 1940 31 
 
Newsprint Crisis – Three Shires Society Considers Postion - 1940 32 
 
Midland Man among 26 more War Heroes Decorated by King – Lieut. Harold West, D.S.C. for 
making mines safe. – May 1940 33 
 
Prosecutions against residents for allowing unscreened lights - 1940 34 
 
Old Soldiers Rally - 1940 34 
 
Their Bonuses Will Cheer Soldiers – Several hundred workers engaged at the B.S.A. factory at 
Redditch have voluntarily given up their bonus. - 1940 35 
 
Birmingham Hippodrome - 1940 36 
 
Rapid Organisation in the Midlands – Birmingham men asked to report to-night. - 1940 37 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – The council invite tenders for the erection of 80 houses on 
land adjoining Batchley Road and in Ashtree Road, Redditch. - 1940 38 
 
Broke His Neck In High Dive - 1940 39 
 
T. Hessin and Co. (Needles and Fish Hooks), Ltd. - 1940 40 
 
Redditch Urban District Coucil – Houses on Greenlands Farm Estate - 1940 41 
 
Death in action of Sergeant-major Alfred Alexander Bott - 1940 41 
 
Ex-Bromsgrove Schoolboy Wins Military Cross - 1940 42 
 
Prisoners of War – August 1940 43 
 
Midland Prisoners – August 1940 43 
 
Midland Prisoners of War - 1940 44 
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Export Experienced Man Required – Abel Morrall Ltd. - 1940 44 
 
Struck by Piece of Flying Metal – Man with shrapnel like wound.  - 1940 45 
 
Distinguished Flying Medal – Sgt. Alfred Joseph Box – September 1940 46 
 
Worcestershire Education Committee – County High School - 1940 46 
 
Girl of 14 Acts as Detective – Two Birmingham Men Convicted - 1940 47 
 
Father and Son Record - - September 1940 48 
 
Redditch C.C. Time Trial - 1940 49 
 
Proposed Extension of Smallwood Hospital – October 1940 50 
 
Spitfire Fund – October 1940 50 
 
Edgar Sealey and Sons, Ltd., has been registered as a private company. - 1940 51 
 
Investments for War Effort - 1940 52 
 
Investments for War Effort – 1940 continued 53 
 
Investments for War Effort – 1940 continued 54 
 
To Undergo Medical Examination – conscientious Objector Remanded - 1940 55 
 
New Year War Weapons Weeks – December 1940 56 
 
Publicity for the War Savings Movement – January 1941 57 
 
War Weapons Week at Redditch – Responsibility of the Civilian - 1941 58 
 
War Weapons Week at Redditch – Responsibility of the Civilian – 1941 continued 59 
 
For War Weapons Week – Redditch boy, 14, gets £1,402 in one street - 1941 60 
 
For War Weapons Week – Redditch boy, 14, gets £1,402 in one street – 1941 continued 
 61 
 
Boy Collected £2,195 for War – January 1941 62 
 
Redditch Day Nursery - 1941 63 
 
War Savings - 1941 63 
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The Duke of Kent was accorded a hearty reception when he visited Redditch – February 1941
 64 
 
Official notification received by the parents of Peter Kuck – February 1941 65 
 
Wedding Anniversary – (1881 -1941) 65 
 
Death of Noted Angler – Mr A. Conway Beacham – March 1941 66 
Midland man invents fire watcher’s mask - 1941 67 
 
Midland man invents fire watcher’s mask – 1941 continued 68 
 
Mr C. H. Blackford was elected chairman - 1941 69 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Fire and Ambulance Services - 1941 70 
 
Reporter with Journalistic flair - 1941 70 
 
The Gable Guest House - 1941 71 
 
Redditch Hospital – Sports - 1941 71 
 
Gaumont – Carolle Lombard and Robert Montgomery in “Mr & Mrs Smith” - 1941 72 
 
Select – Pat O’Brien in “Modern Hero” and Palace The Little Tough Guys in “Little Tough Guys 
in Society” - 1941 72 
 
Danilo – Kenny Baker and Frances Langford in “Hit Parade of 1941” 73 
 
Redditch & District War Relief Fund - 1941 74 
 
First consignment of jam sugar is expected to arrive at Headless Cross - 1941 74 
 
Wanted Qualified Assistant or Joint Warden - 1941 75 
 
Clerical Staff, male & female – High Duty Alloys Ltd. - 1941 75 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Treasurer’s Department - 1941 76 
 
County Bowler – Mr W. Hillman buried – August 1941 77 
 
Soldier Drowned at Heysham – Prvate Albert Ronald Mogg – August 1941 78 
 
Missing Greey – Sergeant Pilot Denis Maxwell Greey, R.A.F. – August 1941 79 
 
Redditch War Savings Committee hopes to reach the £1,000,000 – August 1941 79 
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To be Sold by Auction - 1941 80 
 
Worcestershire Education Committee – County High School - 1941 81 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Clerk’s Department- Appointment of Civil Defence 
Administrative Assistant – September 1941 82 
 
The Property Market – Houses and Land at Redditch - 1941 83 
 
We Want Women as Bus Conductresses – September 1941 84 
 
We Want Women as Bus Conductresses – September 1941 continued 85 
 
We Want Women as Bus Conductresses – September 1941 continued 86 
 
Urgently Required – Supervisors for Works Hostel – Employment Office, High Duty Alloys Ltd. 
– October 1941 87 
 
Wanted, Female Assistants – Maypole Dairy Co. – October 1941 87 
 
Redditch which recently topped one million pounds in war savings, has raised £194,604 in 
Warship Week. – December 1941 88 
 
The Duchess of Kent visited Redditch and opened Clubs for war-time factory workers. – 
December 1941 88 
 
Club for War Workers – Duchess of Kent visited works at Redditch - 1941 89 
 
Miss A. M. Birch who was awarded the Royal Red Cross - 1942 90 
 
Zig-Zag Car – Minister fined £15 - 1942 91 
 
Redditch League – Entaco v High Duty Alloys - 1942 91 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Britich Restaurants - 1942 92 
 
The funeral of Mrs Maude Anne Ellis of Bentley Manor. - 1942 93 
 
Hewell Spring Company, Ltd. - 1942 94 
 
Sale on Tuesday next, February 17th – Freehold Properties - 1942 94 
 
Box – Killed September, 1941, while on operational duties – February 1942 94 
 
H. Ridgway & Sons Ltd. Tanners - 1942 95 
 
Funeral of Mr Thomas Baylis of Beoley Road, Redditch. – March 1942 95 
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Girl clerk’s death: Man charge at Birmingham – March 1942 96 
 
Dead Girl in Pond Had Cord on Neck – April 1942 97 
 
Refused to work overtime – Redditch woman fined. – April 1942 98 
 
Refused to work overtime – Redditch woman fined. – April 1942 continued 99 
 
Aircraft Inspector for Trial – April 1942 100 
 
Aircraft Inspector for Trial – April 1942 continued 101 
 
Factory Couple went off to London – Married Man Charged with Girl’s Death. – April 1942
 102 
 
Wedding of Former Grangemouth man – Miss Ruth Kathleen Sheen to A.C.I. William 
Rowland R.A.F. – May 1942 103 
 
The Merchant Navy Comforts Services - 1942 104 
 
Wedding – Pitt – Harrison – May 1942 104 
 
Apartments – The Gables, Webheath - 1942 105 
 
Gardens open to the public – Southcrest – May 1942 105 
Bentley Manor, Upper Bentley, Nr. Redditch – Sale by Auction of Household Furniture and 
Effects. - 1942 106 
 
Efficiency and Economy in Production - 1942 107 
 
By Direction of H. T. Milward, Esq., who is removing – The Holloway – May 1942 108 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Completion of 74 houses on the Batchley Estate. – 1942 
 109 
 
Redditch Hospital Sports – Redditch Carnival – June 1942 110 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Appointment of Billeting Officer - 1942 111 
 
Death Sentence – July 1942 112 
 
Saving Certificates - Redditch was second  - July 1942 112 
 
Hardening or Annealing Muffle for Sale – Clarkes Limited, Sinew Works - 1942 113 
 
Canteen Manageress – Herbert Terry & Sons Ltd. - 1942 113 
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Midland Man loses Murder Appeal – August 1942 114 
 
Midland Man loses Murder Appeal – August 1942 continued 115 
 
Nine Days to Live – Harold Oswald Merry – September 1942 116 
 
Redditch cinemas Sunday opening “deadlock” - 1942 116 
 
Engagements – Spiers – Proctor - 1942 117 
 
Redditch man Harold Oswald Merry of Hewell Road, Redditch was hanged at Winson Green 
Prison, Birmingham – September 1942 118 
 
Reserved Occupation Cook for War Workers Hostel - 1942 119 
 
His Honour Judge John Wakely, K.C., D.L., of Birchfield Road - 1942 119 
Canteen Cook and General Assistants Required Immediately - 1942 119 
 
Reserved Occupation As& Cooks and Assistant Wardens & Cooks - 1942 120 
 
Lady Helen Graham, National President of the Y.W.C.A. will visit Redditch to-day - 1942 120 
 
Redditch magistrates imposed fines and costs  for being absent from fire prevention duty. - 
1942 121 
 
Sunday cinema shows deadlock ends – December 1942 122 
 
Firms employing blind men and women - 1943 123 
 
Married women in works compelled to fire watch - 1943 123 
 
£1,335 for Hospital Fund - 1943 124 
 
Redditch Magistrates - 1943 124 
Redditch Trades Council has decided to request representation on the town’s post-war 
planning committee. - 1943 125 
 
Midland D.F.M. feared lost - 1943 125 
 
Red Cross Sale on the Parade, Redditch - 1943 126 
 
Baseball again - 1943 126 
 
The “Wings for Victory Week” opened at Redditch - 1943 127 
 
Professional footballer for Redditch has been reported a prisoner of war in Japanese hands. – 
May 1943 128 
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The “Wings for Victory” week’s total was £282.704 - 1943 129 
 
The Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus  - 1943 129 
 
Does Your War Effort Call for Electro Deposition? - 1943 130 
 
Short Notice of Sale – 246 Birchfield Road – Superior Household Furniture. - 1943 131 
 
Will of Mrs Eleanor Shrimpton of “Talybont”, Birchfield Road. – May 1943 132 
 
A.B. Gets Officer ‘Mentioned’ - 1943 133 
 
Freehold Properties – Sale by Auction - 1943 134 
 
On Active Service – Missing on air operations, Sgt. Kenneth Joseph (Tim) Smith. – June 1943
 134 
 
Entertainment of B.S.A. employees - 1943 135 
 
N.U.T. Appointment - 1943 136 
 
Dog Found Him Dying – June 1943 137 
 
War Workers’ Gifts to Wounded – June 1943 138 
 
Death – Dorothy Muriel Terry – June 1943 138 
 
Death – Dorothy Muriel Terry – July 1943 139 
 
200,000 Gallon Bath - 1943 139 
 
Midland air-gunner fought off convoy attackers. Awarded D.F.M. - 1943 139 
 
The Estates of the late William and Walter Brown – July 1943 140 
 
They’re in East Prussia – Prisoners of War – August 1943 141 
 
Little Despatches - 1943 142 
 
On New Job Two Days-Killed - 1943 142 
 
R.A.F. Casualties – Acting Squadron Leader R. S. Williams - 1943 143 
 
Pleading not guilty - 1943 143 
 
Midland R.A.F. Men Decorated - 1943 144 
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A Bumper Day’s Work - 1943 145 
 
Freehold Building Estate - 1943 146 
 
Saved Child’s Life – September 1943 146 
 
Counter Attack – Alleged to have been absent from duty at a Home Guard parade at a 
Redditch works. - 1943 147 
 
Earl of Plymouth Dead – October 1943 148 
 
Pioneers’ Bravery in River Peril – Private C. S. Allen – October 1943 149 
 
Commended in Western Command Orders – Private C. S. Allen - 1943 149 
 
Prisoners feared it was a dream, couldn’t sleep. – October 1943 150 
 
Prisoners feared it was a dream, couldn’t sleep. – 1943 continued 151 
 
Rifleman Ernest Samuel Robins died on war service. – November 1943 152 
 
Major Buckley “not interested” in Notts offer – December 1943 153 
 
Midland Quota to B.B.C.’s Xmas – December 1943 154 
 
Redditch girl in tough unit – December 1943 155 
 
Peer’s £1,204,428 Fortune - 1944 156 
 
Redditch Urban Council - 1944 157 
 
New to Heraldry - 1944 157 
 
Post War Houses - 1944 158 
 
Monetary reform - 1944 159 
 
Geoffrey Francis Hicks, R.N., died on war service. – April 1944 159 
 
R.A.F. Information Bureau – The Gas Showrooms Church Green West - 1944 160 
 
Public Notices - 1944 161 
 
Public Notices – 1944 continued 162 
 
A Welsh Service will be held at Baptist Church - 1944 162 
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Rosaires Royal Command Circus and Zoo - 1944 163 
 
First Church of Christ Scientist – Free Lecture on Christian Science - 1944 163 
 
Danilo – Robert Stack and Diana Barrymore in “Eagle Squadron” - 1944 164 
 
Select – Paul Henreid in “Joan of Paris” - 1944 165 
 
Gaumont – Lucille Gleason in “She’s in the Army” - 1944 166 
 
Miss Millicent Phillips on the Radio – April 1944 167 
 
For Sale “Broad Oaks,” 10 Salop Road - 1944 168 
 
Valuable Freehold Residential and Investment Properties - 1944 169 
 
Valuable Freehold Residential and Investment Properties – 1944 continued 170 
 
A Redditch Sale - 1944 171 
 
Colonel C. F. Milward, has retired. – May 1944 171 
 
Soldier-poet - 1944 172 
Salute – Redditch exceeded the target of £250,000 in Salute the Soldier Week. – May 1944
 173 
 
Killed on air operations, Sgt. William Rowand, R.A.F. – May 1944 173 
 
Sergeant William Rowand – May 1944 174 
 
Rowland – Killed on air operations, November, 1943 175 
 
The first policewoman for patrol duties was sworn in at Redditch Petty Sessions. – May 1944
 176 
 
Pretty old-world Water Mill - 1944 176 
 
Redditch people may replan town – June 1944 177 
 
Mrs R. K. Rowland and Mr and Mrs J. Rowland and family – June 1944 177 
 
H.D.A. Redditch Annual Sports - 1944 177 
 
Exceeded Milk Ration Fined - 1944 178 
 
Sale on Tuesday, July 4, 1944 – Valuable Freehold Residential and Investment Properties 
 179 
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Sale on Tuesday, July 4, 1944 – Valuable Freehold Residential and Investment Properties 
continued 180 
 
Savery – In July 1944, killed in action in France 181 
 
Carnival Day at Redditch – July 1944 181 
 
Reported Missing – Marine, Leslie Hatch – August 1944 182 
 
Alderman James Blackford - 1944 182 
 
Swimming – Two British champions gave exhibitions at a gala at Redditch. - 1944 183 
 
Bayonet Charge on Japs with “Hampden Roar” - 1944 184 
 
Tableau of Birmingham wins prize in Stalag - 1944 185 
 
Would be grateful - 1944 186 
 
One-days sports meeting - 1944 187 
 
The Grand People of Holland - 1944 187 
 
The death of Private Bernard Francis Willis – December 1944 188 
 
Abolish taxation - 1945 189 
 
Redditch League – A. E. Terry Memorial Cup - 1945 190 
 
Married Couple as experienced Cook & Parlour-man - 1945 190 
 
Recognition of Loyal Service – Redditch Presentations to Employees – January 1945 191 
 
Damp seats - 1945 192 
 
Why all this fuss ? – January 1945 193 
 
150 Miles in blazing bomber – February 1945 194 
 
Redditch Urban District Council Swimming Baths – Painting and Repairs – February 1945 
 195 
 
Sale of Freehold Properties at Redditch and Crabbs Cross – To be sold by Auction – 1945 
 196 
 
“Made Like a Gun” – Royal Enfield – February 1945 197 
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By Direction of Captain the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Plymouth – contents of the Mansion – April 
1945 198 
 
The remaining portion of the Freehold Ipsley Mill Estate, all with Possession, Residence – 
May 1945 199 
 
Midlands – Redditch Men Commended – May 1945 200 
 
Gallant Airman - 1945 200 
 
Letter – Inflation - 1945 201 
 
The D.F.C. for Midland Men – June 1945 202 
 
Flying-Officer Aubrey Smith, D.F.M. – June 1945 203 
 
Royal Enfield Bicycles - 1945 204 
 
“Values” - 1945 205 
 
By Order of the Owner – “Marmere” 18 The Meadway, Headless Cross - 1945 206 
 
Strike Spreads to Birmingham – Thirteen Garages Affected – July 1945 207 
 
Strike Spreads to Birmingham – Thirteen Garages Affected – July 1945 continued 208 
 
Ipsley Court Farm – For Sale by Auction – July 1945 209 
 
Maternity Home Plan for Redditch - 1945 210 
 
Bus Stoppage Positions – Worcester Operatives want amended schedules. – July 1945 211 
 
Hospital’s Dilemma – Because of the shortage of nurses, two wards at the Bromsgrove 
Isolation Hospital, which also serves Redditch and Droitwich. – July 1945 212 
 
Agricultural Estate known as Ipsley Court Farm – For sale by Auction - 1945 212 
 
Week-end Public Opinion - 1945 213 
 
Lone boy sees plane crash in Midlands: one body found – August 1945 214 
 
Border D.F.C. – Destroyed Ammunition Train – August 1945 215 
 
By order of the Owners – The sale by auction of Holborn’s Farm. - 1945 216 
 
Death Duties Force Duke To Sell Midland Estate – September 1945 217 
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Midland Airman Honoured – Flying Officer E. G. Huband - 1945 218 
 
Factory Parts for Aluminium Houses - 1945 219 
 
For Sale – “Pasadena” 118 Easemore Road, Redditch - 1945 219 
 
Cheltenham Woman Hurt at Races - 1945 220 
 
Redditch Urban District Council – Completion of 74 Houses at Salters Lane on the Batchley 
Estate - 1945 221 
 
Midlanders Decorated – November 1945 222 
 
Redditch is to have 100 factory made permanent Howard houses – November 1945 223 
 
Redditch Pure Milk Co. Ltd. - 1945 224 
 
Redditch Urban District Food Control Committee – Change of ownership – transfer of food 
registrations. – December 1945 225 
 
By Our Own Efforts – December 1945 226 
 
60 Years’ Service – Colonel C. F. Milward (chairman of Redditch Indicator Company) 
presenting Mr O. J. Eades with a cheque in recognition of his long service with the company. 
– December 1945 227 
 
Webheath Village Hall – A Grand Modern Dance - 1945 229 
 
Redditch Choral Singers - 1945 229 
 
Foxlydiate Hotel – Grand Dance - 1945 230 
 
St Luke’s Memorial Hall, Headless Cross – Old Time Dance - 1945 230 
 
Redditch Friends of Music – George Weldon & thirty members of the City of Birmingham 
Orchestra - 1945 231 
 
Fun Fair, Royal Yard, Redditch – December 1945 231 
 
Gaumont – Walt Disney’s full length feature “Three Caralleros” - 1945 232 
 
Select – Jerry Colonna and Susan Hayward in “Sis Hopkins” - 1945 233 
 
Danilo – Webster Booth, Ann Ziegler, Carol Raye and Richard Tauber in “Waltz Time” – 1945 
 234 
 
Redditch Rugby Football Club – December 1945 235 
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Congregational Church – The Rev. W. J. Wray is celebrating the 14th anniversary of his 
appointment as pastor of the Redditch Congregational Church. – December 1945 235 
 
Thanksgiving Service – The First Church of Christ, Scientist, held their annual thanksgiving 
service. – December 1945 236 
 
The Redditch Society will meet at The Kingfisher - 1945 236 
 
St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert. - 1945 237 
 
St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert. – 1945 continued
 238 
 
St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert. – 1945 continued
 239 
 
For Sale – “Greenways,” 16 Malvern Road, Headless Cross - 1945 240 
 
18 Missing on Burma Flight – Cpl L. S. Wright – July 1946 241 
 
Needles – Forty million needles a week is the output of 12 Redditch factories, employing 
2000 workers. - 1947 242 
Blow to Plane Production – February 1947 242 
 
Austin Men: New Hope – January 1948 243 
 
To-Day’s Broadcasting – Home Programme - 1948 243 
 
Making Best of Borstal Boys – May 1948 244 
 
Situations Vacant - 1948 245 
 
Manufacturers of Hymatic air compressors, spray equipment etc. - 1949 246 
 
Development and Design Engineers required - 1949 246 
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News of Redditch in the 1950s 
(Document January 1950 – December 1959) 

 
Contents 
 
Entirely New Royal Enfield - 1950 6 
 
Redditch Motor Auction - 1950 7 
 
Bus Station agreement hint - 1953 7 
 
Gaumont Cinema – Lizbeth Scott, Dan Duryea in “Too Late for Tears” - 1953 8 
 
The Cosy Cinema – Dennis Morgan, Viveca Linfors in “To the Victor” - 1953 8 
 
For Sale – 18 Windsor Street - 1953 9 
 
Redditch Baths, Hewell Road – Government Surplus Office Furniture etc. - 1953 10 
 
For Sale – 23 Church Road - 1953 11 
 
Freehold Properties for Sale - 1953 12 
 
Freehold Properties for Sale - 1953 13 
 
For Sale - 22 Glover Street - 1953 13 
 
Royal Enfield - 1954 14 
 
New Junior School at Headless Cross - 1957 15 
 
New Junior School at Headless Cross – 1957 continued 16 
 
Regal Cinema – Kathryn Grayson, Red Skelton in “Lovely to Look At” - 1957 16 
 
Gaumont – Michael Redgrave, Ann Todd, Leo McKern in “Time Without Pity” - 1957 17 
Danilo Cinema – Virginia Mayo, Gene Nelson in “She’s Working Her Way Thro’ College” - 
1957 17 
 
Smallwood Hospital – The Matron will be pleased to interview applicants (male and female) 
interested in taking a two year course in practical training. - 1957 18 
 
St David’s Church, Cherry Tree Walk, Batchley – Jumble Sale - 1957 18 
 
Headless Cross Methodist Church – Diamond Jubilee - 1957 19 
 



49 
 

Christian Science Church - 1957 19 
 
For Sale - 1957 20 
 
For Sale by Private Treaty - 1957 21 
 
For Sale by Private Treaty – 1957 continued 22 
 
For Sale by Private Treaty – 1957 continued 23 
 
For Sale by Private Treaty – 1957 continued 24 
 
Thos. F. Hemming & Son – Houses for Sale - 1957 25 
 
Danilo Cinema – Anthony Dexter, Eva Gabor in “Captain Kidd and the Slave Girl” – 1957 
 26 
 
Regal Cinema – Loretta Young, Jeff Chandler in “Because of you - 1957 26 
 
Gaumont – Dean Martin in “Ten Thousand Bedrooms” - 1957 27 
 
Dancing to Billy Walker and his Band – at the Plymouth Ballroom, Tardebigge - 1957 27 
 
Bridley Moor School – A Grand Old Time Dance - 1957 28 
 
Circus – Lord George Sangers - 1957 28 
 
School Fete raised over £100 - 1957 29 
Sports Club Re-Formed - 1957 30 
 
Sixty years of church history celebrated – Headless Cross Methodist Church - June 1957 
 31 
 
Sixty years of church history celebrated – June 1957 continued 32 
 
Sixty years of church history celebrated – June 1957 continued 33 
 
Two new local preachers – June 1957 34 
 
Civic Service - 1957 35 
 
Does part of Bordesley Abbey still exist below ground? – September 1959 36 
 
Housing Total – A total of 3,474 post-war houses have been erected in the Redditch area. - 
1959 37 
 
Younger members of the Library? - 1959 37 
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More houses for estate families - 1959 38 
 
Bungalow to be built, Evesham Road, Headless Cross. - 1959 39 
 
The Prime Minister, Mr Harold Macmillan sends congratulatory message. – “The Redditch 
Indicator” achieved its centenary.- September 1959 40 
 
Value to trading and business life of town. – September 1959 41 
 
County Congratulations – To the “Redditch Indicator” on its centenary. – September 1959
 41 
 
Message from Mr John Profumo, M.P., Joint Minister of State at the Foreign Office and 
Conservative M.P, points out that the “Indicator” was founded in the year which saw the 
publication of John Stuart Mill’s dissertation on liberty. – September 1959 42 
 
Queen’s representative urges a high standard – September 1959 43 
Mr James Dance, Conservative M.P. for Redditch and Bromsgrove from 1955 until 
Parliament was dissolved last week, stresses the “immense value” of local papers like the 
“Indicator.” – September 1959 44 
 
A Century ago we had few schools – September 1959 45 
 
Danilo Cinema – “Heart of a Man” - 1959 46 
 
Gaumont Cinema – “Day of the Outlaw” - 1959 47 
 
Regal Cinema – John Agar and Joyce Meadows in “Brain from Planet Arous - 1959 47 
 
Bible Address – Christadelphian Hall – Congregational Church – Redditch Parish Church - 
1959 48 
 
Ipsley ( St Peter) Harvest Festival - 1959 49 
 
Name your Brick for “The Woodlands” – October 1959 49 
 
Carnival Profit – November 1959 continued 51 
 
One Hundred Years of Service – Redditch Benefit Building Society, Church Green West, 
Redditch. – November 1959 51 
 
Bridley Moor’s annual concert - 1959 52 
 
Plymouth Ballroom Suite – Peter Grove presents “The Jackson Cox New Sound Orchestra” 
with vocalist Jill Embury. – November 1959 53 
 



51 
 

Worcestershire Young Farmers’ Club (Eastern Area) – Grand Dance –Plymouth Ballroom, 
Tardebigge. 1959 53 
 
Redditch Society – Horticulture in Britain and the U.S.A. 54 
 
Gaumont – Jerry Lewis in “Don’t Give Up the Ship - 1959 54 
 
Danilo Cinema – Charlton Heston, Yul Brynner, Annie Baxter, Yvonne De Carlo and Edward G. 
Robinson in “The Ten Commandments - 1959 55 
400-Year-Old Farm House – Fire damaged the attic and roof of the 400-year old farmhouse 
at Chapel Farm Beoley. – November 1959 56 
 
Jumble Sale – Baptist Church Schoolroom & Jumble Sale at Congregational Church – 1959 
 57 
 
The Salvation Army Christmas Fair & Autumn Fayre St David’s Church, Batchley. November 
1959 58 
 
Assemblies of God (Great Britain & Ireland) – A Baptismal Service, will be held at the 
Redditch Public Baths, Hewell Road. – November 1959 59 
 
You are invited to a Rally – Bates Hill Methodist Church - 1959 60 
 
Curate for Crabbs Cross – November 1959 61 
 
Lady Plymouth opens Church Bazaar - 1959 62 
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News of Redditch in the 1960s 
(Document January 1960 – December 1969) 

 
Contents 
 
Around 100 senior citizens were entertained by young musicians from Bridley Moor and 
Birchensale Schools. - 1961 6 
 
Redditch factory blaze – H. A. Wilkinson Ltd., of Red Lane, Redditch. – April 1961 7 
 
Royal Day at Redditch – Old people who listened in. – 1962 8 
 
Redditch goes all gay for the Royal visit – Thousands cheered and hundreds of Union Jacks 
were enthusiastically waved when Princess Margaret paid her eagerly-awaited visit to 
Redditch. – October 1962 9 
 
We didn’t see princess – Angry Redditch housewives have complained that they only view 
they had of Princess Margaret as swept through Redditch in the fast black Jaguar, was her 
white fur hat banded with black. – October 1962 10 
 
The Gaumont Cinema – Norman Wisdom and Millicent Martin in “The Girl on the Boat” - 
1962 11 
 
The Danilo Cinema – Vince Edwards and Kathie Brown in “Murder b y Contract” – 1962 
 11 
 
Sunday School prize-giving – The Evesham Street Gospel Hall, Redditch, was packed on the 
occasion of the annual prize-giving – October 1962 12 
 
Return of Rev Dennis Horwood - The centenary celebrations of the Redditch Baptist Church. – 
October 1962 13 
 
Local pop group has its fans – The Spartans pop group – four schoolboys aged between 14 
and 15 – have become so popular with their weekly audience in the boys and girls club at the 
Gaumont Cinema, Redditch, that the film shows are often delayed. April 1964 14 
 
Gaumont Cinema – Frank Sinatra, Dene Martin, Anita Ekberg and Ursula Andress in “4 for 
Texas” - 1964 15 
 
Danilo Cinema – Dick Powel in “Cry Danger” - 1964 15 
 
Carnival plans - 1964 16 
 
Firemen Equipped to Serve the New Town - 1964 17 
 
Amenities 17 
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Redditch Drama Group Work Hard to Please but Barrie Play fails to please - 1964 18 
 
Redditch Drama Group Work Hard to Please but Barrie Play fails to please – 1964 continued
 19 
 
Grand Annual Ball – Foxlydiate Hotel - 1964 20 
 
Teen-Beat – Kingfisher Hall - 1964 20 
 
It’s All Happening – Cal Denning and the Cimmarons at the White Hart Hotel, Headless Cross. 
- 1964 21 
 
The Salvation Army – Band and Songsters Weekend – April 1964 21 
 
Gaumont Cinema – Charlton Heston, Jack Hawkins, Haya Harareet and Stephen Boyd in “Ben 
Hur” - 1964 22 
 
Danilo Cinema – Anthony Quinn in “Portrait in Black” - 1964 22 
 
Danilo cinema - Elvis Presley and Ann Margaret in “Love in Las Vegas” - 1964 23 
 
Gaumont Cinema – Jane Powell and Howard Keel in “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers” - 1964
 23 
 
Rail Fight Speeds Up – The campaign to save Redditch railway station from closure has 
expanded this week. – July 1964 24 
 
Another example of the changing face of Redditch. – Photo of George Street – March 1965
 25 
 
Danilo Cinema – Guy Hadison in “Blood of the Warriors” - 1965 26 
 
Gaumont Cinema – Sidney James, Kenneth Williams, Kenneth Connor, Charles Hawtrey, Joan 
Sims Jim Dale and Amanda Barrie in “Carry on Cleo” - 1965 26 
 
Farewell Sermon- There was a large congregation at Evensong on Sunday at St Philip’s 
Church, Webheath, when the Rev. A. A. Bradford preached his farewell sermon. – November 
1965 27 
 
Presentations were recently made to long-serving employees of H.D.A. Ltd 28 
 
Bible Address, Christadelphian Hall, Webheath – Redditch Spiritualist Church, Kingfisher Hall 
- 1966 28 
 
The Redditch Methodist Circuit - 1966 29 
 
Sunday school prize-giving – February 1966 29 
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‘Fastest-Growing’ Church wants to move house - 1966 30 
 
Fastest Growing Church Wants to Move House – 1966 continued 31 
 
Crabbs Cross carnival tops £1,000 - 1966 31 
 
Old Soldier recognised – December 1966 32 
 
Old Soldier recognised – December 1966 continued 33 
 
Gaumont Cinema – Leslie Caron and Tom Bell in “L-Shaped Room - 1966 34 
 
Danilo Cinema – Cameron Mitchell in “Caesar the Conqueror” - 1966 34 
 
550 at H.D.A. Party – December 1966 35 
 
Swimming Baths Open Again after £57,000 ‘Face-Lift’ - 1966 36 
 
Swimming Baths Open Again after £57,000 ‘Face-Lift’ – 1966 continued 37 
 
Methodist Carol Service – December 1966 38 
 
Gaumont Cinema – Audrey Hepburn and Rex Harrison in “My Fair Lady” - 1966 39 
 
Danilo Cinema – Jack Palance and Guy Madison in “Sword of the Conqueror - 1966 39 
 
The Staff at Woolworth’s store, Redditch – December 1967 40 
 
Three pupils of the St Stephen’s C. of E. School – December 1967 41 
 
Pupils of St Stephen’s C. of E. School – December 1967 42 
 
School Play rehearsal – Beoley Village Hall – December 1967 43 
 
Pupils of Beoley County Primary School – December 1967 44 
 
Youngsters of the St Stephen’s C. of E. School – December 1967 45 
 
Kingfisher Hall – The Traction – December 1967 46 
 
United Services Club – Christmas Entertainment – Dancing - 1967 46 
 
Indicator Camera at Carnival Service, Party and Play – December 1967 47 
 
25 Years St Stephen’s organist – In December 1942, Mr F. Harvey Morris succeeded Mr 
Oswin James as organist of St Stephen’s parish church, Redditch, the seventh parish organist 
to be appointed since 1855. – December 1967 48 
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25 Years St Stephen’s organist – In December 1942, Mr F. Harvey Morris succeeded Mr 
Oswin James as organist of St Stephen’s parish church, Redditch, the seventh parish organist 
to be appointed since 1855. – December 1967 49 
 
Redditch New Town – Town Centre Exhibition - 1968 50 
 
Redditch Benefit Building Society - 1968 51 
 
Visiting Redditch on Saturday morning, teams of Morris Dancers – May 1968 52 
 
Danilo Cinema – Vincent Price in “The Haunted Palace” - 1968 53 
 
Classic Cinema – Barbara Steele and George Riviere in “Castle of Blood” - 1968 53 
 
Rotary’s £350 gift to alms-houses - 1968 54 
 
New Town Centre “Watchdogs” pleased - 1968 55 
 
New Town Centre “Watchdogs” pleased – 1968 continued 56 
 
Old Redditch 1836 – in pictures - 1968 57 
 
Life is just like a merry-go-round - 1968 58 
 
Danilo Cinema – Frank Sinatra in “Robin and the 7 Hoods - 1968 59 
 
Bingo – Church Road, Redditch - 1968 59 
 
Redditch & District Solo Club – Social Evening - 1968 60 
 
Lodge Park Residents Association – Annual Sports and Gala Day - 1968 60 
 
The Salvation Army – Jumble Sale - 1968 61 
 
15,000 New Jobs Needed by 1976 - 1968 62 
 
Hostel Paying its way – at the moment - 1968 63 
 
Council to build 500 neew homes - 1968 64 
 
Pupils and staff of St Stephen’s, infants school – October 1968 65 
 
Danilo Cinema – Christopher Lee in “Crypt of Horror” - 1968 66 
 
Redditch Arts Council – “One Day Swan Queen” – Redditch College - 1968 66 
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News of Redditch in the 1970s 
(Document January 1970 – December 1979) 

 
Contents 

 
Go ahead for special Redditch school – Whitehall has given its approval for the start of a 
dual purpose special school for educationally subnormal and mentally and physically 
handicapped children in Redditch. - June 1971 4 
 
Danilo Cinema – Frankie Howerd in “Up Pompeii - 1971 5 
 
St George’s School – Summer Fayre - 1971 5 
 
Redditch Drama Group – “Wild Goose Chase” - 1971 6 
 
Baptists honour oldest member - 1971 7 
 
View of the Centre  - 1973 8 
 
Classic – Eric Porter and Rachel Roberts in “The Belstone Fox” - 1974 10 
 
Come to the Fair – Woodrow South – Spring Fun Fair - 1974 11 
 
Star Cabaret – Matchborough Suite – The Sticky Wicket - 1974 11 
 
Fewer Jobs in Redditch – There was a slight rise in Redditch’s unemployment figures. – 
March 1974 12 
 
Be a Sport - 1974 13 
 
Protex at the fair – May 1976 14 
 
St George’s Church – Centenary Fete - 1976 15 
 
Classic Cinema – David Carradine in “Death Race 2000” - 1976 15 
 
Double blow dealt to ‘Anti-Woodrow’ lobby – Proposals to transfer the site for the district 
general hospital from Woodrow were opposed by town councillors who threw out four 
alternatives. 1976 16 
 
Gypsy camp site plan for Redditch - 1977 17 
 
Children ignore lake ice danger – A Redditch park warden has warned that youngsters 
skating on the frozen-over Arrow Valley Lake are in great danger of falling through the ice. – 
January 1977 18 
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Victim of the times – Battens Farm - 1977 19 
 
Chemist retires after 20 years town trading – August 1977 20 
 
Redditch District Council – The Leys Swimming Pool is now open – August 1977 21 
 
Classic Cinema – “The People that time Forgot” - 1977 22 
 
Health watchdog asks vital hospital questions - 1977 23 
 
Acknowledgements 24 
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News of Redditch in the 1980s 
(Document January 1980 – December 1989) 

 
Contents 
 
Supermarket must change shopping times - 1980 7 
 
‘Time capsule’ plan for Redditch – Plans have been made to bury a “time capsule” behind the 
foundation stone of the new Redditch Town Hall. – February 1981 7 
 
Don’t cool off here – Council chiefs have issued a hot-weather warning to local folk – don’t 
cool off in the Arrow Valley Lake. – June 1981 8 
 
Council ‘despairs’ over trolley problem - 1981 9 
 
Pressure for new footpath – People in Crabbs Cross are having to walk three-quarters-of-a-
mile to a bus stop because the development corporation hadn’t built a 200 yard footpath, 
Councillor Morris Clarke said in a meeting. – June 1981 10 
 
Get priorities right, Wareing warns council – Redditch can no longer afford to  spend money 
on amenities like the Abbey Stadium. - 1981 11 
 
Classic Cinema – “The Wanderers” - 1981 12 
 
H.D.A. Jobs Axe Rocks Redditch – September 1981 13 
 
Newspaper is welcomed by Mayor - 1982 14 
 
Church to rescue of carnival - 1982 15 
 
Parents told ‘Have kids injected’ – 1982 16 
 
Parents told ‘Have kids injected’ – 1982 continued 17 
 
Anger grows at Lodge Park – Residents in ‘bizarre’ wall fight. - 1982 18 
 
This is the launch issue of your own local daily newspaper, the Redditch Evening News. - 
1982 19 
Vehicle ban in town market plan – A new layout for Redditch’s open air market is being 
recommended to the Development Corporation. - 1982 20 
 
Vehicle ban in town market plan – A new layout for Redditch’s open air market is being 
recommended to the Development Corporation. – 1982 continued 21 
 
Door opens for self-help group – Workshop offer aids jobless - 1982 22 
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People power builds school rooms – A Batchley school is putting out the flags to help raise 
cash for two new rooms. - 1982 23 
 
Health delays spark call for probe - 1982 24 
 
Health delays spark call for probe – 1982 continued 25 
 
Sports Council plans expansion at Abbey Stadium - 1982 26 
 
Fairmen move – Town benefactor, Tom Wilson may be ordered to move his winter quarters 
to a different site. – March 1982 27 
 
End in sight to row over parking - 1982 28 
 
Road looks set to stay open - 1982 29 
 
Town keeps on growing – Redditch is the second fastest growing town in the country…and 
that’s official. – March 1982 30 
 
Classic 1 – The Jury – Classic 2 – Halloween Two – Classic 3 – Mad Max 2 – March 1982 
 31 
 
Mayor’s Warning – Mayor, Mrs Pat Wilson – April 1982 32 
 
History with Eddystone Light – One of Britain’s best-known landmarks, the Eddystone 
lighthouse , is to go automatic – with a little help from a Redditch based firm. - 1982 33 
 
Forge Mill opens after four year wait – April 1982 34 
 
Dedication Day – May 1982 35 
Saint’s Open House – Television star Ian Ogilvy will be in Redditch on Friday to celebrate 
completion of the 5,000th house built by Redditch Development Corporation. – May 1982
 36 
 
Ring road ‘missing link’ wins county approval - 1982 37 
 
Job hopes as work starts on Hospital. – October 1982 38 
 
The Mayor who will get a new parlour – 1982/3 39 
 
Council rehousing – As a new town – the planning of which began in earnest little more than 
17 years ago – Redditch continuously feels the wind of change. – 1982/3 40 
 
Centre of Worship – 1982/3 41 
 
Borough of Redditch – Amenities – 1982/3 42 
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Borough of Redditch – Amenities – 1982/3 43 
 
Literature Art and Science – 1982/3 44 
 
New Management at the Palace Theatre – 1982/3 45 
 
Educational Facilities in the District – 1982/3 46 
 
Doctors buy their own health centre - 1983 47 
 
Jobs Boost for Town - 1983 48 
 
Axe falls at HAD - 1983 49 
 
Advertiser Royal Supplement – July 1983 51 
 
Alfred’s big day – July 1983 53 
 
Seventy-year-old Alice Cadman – 1983 54 
 
Hewell Road factory blaze - 1983 55 
Road Repairs – Roads in Redditch may get a facelift in the near future with the help of an 
extra £1,000,000 in the Hereford-Worcester County Council grant. - 1983 56 
 
Think again plea on Gipsies – 1983 57 
 
Nasty Shock for Mayor – Mayor Betty Passingham - 1983 58 
 
Betty’s gotta lotta bottle! – 1983 59 
 
Holiday Sports are fun for all - 1983 60 
 
Royal Visit  - July 1983 61 
 
Great high-tech tour – July 1983 62 
 
New coat of arms goes on display – July 1983 63 
 
Fury at Council’s park tip verdict - 1983 64 
 
Classic Cinema – Graham Chapman and John Cleese in “Monty Pythons The Meaning of Life” 
- 1983 65 
 
Fastest firm on earth – A Redditch firm’s super-wheels became the fastest in the world when 
they helped Thrust II to streak to a new world land speed record. – October 1983 66 
 
Village fury over pub facelift plans - 1983 67 
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Free bus passes ‘a threat to jobs’ – October 1983 68 
 
Cut red tape on ‘frozen’ homes plea - 1983 68 
 
The Message is:  “We’re glad to see you” – You’re welcome – 1983 69 
 
Church Harvest – A Harvest Festival with a difference was held at a Redditch church – with 
no fruit or flowers. – October 1983 70 
 
£1m Madness – Govt cash council cannot spend - 1983 71 
 
‘Vital’ £1m road faces cash axe - 1983 72 
 
Mayor’s message from the crystal ball – Your future looks bright! - 1983 73 
 
Hockey round up – Stylish display to start season - 1983 74 
 
Historic Firm in name change after 128 years - 1983 75 
 
Blaze – Flames ripped through a Redditch School last week - 1983 76 
 
Oakenshaw campaign glee - 1983 77 
 
Tenants Rush to Buy – 1984 78 
 
Needle Merger – Companies forecast improved prospects - 1984 78 
 
Drama as Blaze Guts Store – An early morning fire drama at Matchborough supermarket 
destroyed thousands of pounds worth of stock. – March 1984 79 
 
New ring road is ‘envy of other towns’ - 1984 80 
 
Mount Carmel Roman Catholic church opens its doors again on Friday December 14th, after 
a massive refurbishment. - 1984 80 
 
New Church Opens Doors - 1984 81 
 
Companies Celebrate – One of the town’s most established companies Aero Needles 
celebrates its 200th anniversary this year. - 1985 82 
 
The Dorothy Terry Red Cross House - 1985 83 
 
Life and Times of Mayor Arthur - 1985 84 
 
Old tower saved by a damsel - 1985 85 
 
Dream hospital handed over – April 1986 86 
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Needle Firm job losses – Two of Redditch’s needle-making giants are to join forces – but the 
move will mean job losses, and closure of the factory premises. - 1986 87 
 
End of line for a signal box - 1986 88 
 
Thousands at new hospital – September 1986 89 
 
End of an Era – 1986 90 
 
Friends go into action – Volunteers are banding together to make life more comfortable for 
patients at Redditch’s new hospital. - 1986 91 
 
200 new jobs at hi-tech company - 1986 93 
 
Wood will be saved - 1986 94 
 
Revolution in high schools – November 1986 95 
 
Community leaders have been presented with the keys of new meeting rooms for Winyates - 
1986 96 
 
Council block Abbey plan - 1988 97 
 
Royal date for the mayor – May 1988 98 
 
Right royal day at new centre - 1988 99 
 
Marketing new look college - 1988 100 
 
Prince of happiness – Workers cheered as the Duke of Edinburgh made a lightning visit to a 
Redditch factory. – November 1988 101 
 
Bumper gala night at club - 1989 102 
 
Schools given the go-ahead - 1989 103 
 
Mayor’s appeal flops – 1989 104 
 
Hi-tech link for church – June 1989 105 
 
Billy Graham a top attraction in Redditch - 1989 106 
 
Princess in Redditch to officially open town’s New college – November 1989 107 
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News of Redditch in the 1990s 
(Document January 1990 – December 1999) 

 

Contents 
 
Work starts on new church – January 1990 7 
 
Halls built at the double – Fast working Jehovah Witnesses are building two huge Redditch 
meeting halls in just two weekends! – October 1990 8 
 
Hospital opens doors again after four years – Smallwood Hospital has opened its doors to 
patients again. – October 1990 9 
 
Raising the roof - 1990 10 
 
A thriving Redditch Church is celebrating 100 years of worship – March 1992 11 
 
Sally Army chief dies – September 1992 12 
 
Worshippers mark 150 years – April 1993 13 
 
Churchgoers in Redditch got together despite the rain - 1993 14 
 
Thousands of people from around the country will be able to go to a gospel crusade in 
Redditch after the council give it the go ahead. - 1993 15 
 
Crackdown hits buyers - House buyers will suffer because of a government crackdown on 
property descriptions, a Redditch estate agent has warned. – April 1993 16 
 
The Cannon Cinema, Redditch – Jungle Book - 1993 16 
 
Redditch Operatic Society present Irene at the Palace Theatre. - 1993 17 
 
BBC presenter Kay alexander will cut the ribbon to open a new railway station in Redditch. – 
May 1993 17 
 
Shock rise in crime - 1993 18 
 
Redditch Girls Brigade celebrates its centenary with a fete. - 1993 19 
 
£1m housing deal for Terry’s Field - 1993 20 
 
Beauty spot campaign stepped up - 1993 21 
 
Fury over hospital opt-out application - 1993 22 
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Commission winds up – The Commission for the New Towns is set to be shut down by March 
1998 after 46 years. - 1993 23 
 
Shopping Centre work on target - 1993 24 
 
New boss promises to get Alex back on track - 1993 25 
 
Gas ready as homes ‘go green’ – Redditch has gone green by becoming a key site in the 
county for recycling, waste chiefs have revealed. - 1993 26 
 
Quality pledge after cash cut Health Trust bosses have promised to uphold the quality of 
community care in Redditch against a £750,00 budget cut. – October 1993 27 
 
New drive to sell off land and factory space in Redditch. - 1993 28 
 
Pensioners protest at Westminster – A coach load of Redditch pensioners marched on 
Westminster in a mass rally against Government plans to impose VAT on domestic fuel. - 
1993 29 
 
Go ahead for development – Fears of Callow Hill residents about the impact of a new 
development have been dismissed by Redditch planning chiefs. - 1993 30 
 
Alex waiting list shock – December 1993 31 
 
Town ship axed - 1993 32 
 
Redditch soprano Anne Sheridan will be making her debut on Radio Three. - 1993 33 
 
Council makes official start to woods project - 1993 33 
 
Leasehold plight - 1993 34 
 
Open on Sundays – Major Redditch stores have switched on to Sunday opening for Christmas 
in the wake of controversial voting by MPs. – December 1993 35 
 
Michael’s five-year mission - 1993 36 
 
Alex Trust could mean job cuts – Alex Hospital workers are bracing themselves for £600,000 
worth of cuts after NHS Trust status was granted. – February 1994 37 
 
Lease trap residents supported by council - 1994 38 
 
It’s all aboard for a smoother ride – Bone-shaking diesel trains are a thing of the past for 
Redditch commuters as they hop aboard the new electric trains to Birmingham. – 1994 
 39 
 
Claims of ‘good deal’ on tax rise - 1994 40 
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1st women priests – March 1994 40 
 
Redditch set to get its own MP – March 1994 41 
 
Needy ‘at risk’ if service cut – Pensioners claim they fear for their safety when live-in 
wardens are axed. – March 1994 42 
 
Freeman honoured – Retiring Redditch councillor Walter Stranz was showered with gifts at a 
ceremony to honour him with freedom of the borough. – March 1994 43 
 
Kingfisher scrapped - 1994 44 
 
Cutting edge – A space meteorite that landed in China has been cut open in Redditch. – 
March 1994 44 
 
Historic pub in fire drama - 1994 45 
 
Alex now NHS Trust - 1994 45 
 
£8,000 college blaze - 1994 46 
Town firm wins major contracts – Redditch computer giant AT&T Istel has won two contracts 
worth £380,000 with the Alexandra Hospital. – April 1994 47 
 
Landlords in stores row - 1994 48 
 
Back to good old days for Redditch housing - 1994 49 
 
Staff rebel at college contracts - 1994 50 
 
Prefab plan to combat shortage – The first prefabs built in Redditch since the Second World 
War were officially opened. - 1994 51 
 
Estate scoops £4m boost - 1994 52 
 
Controversial planning wrangles - 1994 53 
 
Development set to go ahead soon – The government go-ahead has been given for the 
massive Brockhill housing development. - 1994 54 
 
Residents get another say on Norgrove - 1994 55 
 
Parking for 20p a week - 1994 56 
 
Sad end to Abbey digs - 1994 57 
 
Lease victory for campaign – Campaigners fighting to bring down the price of Redditch 
freeholds have won a minor victory. - 1994 58 
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New figures reveal big boost for jobs – Unemployment in Redditch has fallen by a massive 
16.4 per cent in the last 12 months. - 1994 59 
 
Golden days on the programme – September 1994 60 
 
The carnival comes to town - 1994 61 
 
OAP wardens safe - 1994 62 
 
Traders fear a ghost town – Shopping centres in Redditch could become mini ghost towns 
unless the council takes urgent action, shopkeepers have warned. October 1994 63 
 
Office is ready for action – More than 20 years of campaigning has paid off for Redditch 
residents with the completion of a new town register office. – October 1994 64 
 
Shopper’s delight at Centre - 1994 65 
 
Boom time is on the way - 1994 66 
 
Popular dance teacher dies – April 1994 67 
 
It’s our birthday – The Redditch Indicator is 140 years old this week – September 1999 
 68 
 
Hot spot plan for centre clean-up - 1999 69 
 
Memory Lane - 1999 70 
 
Don’t demolish homes – appeal - 1999 71 
 
Students looking forward to a fresh start at a new building - 1999 72 
 
Students left out in the cold – A parent has hit out at a bus company after claiming children’s 
safety is being put in jeopardy. - 1999 73 
 
Kids’ high hope - 1999 74 
 
Carnival – Singing without the rain - 1999 75 
 
Spring deadline for spire appeal – The appeal to save St Stephen’s Church spire is in danger 
of crumbling itself unless £50,000 can be found before next spring. – September 1999 76 
 
New era at sound of 8 bells – It will be “chime” for a change at a Beoley church when eight 
bells ring in the new millennium instead of six. – December 1999 77 
 
New era at sound of 8 bells – It will be “chime” for a change at a Beoley church when eight 
bells ring in the new millennium instead of six. – December 1999 continued 78 
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Holding hands for a new start – Churches in Redditch will be celebrating the new millennium 
by joining hands and forming a circle around the town. – December 1999 79 
 
Plea for youth group leaders - 1999 79 
 
Youngsters get a handle on millennium – December 1999 80 
 
£20m plans backed – Plans for a £20 million development of a mosque, DIY store and 35 
houses in Redditch have cleared one more hurdle after councillors gave their backing. – 
December 1999 81 
 
Firm backing for fast food – Redditch councillors have given their backing to a new £1 million 
drive-thru restaurant on the corner of Moons Moat Drive. – December 1999 82 
 
Homes plan on the cards – A new £1.4 million housing scheme in Winyates East could be 
built if it gets the backing of Redditch councillors. – December 1999 83 
 
Seasonal Shopping – December 1999 84 
 
Memory Lane – December 1999 85 
 
Industry fears a bad new year - 1999 86 
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Important dates – 2000 continued 14 
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Important Dates – 2000 continued 16 
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Jamie Salter – Swimmer – An Olympic medal is all that is missing from Jamie Salter’s 
collection. - 2000 18 
 
Nature calls for council – A national study to help conserve wildlife has been started with 
Redditch Council on board. - 2000 19 
 
No more room for Refugees - 2000 20 
 
MP welcomes good news for residents – Unemployment in the town has fallen by 32 per 
cent since 1997 according to figures released by Redditch’s MP. - 2000 21 
 
Firms queue to join Abbey site - 2000 22 
Council is on target - 2000 23 
 
Project provides a home and hope - 2000 24 
 
Homes boost in on agenda - 2000 25 
 
Forge Mill Needle Museum will be blasting off into the spaceworld this year with its brand 
new exhibition – NASA, The Redditch Connection. – January 2000 26 
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Flu takes a heavy toll over holidays – January 2000 27 
 
Contracts secure engineering jobs – Engineering jobs have been secured in Redditch after a 
major Japanese firm chose the town for part of its supply base. - 2000 28 
 
Blaze at old Alcad warehouse – January 2000 29 
 
Fifty firemen tackle derelict factory blaze – 2000 29 
 
Quiet night at the Alex – January 2000 30 
 
Festive cheer for spire fund – St Stephen’s Church leaders are toasting success after a huge 
£8,000 cash boost to the spire appeal over Christmas. – January 2000 31 
 
STILL NO ANSWER ON TESCO - 2000 32 
 
Tesco store to shut on Christmas Eve – August 2000 33 
 
February start for work on Tesco site – December 2000 34 
 
Maurice Clarke - Reflecting on the role of mayor - 2001 35 
 
Dot Dudley - Dot takes over as town mayor - 2001 36 
 
Taxpayers face bill for elected mayor - 2001 37 
 
Store shut for weeks – August 2001 37 
 
What manner of mayor is for us? - 2001 38 
SUPERMARKET giant Tesco has applied for planning permission to rebuild parts of the 
Oakenshaw store damaged in last month's huge blaze. – September 2001 38 
 
Town's 'no' to mayor - 2001 39 
 
Tesco plans facing hitch – January 2002 40 
 
£2.9bn deal is done to buy Safeway – January 2003 40 
 
Steve Wheeler - Mayor fashions a peep - 2003 41 
 
Madge Tillsley - Jamaica honours ex-mayor - 2003 41 
 
Tesco given nod – February 2003 42 
 
Robert John Smith - Ex-mayor dies in car tragedy – March 2003 43 
 
Teachers plug the bus gap – September 2003 45 



70 
 

Workers are gearing up for Royal visitor – September 2003 46 
 
New fears over Alex baby unit – September 2003 47 
 
Arson fear at factory – September 2003 48 
 
Paramedics braved blaze – September 2003 49 
 
THE hunt is on to find any living descendants of a Redditch man who donated a fountain to 
the town in 1883. – October 2003 50 
 
Kieth Boyd-Carpenter - Mayor to aid victims - 2003 51 
 
Kieth Boyd-Carpenter - Mayor opens council - 2003 51 
 
History brought to life – September 2003 52 
 
Push for homeless - 2003 53 
 
Memory Lane – September 2003 54 
 
Star still on song at 80 - 2004 55 
 
Jack Cookson - Meet Jack, our new town mayor - 2004 56 
 
Shops picked for recycling - 2004 56 
 
Minister to help at church - 2005 57 
 
Site earmarked for holocaust memorial – March 2005 58 
 
Church to mark 60th VE day with remembrance service – April 2005 58 
 
Memorial in place – April 2005 59 
 
Wartime memories fondly recalled - 2005 60 
 
Town plans are announced  - 2005 60 
 
Saying thanks as church reaches 150 - 2005 61 
 
Dismay as town snubs VJ Day commemorations - 2005 62 
 
Council vows to back lottery bid – August 2005 63 
 
Vicar opts to go back to school - 2005 64 
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Delve into Palace’s rich history – October 2005 64 
 
Call for Mayor to apologise in schools debate - 2005 65 
 
Time capsule unearthed- A hundred year old time capsule has been unearthed at Redditch’s 
New College during the demolition of an ageing building. – December 2005 66 
 
Past is revealed by time capsule – December 2005 67 
 
Past is revealed by time capsule – December 2005 continued 68 
 
Good News Cheers the Alex Marchers – January 2006 69 
 
Sainsbury's gets the go-ahead to expand - 2006 70 
 
Fears mount Alex services may face the axe – February 2006 71 
 
100 years ago – February 2006 72 
 
AT & T move threat stirs job fears – About 750 jobs could move out of Redditch, as American 
telecoms giant AT&T has threatened to pull out of town. – March 2006 73 
 
AT & T denies rumours of mass redundancies – April 2006 74 
 
Jack Straw visits Redditch – April 2006 74 
 
Bon Anniversaire - 2006 75 
 
Skatepark set to see top skills – May 2006 76 
 
Refit for Tesco – May 2006 77 
 
Campaign is set to help churches - 2006 78 
 
Campaign is set to help churches – 2006 continued 79 
 
Organ extravaganza is a memorial – June 2006 79 
 
New church chaplain  - 2006 80 
 
25 years ago - July 24 1981  - 2006 81 
 
Residents begin protest preparations – Concerns about the future of the hospital – October 
2006 82 
 
25 years ago - October 9, 1981 - 2006 82 
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Time to remember our fighting heroes – November 2006 83 
 
Birthday concert – December 2006 84 
 
Friends in bid to keep chaplains – December 2006 85 
 
Praying for a new vicar - 2006 86 
 
Church marks slavery end - 2007 87 
 
Redditch mourns devoted mayoress – March 2007 87 
 
Historic union- April 2007 88 
 
Church petitions against Alex cuts – April 2007 88 
 
Fountain gets a spring spruce-up – April 2007 89 
 
Fountain gets a spring spruce-up – April 2007 continued 90 
 
50 years ago - April 26, 1957 - 2007 91 
 
100 years ago - April 27, 1907 - 2007 91 
 
Reduced hours at Alex baby unit – June 2007 92 
 
Warm welcome at church - 2007 93 
 
Church celebrates with music - 2007 94 
 
Event raises cash for flood damage – August 2007 95 
 
Opposing views over new medical centre – December 2007 96 
 
Daughter pays a nostalgic tribute - 2008 97 
 
Just in the nick of time – HMP Hewell will be the new name for Blakenhurst, Brockhill and 
Hewell Grange prisons when they merge next month. – March 2008 98 
 
On the cards - 2008 99 
 
ON Saturday, June 7, the third annual Redditch Green Fair - 2008 100 
 
Churches will mark Abbey’s anniversary - 2008 101 
 
Lend a hand in Afghanistan - 2008 102 
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Going back in time - 2008 103 
 
Demolition of Dingleside School gets under way - 2008 104 
 
Ice rink plan revealed to boost town centre - 2008 104 
 
A trip down memory lane – October 2008 105 
 
Services mark Remembrance - 2008 106 
 
Fire sweeps through town centre restaurant - 2008 108 
 
Fire brought town centre to standstill - 2008 109 
 
War time memories - 2008 110 
 
Have your say on town's future - 2008 111 
 
Joy to visit - 2008 112 
 
New Headless Cross church is named - 2009 113 
 
Double victory for green spaces in Redditch - 2009 114 
 
Plans to transform St Stephen’s - 2009 115 
 
Enthusiastic response to Headless Cross Green renovation plans - 2009 116 
 
Redditch heroes finally given recognition for their part in World War One – October 2009 
 117 
 
Row erupts over Smith petition - 2009 118 
 
Community orchard work starts in Headless Cross - 2009 119 
 
Moving tributes but dismay at poor turnout – November 2009 120 
 
Christmas as it used to be – December 2009 121 
 
Jack sows beans for panto season – December 2009 122 
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