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This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for”Churches & Religion” document which gives an 

overall view of Religious life in Redditch through the years 1808 - 2016.  

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 

the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 

by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles - 3 

Places of Worship in Redditch 

(Document 1808 – 1850) 

 

Contents 

The Chapel erected in 1808 6 

The Bishop of the Diocese consecrated an additional Burial Ground to the Chapel at 

Redditch, on Monday last. – December 1827 6 

On Sunday se’nnight, a fine toned Organ, built by Mr C. Barnard of Alcester, was opened at 

Redditch Chapel by Mr Osborne, Organist of Evesham. - 1827 6 

A splendid Roman Catholic Chapel has been erected on the summit of a hill near the 

manufacturing town of Redditch. – January 1834 6 

Opening of a new Catholic Church – “Mount Carmel Church” – May 1834 7 

Mount Carmel Church - 1834 7 

The Hon. Robert Henry and Lady Harriet Clive, have erected a parsonage house at a cost of 

between one and two thousand pounds, which they have attached to Tardebigge Vicarage, 

as a residence for the minster of Redditch. – May 1840 7 

A meeting of the Redditch Auxiliary Bible Society – August 1840 8 

Rev. Mr Pope, died on the 3rd August – 1841 8 

Preferment – The Lord Bishop of Worcester has been pleased to appoint the Rev. G. F. 

Fessey, B.A., Perpetual Curate of Redditch, to be one of the Rural Deans of the Deanery of 

Wick. – February 1842 9 

A handsome service of plate was yesterday presented to the Rev. J. Clayton by his late flock, 

on the occasion of his leaving the town of Redditch. – February 1842 9 

Redditch - The Chancellor of this Diocese has appointed the Rev. G. F. Fessey, perpetual 

Curate of Redditch, to be a Surrogate for granting marriage licenses in the said diocese. – 

March 1842 9 
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An interesting ceremony was performed at Redditch, by the baptism of five grown-up young 

persons, the sons and daughters of the late Mr J. B. Bromley, printer and bookseller. – March 

1842 9 

New Chapel of Ease at Ipsley – October 1842 10 

Opening of the New Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Redditch – April 1843 11 

The Wesleyan Methodists of Headless Cross, near Redditch, have recently erected two school 

rooms, in connexion with their chapel. - November 1843 11 

On Sunday next, August 10, Beoley Church, which has been re-pewed and otherwise repaired 

will be re-opened for Divine Service. – August 1845 12 

Beoley Church – on the eastern borders of our county, has just been re-opened, and the 

interior generally renovated; it has now a very neat and appropriate appearance. – August 

1845 13 

Catholic Church of Mount Carmel – On Sunday last two eloquent and impressive sermons 

were preached by the Rev. H. Smith, of Coventry, on the occasion of the re-opening of the 

organ and the introduction of Gas. – January 1846 14 

The sum of £9.11s.6½d was collected at Redditch Chapel. – May 1846 14 

A new window has during the past week, been fixed in the eastern end of Redditch Chapel.

 14 

Warwickshire Standard – Redditch –Independent Order of United Brothers and Sisters of the 

Leicester Unity – Procession through the principal streets and by a public dinner in the 

assembly room, Red Lion Inn. – June 1846 15 

Bible Association – A meeting of this association was held in the spacious new school-rooms 

of this place. – September 1846 16 

The Famine in Ireland – February 1847 17 

Wesleyan Chapel – March 1847 17 

Bible Society – The annual meeting of this Society took place in the spacious National School-

room, at Redditch, on Tuesday week. - September 1847 17 

Redditch – The Annual meeting of the Redditch branch of the British Foreign Bible Society. – 

September 1847 17 
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Mischievous Report – In consequence of a report which has been put in circulation in the 

neighbourhood of Redditch, that several bodies interred in Beoley Church had been exhumed 

by the Sexton, Wm. Long, and disposed of for the purpose of dissection – April 1848 18 

The Chapel – The reading desks, pulpit, cushions and communion-table at this chapel have 

just been newly covered with handsome cloth and velvet purchased by a subscription 

originated by the ladies belonging to the congregation. – May 1848 19 

School Anniversary - 1848 19 

Sermons – August 1848 19 

Headless Cross Wesleyan Chapel – December 1848 19 

Wesleyan Chapel 20 

Concert – On the 7th inst. a concert was held at the National School-room, in aid of the funds 

of the chapel choir. – May 1849 20 

The Church Rate Question – In consequence of Mr Williams, landlord of the Red Lion Inn, 

being summoned for a church-rate, a public meeting was convened on Monday in the large 

assembly room. – June 1849 21 

Tea Entertainment – We understand the Crabbs Cross Wesleyans held a tea-party last 

weekend in aid of the Chapel funds, which was well attended. – July 1849 21 

Tea Meeting – September 1849 22 

Opening of a new chapel 22 

Friday, the General Day of Humiliation – October 1849 22 

Lady Harriet Clive entertained one hundred guests at tea in the schoolroom, at Redditch on 

the 4th inst., in honour of the return of the Rev. J. Mackarness and his bride to their 

residence. – October 1849 23 

The Lord Bishop of Worcester consecrated on Tuesday last, a new piece of burial ground 

which has just been added to the yard belonging to Redditch Church. – October 1849 23 

Thanksgiving Day – The day was strictly observed here; the shops and manufactories were 

all closed, and the various places of worship were thronged with attentive congregations. – 

November 1849 23 

Musical and Tea Entertainment - 1850 24 
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Headless Cross – An arrangement has just been completed, by which this neighbourhood will 

be formed into an ecclesiastical district, independent of the respective parishes of Tardebigg, 

Feckenham, and Ipsley, in which several parishes Headless Cross is situate. – 1850 24 

A tribute of Affection – The inhabitants of Tardebigg can now boast of their church 

containing one of the most magnificent fonts in the county. – November 1850 25 

Papal Aggression – An address to the Queen has been numerously signed in this town 

against the recent papal aggression. – November 1850 25 

Lectures on Popery – December 1850 25 

The Vicar of Tardebigg questioned about his religious opinions – December 1850 26 

Acknowledgements 27 
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Places of Worship in Redditch 

(Document 1851-1900) 

 

Contents 

Catholic Schools – A tea and musical in aid of the Sunday and Day school in connection with 

Mount Carmel Church. - 1851 19 

The Mount Carmel Church – 13th March duly registered for solemnizing marriages - 1851

 20 

The Funeral of the late Rev. H. Humphreys in the Independent Chapel, where he had 

laboured as a minister for twenty-two years. – August 1851 20 

The principal inhabitants of Redditch, most liberally seconded by Colonel Clive, have 

determined upon erecting an elegant and commodious church. – December 1851 21 

Proposed New Church – December 1851 21 

The Proposed New Church – Although the inhabitants have responded very liberally to the 

call which has been made upon them with respect to the projected erection of a New Church, 

we are given to understand the amount subscribed does not reach £1,400.- January 1852 21 

The New Church – A plan for the new Church has at length arrived. – April 1852 21 

The New Church – The designs for this building which have been prepared by Mr Woodyear, 

of Guildford have been received and were submitted to the committee. – April 1852 22 

Webheath Chapel – Petition to the House of Commons, against the Militia Bill. – May 1852

 22 

Temperance Hotel Meeting – The Temperance Society held its thirteenth anniversary. - 1852

 22 

The Vicar of Tardebigg – We hear that the respected Vicar of Tardebigg, Mr Mackarness, 

was taken ill and fell down in a fit while performing Divine Service on Sunday last. – June 

1852 23 

Opposition by some of the Committee of the removing of the old Chapel. – March 1853 

 23 
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The erection of a new church at Redditch, Worcestershire, was commenced on Monday. – 

August 1853 24 

Last Services at the Chapel 0 August 1853 24 

Cemetery – A public meeting was held on the 24th instant to determine on the site for a new 

Cemetery. – October 1853 24 

St Luke’s, Headless Cross – The anniversary of the opening of St Luke’s Church, Headless 

Cross. – October 1853 24 

The New Church – The preparations for the erection are steadily progressing, nearly the 

whole of the old edifice being taken down. October 1853 25 

The Foundation Stone laid at the new Church by Lady Harriet Clive. – November 1853 25 

The Late Colonel Clive – An obituary window in the new church is projected to the memory of 

the late lamented Col. Clive. – June 1854 25 

Accident at the New Church – On Saturday morning last three workmen named Paxton, 

Court and Boucott, were at work on some scaffolding attached to the tower of the new 

church, when it suddenly gave way and precipitated them to the ground. – October 1854 

 26 

The New Church has now been roofed in – November 1854 26 

The New Church – Lord Ward has most munificently subscribed £50 towards the Clive 

Memorial Window. – November 1854 26 

The New Church – We are informed that the tower and spire of this fine edifice will now, by 

the liberality of Lady Harriet Clive and others, be completed. – November 1854 27 

An exceedingly beautiful memorial window- in two compartments, representing the Blessed 

Virgin and St John, has been recently placed in the south-eastern aisle of Beoley Church, by F. 

Mumford, Esq., of Bath, in memory of his late wife, Sarah Elizabeth. – January 1855 27 

Advert – To Builders and Others - Persons desirous of Contracting with the Burial Board of 

Redditch for the Erection of a Small chapel in the Cemetery at Redditch. – January 1855 

 27 

New Church at Redditch – The Bishop of Worcester has consecrated a new church, dedicated 

to St Stephen, at Redditch in the parish of Tardebiggge. – August 1855 30 

Vicarages – The Rev. G. F. Fessey to the Vicarage of Redditch, Worcestershire. – October 

1855 30 
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Ecclesiastical – Preferments and Appointments – Rev. G. F. Fessey, M.A. late of Lincoln 

College Oxford, to the vicarage of Redditch, Worcestershire – patroness Lady H. Clive. – 

October 1855 30 

Independent Chapel – On Wednesday last, a tea meeting was held at the Independent 

Chapel in this place, the object of which was to clear off a debt on the organ. – October 1855

 30 

Puseyite Commemoration – Anniversary of St Luke’s Church - 1855 31 

The New Church – The cost of the building of St Stephen’s church, Redditch, has been 

£7,016.16s.2d., including commission to the architect and salary to the clerk of the works. – 

May 1856 32 

Wesleyan Bazaar – In aid of a fund for paying off an old debt on the chapel. - 1856 33 

Open Air Preaching – February 1857 33 

Bells for the Parish Church – March 1857 33 

Headless Cross Wesleyan Chapel – Instead of repairing the present building, to take it down 

and erect a new chapel. – March 1857 34 

Wesleyan Chapel – It is intended to rebuild the Wesleyan Chapel at Headless Cross.  The 

collectors have met with such good success, that they hope to do this without incurring any 

debt by the co-operation of the public. – April 1857 34 

Baptism and Burial - 1857 34 

Churchwardens – At a vestry meeting, held last week Messrs. John Osborne and William 

Ricketts were again chosen churchwardens for the present year. - 1857 34 

Unfounded charges against the incumbent – May 1857 35 

The Child-Burial Case – May 1857 36 

Headless Cross  - Refusal to have the body of a child taken into the Church – May 1857 

 37 

Headless Cross  - Refusal to have the body of a child taken into the Church – May 1857 

continued 38 

Ecclesiastical – The Rev. F. Lacon – May 1857 38 

The Alleged refusal to bury a child – May 1857 39 
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The Alleged refusal to bury a child – May 1857 continued 40 

Headless Cross – New Wesleyan Chapel – August 1857 41 

The New Bells were brought from Bromsgrove station and placed under the tower ready for 

hoisting up to their place. – September 1857 42 

Visit of the Lord Lietutenant, Lord Lyttelton who was accompanied by the Hon. W. E. 

Gladstone, M.P., recently paid a visit to St Stephen’s church. – September 1857 42 

Church Festival – The anniversary of the opening of St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross were 

celebrated. – October 1857 43 

The New Bells – On Sunday, the 1st inst., a peal was rung on these bells. – November 1857

 44 

The Church – Anniversary of the opening of the Parish Chuch. - 1859 44 

Laying the Foundation Stone of the Wesleyan Day and Sunday Schools. – November 1859  

 45 

Accident in a Chapel – At the  Roman Catholic Chapel – A portion of the plaster of Paris 

cornice had given way, falling on the occupants of the gallery and thence into the body of 

the church. – October 1862 46 

Church Decoration – Some few months ago the chancel of the parish church of Beoley 

underwent a thorough repair, was in fact, nearly re-built. – December 1862 46 

The Wesleyan Bazaar on the green at the Unicorn Hotel. - 1863 47 

Wesleyan Bazaar – In aid of funds for the purpose of liquidating the debt on the day schools 

belonging to this congregation. – June 1863 47 

The Total Amount realised by the Wesleyan Bazaar was £243. - 1863 48 

Church Anniversary – St Stephen’s - 1863 48 

Gas Explosion – At St Stephen’s Church – December 1863 49 

Concert – Members of the Redditch Choral Society gave a concert in the school-room, the 

proceeds of which are to be devoted to the erection of a new Baptist Chapel. – February 

1864 49 

Primitive Methodist Bazaar - 1864 50 
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National Schools – Two sermons were preached on Sunday in St Stephen’s Church. – August 

1865 50 

A Banner presented to St Stephen’s Choir by Captain R. S. Bartleet, on behalf of Mrs Bartleet. 

– September 1865 51 

Presentation to St Stephen’s Choir - 1865 51 

A long continued and very destructive gale – 1865 52 

Workmen have been employed in pulling down two tenements, which a century ago were 

used for the purpose of a Quakers’ meeting-house. – November 1865 52 

Taking down a Portion of the Spire of St Stephen’s Church. – December 1865 52 

The Disarrangement of the Spire of St Stephen’s Church, by the hurricane. – January 1866

 53 

On Wednesday, the repair of the spire of St Stephen’s Church, injured in the late storm was 

completed. – February 1866 53 

On Thursday, a strong muster of Mormons assembled at the Railway, to start for Salt Lake. – 

May 1866 54 

Wesleyan Chapel – The anniversary sermons on behalf of the trust fund of this place of 

worship were preached in the chapel. - 1866 54 

Commissioners’ Meeting - 1866 54 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross – The parish of Headless Cross contains above 2,000 

inhabitants, nearly all of the working class and the population is fast increasing. – 1866 

 55 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross – The parish of Headless Cross contains above 2,000 

inhabitants, nearly all of the working class and the population is fast increasing. – 1866 

continued 56 

Headless Cross - Church Enlargement – The Baroness Windsor has given the handsome sum 

of £200 towards the proposed enlargement of the church at this place. – October 1866 

 56 

New Baptist Chapel is in Ipsley Street – November 1866 57 

New Baptist Chapel is in Ipsley Street – November 1866 continued 58 
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The Wesleyan Chapel – Considerable efforts are now being put forth by the superintendent 

of the circuit to reduce the debt of £1,000 now existing on the chapel. – January 1867 58 

To Builders – Work of partially taking down and re-building and enlarging the Church of St 

Luke, Headless Cross. – February 1867 59 

The Church – The south-east window of the nave has been filled with stained glass, the gift 

of T. M. Bartlett, Esq. – April 1867 59 

St Luke’s Church – the tender of Mr Scriven, (£1,311) for taking down, re-building, and 

enlarging this church has been accepted. – April 1867 60 

Opening of a New Baptist Chapel – May 1867 60 

Concert in the Rifle Corps Room by the Redditch Primitive Methodist choir, in aid of a fund 

for the purchase of a piece of land at Headless Cross, whereon to erect a chapel. – June 1867

 61 

Bible Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch British and Foreign Bible Society was held 

at the National School Rooms. - 1867 61 

Re-opening of Ipsley Church – June 1867 62 

Restoration of Ipsley Church – This ancient church having undergone a process of complete 

restoration, was opened for Divine worship on the 20th inst. – June 1867 62 

The Heating of the Parish Church – January 1868 63 

Bazaar organised by the members of the Redditch Circuit of the United Methodist Free 

Churches. – July 1868 63 

Wesleyan Chapel – 1868 63 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross near Redditch was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 

Worcester. – April 1868 64 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross near Redditch was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 

Worcester. – April 1868 continued 65 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross near Redditch was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 

Worcester. – April 1868 continued 66 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross near Redditch was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 

Worcester. – April 1868 continued 67 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross near Redditch was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 

Worcester. – April 1868 continued 68 
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St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross near Redditch was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 

Worcester. – April 1868 continued 69 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross near Redditch was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 

Worcester. – April 1868 continued 70 

Wesleyan Methodist Town Mission - 1868 71 

Wesleyan Chapel – This chapel has been thoroughly renovated and decorated, and was re-

opened for Divine worship on Sunday. – August 1868 71 

St Stephen’s Church – Opening of the New Organ – September 1868 72 

Wanted, a Candidate to trained for Missionary work abroad in connection with the Church of 

England. - 1870 72 

Church Consecration – The consecration by the Bishop of Worcester of St Philip’s Church, 

Webheath, took place on the 22nd inst. – March 1870 73 

Bible Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch branch of this society was held at the 

National Schools. - 1870 74 

St Philip’s Church – A great addition has now been made to this church by the erection of the 

reredos. – July 1870 74 

The Action Against the Rev. H. G. Gray – July 1870 75 

The Late Baroness Windsor – In memory of this deceased and much-respected lady, a very 

handsome four-light window of stained glass, after designs by Preedy of London. – 

September 1870 75 

The effects of the Rev. H. D. Gray late congregational minister, were last week sold by public 

auction by Mr Walter James.  The furniture and library realised about £110. – March 1871

 76 

The New Church of St Philip, at Webheath, in the parish of Tardebigge, was designed by Mr 

Preedy, and erected at the cost of the late Baroness Windsor, on a site given by Richard 

Hemming, Esq., of Bentley Manor. – April 1871 76 

Archidiaconal Church Extension Society - 1871 76 

Special Sermons – Two sermons were preached in the Congregational Chapel. - 1872 77 

Sermon – The Rev. J. Guttridge, a well known preacher among the United Methodists, 

preached to a large congregation  in the new chapel at Evesham Street. – February 1872 

 77 
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Worcestershire Association of Baptist Churches – The annual meeting at the Baptist Chapel, 

Redditch. - 1872 78 

Worcestershire Association of Baptist Churches – The annual meeting at the Baptist Chapel, 

Redditch. – 1872 continued 79 

A Gipsy Wedding was celebrated at the Baptist Chapel. - 1872 79 

Church Bazaar – In aid of the funds for the building of a new church amounted to about 

£316. - 1872 80 

Re-opening of the Roman Catholic Church. – This church has recently been repaired and 

decorated by Mr Hardman of Birmingham. - 1872 80 

Chapel Anniversary – Anniversary of the United Methodist Chapel. - 1872 81 

To Builder, Contractors, and Others – The Trustees of the Headless Cross Wesleyan Chapel 

invite tenders for enlarging and altering school and erecting new Chapel and class rooms at 

Headless Cross. – June 1873 81 

Headless Cross New Wesleyan Chapel – Four memorial stones were laid. – September 1873

 82 

Farewell Tea Meeting and Presentation to the Rev. J. H. Feek. - 1873 83 

Opening of a New Wesleyan Chapel – February 1874 84 

The Organist of the Parish Church, Mr S. Sparrow, is about to resign. – June 1874 84 

New Church at Redditch – St George’s – The corner-stone of the new church now being 

erected in the Beoley Road, was laid by Lady Mary Windsor Clive. – August 1875 85 

New Church at Redditch – St George’s – The corner-stone of the new church now being 

erected in the Beoley Road, was laid by Lady Mary Windsor Clive. – August 1875 continued

 86 

The work of church extension in this diocese is well maintained. – August 1875 87 

St George’s Church – A Christmas Tree and sale of fancy articles in aid of the building fund of 

this church. – January 1876 87 

Congregational Church – Resolved to raise during last year an extra sum of £100, which was 

required to entirely free the church from debt. – January 1876 88 

Bible Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch Auxiliary Branch of the British and 

Foreign Bible Society was held in the Park Road Room. - 1876 88 
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At St Stephen’s Church on Sunday, £13 was collected in aid of the General Hospital funds.  In 

the evening collections were made for the Blackwell Sanatorium funds and amounted to 

£9.10s. - 1876 89 

United Methodist Free Church – The chapel in connection with this denomination was re-

opened for public worship on Sunday, after undergoing repairs. – November 1876 89 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 90 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 91 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 92 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 93 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 94 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 95 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 96 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 97 

Consecration of a new Church at Redditch – A new church dedicated to St George, was 

opened by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, at Redditch. – December 1876 continued 98 

Opening of the New Organ at St George’s Church. – July 1878 99 

Wesleyan Chapel – This chapel after undergoing considerable repairs, was opened for 

service. July 1878 99 

St George’s Church – Collections in aid of the fund for the Queen’s Hosptial, Birmingham. - 

1878 100 

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel - 1878 100 

Service of Song – Wesleyan Sunday School, Headless Cross. – December 1878 100 
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Primitive Methodist Chapel - At the Park Road Room, on Monday evening, a tea and concert 

were held in aid of the choir funds.  About 120 sat down to tea.  The concert was well 

attended and in every way satisfactory. - 1879 101 

Choral Festival – St Stephen’s Church - 1879 101 

Church Decorations - 1879 101 

Primitive Methodist Bazaar – In aid for the fund for the building site of a new chapel, was 

held in the Park Road Room. – January 1880 102 

Choral Service – St Stephen’s Church - 1880 102 

Sanitary Matters – Wesleyan Chapel - 1880 103 

United Methodist Free Church – A very largely attended public tea in aid of the church fund. - 

1880 103 

Wesleyan Thanksgiving Fund - 1880 104 

Flower Service at St George’s Church – A children’s flower service on behalf of the Children’s 

Hospital, Birmingham. - 1880 104 

Wesleyan Chapel – The annual sermons in aid of the trust fund. - 1880 105 

Church of England Temperance Society - 1880 105 

Sunday School Anniversary – Congregational Church - 1880 105 

Sunday Schools Centenary – Services were held in the various chapels in Redditch and 

Headless Cross district. - 1880 106 

Sunday School Centenary – Public tea was provided in the United Methodist Free Church 

School Room and in the Park Road Room, each being well attended. - 1880 107 

Harvest Thanksgiving Services – St Stephen’s Church - 1880 108 

Congregational Church – The annual tea meeting was held in the school-room and was well 

attended. - 1880 108 

Wesleyan Missions - 1880 109 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service – A service was held in St George’s Church. - 1880 109 

Church Missionary Society and United Methodist Free Church - 1880 110 

Primitive Methodist Chapel - 1880 110 
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St George’s Church – Collections made, in aid of the General Hospital, Birmingham. - 1880

 111 

Funeral Under the Burials Act – November 1880 111 

Concert – A concert was given in the Park Road Room by the Wesleyan chapel choir in aid of 

the fund for enlarging the chapel. – November 1880 112 

Hospital Services – St Stephen’s Church - 1880 113 

Christmas Trees – January 1881 113 

Wesleyan Home Missions & United Methodist Free Church - 1881 114 

Concert – Choir of the United Methodist Free Church - 1881 114 

Primitive Methodist Choir & Juvenile Bible Meeting - 1881 115 

A Concert was given in the Park Road Room, in aid of the fund for the erection of a Sunday 

School in connection with the Wesleyan Chapel. - 1881 115 

Memorial Window – St Stephen’s Church – In memory of the late Mr Henry Milwar. – March 

1881 116 

Memorial Window in the north aisle of St Stephen’s Church - 1881 116 

Church of England Temperance Society - 1881 117 

Primitive Methodist Chapel – A “fruit banquet” interspersed with singing, recitations &c. was 

given in this chapel, in aid of the trust fund. - 1881 117 

Bazaar in aid of St George’s Sunday School and organ funds. - 1881 118 

Easter Vestry - 1881 119 

Sunday School Anniversary – Sermons were preached in the Primitive Methodist Chapel by 

Rev. W. B. Cheshire to large congregations. - 1881 119 

Rev Charles A. Dickins, vicar of Tardebigge was installed as an honorary canon in the 

Cathedral Church of Worcester. – June 1881 120 

Enlargement of the Wesleyan Chapel – The ceremony of laying the memorial stones of the 

enlarged portion of the Wesleyan Chapel and Sunday Schools took place in the presence of a 

large number of spectators. – June 1881 121 

The Parish Schools - 1881 122 

Baptist Sunday School Anniversary - 1881 122 
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Primitive Methodist Chapel – T, of two sermons in aid of the trust fund were preached by the 

Rev. G. Shepherd, of Dawley, to good congregations. - 1881 123 

United Methodist Free Church – Two sermons were preached in the chapel by the Rev. E. 

Orme. - 1881 123 

Wesleyan Chapel – A reception tea meeting was held in the new Sunday School Assembly 

Room. - 1881 124 

British and Foreign Bible Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch auxiliary was held on 

Tuesday evening, and was very largely attended. - 1881 125 

Wesleyan Chapel – The re-opening services were continued. - 1881 126 

President Garfield – Muffled bells of St Stephen’s  as a mark of respect to memory of the 

President of the American republic who was interred that day. – October 1881 126 

List of Churches and Hours of Divine Service - 1881 127 

St George’s Church – Harvest thanksgiving services were held in this church. - 1881 128 

Re-opening of the Wesleyan Chapel - 1881 129 

Primitive Methodist Chapel – Two impressive sermons were preached by Rev. H. Parrish, of 

Bromsgrove, to full congregations. – November 1881 129 

St Stephen’s Church 130 

Mount Carmel Church 130 

Service of Song – In the new Wesleyan Schoolroom. – December 1881 130 

Wesleyan Chapel – A Choral Service - 1881 131 

Mount Carmel Schools – The annual tea and dancing party. December 1881 131 

Christmas Trees and Bazaar – December 1881 132 

“Christ and his Soldiers” – This sacred oratorio, by John Farmer, organist of Harrow School, 

was given in St George’s Church. – December 1881 132 

Wesleyan Missionary Society – A public meeting, in aid of these missions, was held in the 

Wesleyan Chapel. – January 1881 133 

Two concerts were given in the Park Road Room in aid of the organ fund of the United 

Methodist Free Church. - 1882 133 
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Proposed New Church – An important meeting was held in Astwood Bank, 23rd ult., in 

reference to building a new church in that place. – March 1882 134 

Proposed New Church at Astwood Bank – April 1882 134 

Church of England Temperance Society – Two sermons in connection with the Redditch 

branch were preached by the Rev. W. Kipling Cox. – April 1882 135 

Concert – Congregational school-room in aid of the choir fund. 0 April 1882 135 

Annual Catholic Party - 1882 135 

Concert – On behalf of St Stephen’s Sunday schools - 1882 136 

Primitive Methodist Chapel – Sermons in aid of the Sabbath school were preached by the 

Rev. W. B. Cheshire. – April 1882 136 

Congregational Church – The annual sermons, in aid of the Sunday Schools. - 1882 137 

Service of Song – United Methodist Free Church – In aid of the school harmonium fund. – 

June 1882 137 

Primitive Methodist Chapel – Special sermons were preached in this church by the Rev. J. 

Butcher, the collection being in aid of the Headless Cross Chapel Fund. – June 1882 137 

Baptist Chapel – The anniversary services in connection with these schools took place. – July 

1882 138 

Garden Party in Mr W. Avery’s premises in aid of the enlargement fund of the Headless Cross 

Wesleyan Chapel – July 1882 138 

Sunday School Sermons & Headless Cross Wesleyan Chapel - 1882 139 

St Stephen’s Church & St George’s Church – August 1882 139 

Church of St Bartholomew – August 1882 140 

Blue Ribbon Army - 1882 141 

British and Foreign Bible Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch auxiliary was held in 

the Park Road Room. – September 1882 142 

Harvest Thanksgiving Festival - 1882 142 

St George’s Church & Mount Carmel Roman Catholic Church’s Harvest thanksgiving - 1882

 143 

Church Missionary Society – March 1883 143 
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Service of Song – Congregational Church – March 1883 144 

Wesleyan Sunday Schools – A very pleasant gathering was held in these schools under the 

presidency of Mr W. Avery. – March 1883 145 

The annual Catholic Party took place in the Drill Hall. – March 1883 146 

Burial Board – A tender for repairing, painting, &c., the two chapels in the cemetery was 

accepted. – July 1883 146 

Wesleyan School Treat – July 1883 146 

Heating the Parish Church – A vestry meeting was held in the National Schools to consider 

the report and recommendation of the committee to enquire into the best means of 

warming St Stephen’s. – August 1883 147 

Farewell Meeting in connection with the cessation of labour in this district of the Rev. W. 

Evans, pastor of the United Methodist Free Church. – September 1883 148 

Gift from Lord Windsor – At a meeting of the Burial Board a letter was read from Mr 

Tomson, agent to Lord Windsor, stating that his lordship would give the three acres of land 

required to enlarge the Cemetery. - 1883 149 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service – St Stephen’s Church. - 1883 150 

St George’s Church – The harvest thanksgiving services. - 1883 151 

St George’s School – A lecture under the title of “First Impressions of America,” was given by 

Mr V. Milward in aid of the funds of the school. – December 1883 152 

Bazaar – In aid of the fund for purchasing land for a new Primitive Methodist Chapel – 

December 1883 152 

Watch Night – United Methodist Free Church – January 1884 153 

Burial Board – Enlargement of the Cemetery – January 1884 153 

Resignation of the Vicar – The Rev. G. F. Fessey, who has held the position of vicar of 

Redditch for something like 43 years, has announced his intentions of resigning. – January 

1884 154 

Resignation of the Vicar – January 1884 154 

Testimonial to the Vicar, Rev. G. F. Fessey – January 1884 155 

The Rev. G. Astbury - 1884 155 
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Testimonial to the Vicar – January 1884 156 

Service of Song – A very large congregation assembled in the Congregational Church to listen 

to a service of song, entitled “The Monk that Shook the World.” – February 1884 156 

Church Missionary Society - 1884 157 

St George’s Church – The Rev. J. S. Turner, curate of Horninglow, has been appointed curate-

in-charge of St George’s, Redditch. – March 1884 157 

Church and hours of Divine Service – March 1884 158 

Church and hours of Divine Service – 1884 continued 159 

St George’s Church – The Rev. James Smith Turner, the newly-appointed curate of St 

George’s Church, preached for the first time on Sunday last to large congregation, especially 

in the evening. – April 1884 160 

Preferment – The Rev. George Astbury, M.A., formerly curate of St George’s, Redditch, was 

on Saturday installed as vicar of Smethwick. - 1884 160 

Baptist Chapel – The anniversary sermons were preached by the Rev. J. C. Walton of 

Birmingham. – April 1884 161 

Confirmation – The Bishop of Worcester held a confirmation in the parish church. – May 

1884 162 

Wesleyan School Treat – The children of the several Wesleyan Sunday Schools in the town 

held their anniversary. - 1884 162 

The Resignation of the Vicar – The Rev. G. F. Fessey – August 1884 163 

We understand that the important living of Redditch is vacant by the resignation of the Rev. 

G. F. Fessey M.A., have been offered by Lord Windsor to the Rev. H. C. Milward, M.A., 

chaplain of Upper Berwick =, Shrewsbury. – August 1884 163 

The Rev. H. C. Milward, M.A. (B.A. 1855) has been appointed Vicar of Redditch. – September 

1884 164 

The New Vicar of Redditch – The ceremony for the induction of the Rev. H. C. Milward as 

Vicar of Redditch was performed in the Parish Church. – September 1884 164 

The New Vicar – On Sunday last the newly inducted vicar, the Rev. H. C. Milward, read 

himself in the with usual formalities. – September 1884 165 

Beoley Church, near Redditch – Tender for Work in Connection with the Restoration &c., of 

Beoley Church. – November 1884 165 
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Choral Festival – The annual festival of the Bromsgrove branch of the Worcester Church 

Choral Association was held yesterday, in the Parish Church, Redditch. – June 1885 165 

Restoration of Beoley Church – October 1885 166 

The Salvation Army held a great demonstration, on the occasion of the visit of “Colonel” 

Fawcett, of Birmingham, to present the colours of the army to the local corps. – December 

1885 167 

Service of Song, entitled “Village Bells,” was given by the Sunday School children in 

connection with the Church of England Temperance Society. – January 1886 168 

Church of England Temperance Society – February 1886 169 

Vestry Meeting - The usual Easter vestry meeting was held at the Parish Church. - May  

1886 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………169 

Mount Pleasant Baptist Chapel – The Rev. H. J. Durrant of Studley, commenced his stated 

ministry at Mount Pleasant Baptist Chapel. – June 1886 170 

Harvest Festival – Parish Church - 1886 170 

Diocese of Worcester – The Rev. Henry W. Lea, M.A., has been appointed to the curacy of 

Redditch. – October 1886 171 

The Church of our Lady of Mount Carmel was most beautifully decorated for the harvest 

festival. – October 1886 171 

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel – November 1886 171 

Christmas Day – January 1887 172 

Church Missionary Society – The annual sermons on behalf of the society were preached in 

the parish church. – July 1887 173 

Young Women’s Guild – St Stephen’s Church - 1887 174 

Absurd Conduct of a Sexton – October 1888 175 

Death of the Rev. G. F. Fessey – November 1888 176 

Japanese Bazaar was held in the Public Hall, Redditch, for the purpose of reducing the debt 

on the heating apparatus of St Leonard’s Church, Beoley. – November 1888 177 

Memorial window in memory of the late Vicar, The Rev. G. F. Fessey – January 1889 178 

Help Myself Society - 1889 178 
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Church of England Temperance Society – A largely attended meeting of the society was held 

in the National Schools. – January 1889 179 

Lord Windsor – two acres of ground adjoining present cemetery. – March 1889 180 

St George’s Mission Room – On Good Friday a tea to elderly people was given, presided over 

by Mrs Jephcott and Mrs Hewitt. - 1889 180 

Easter Vestry – April 1889 181 

New Congregational Schools – Memorial-stones of new Congregational Schools were laid in 

the presence of a large number of ladies and gentlemen. – May 1889 182 

New Congregational Schools – Memorial-stones of new Congregational Schools were laid in 

the presence of a large number of ladies and gentlemen. – May 1889 continued 183 

Confirmation – Parish Church - 1889 184 

Church Missionary Society – The annual sermons in connection with this society. - 1889 184 

The Late Rev. G. F. Fessey – A suggestion was made some time ago that the town should 

possess some memorial of the late Rev. George Frederick Fessey. – August 1889 185 

Harvest Festival - 1889 185 

Christmas Day – The parish church was most tastefully decorated. – December 1889 186 

Wesleyan Conference 186 

Death of Minister – August 1890 186 

Christmas Day – At the parish church there was a choral celebration of the Holy Communion. 

– January 1890 187 

Presentation to a Curate – The Rev. H. R. Hall, who is leaving his curacy here for one at 

Spitalfields, London. - 1891 187 

The new Primitive Wesleyan Chapel which has been erected in Alecester Street at a cost of 

£1,150, was opened. – January 1891 188 

New Primitive Methodist Chapel - 1891 188 

The anniversary of the marriage of the Prince and Princess of Wales was observed by the 

ringing of the bells of the parish church. – March 1891 188 

Congregational Church 189 

Presentation – St George’s Church 190 
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The Queen’s Birthday – Merry peals from the tower of the parish church. – May 1891 190 

Church Missionary Society – The annual meeting on behalf of this society took place. – July 

1891 191 

Resignation of the Rev. H. C. Milward – October 1891 191 

Harvest Thanksgiving – Parish Church - 1891 192 

The Rev. H. C. Milward, M.A., Vicar of Redditch has been offered the Vicarage of Lyonshall. – 

October 1891 192 

Church Temperance Society – Farewell Address – November 1891 193 

Renovation of Redditch Parish Church – November 1891 194 

Renovation of Redditch Parish Church – 1891 continued 195 

To the Editor of the Daily Post – November 1891 196 

The Vicarage of Redditch – The living of Redditch vacated by the preferment of the Rev. H. C. 

Milward, has been accepted by the Rev. Horace Newton, vicar of Driffield, Yorkshire. – 

December 1891 197 

Primitive Methodist Chapel – The first anniversary sermons of the new Primitive Methodist 

Chapel. – January 1892 197 

Sunday School Anniversary – Crabbs Cross Wesleyan Sunday Schools – June 1892 198 

Church and Chapel News – June 1892 199 

Church and Chapel News – June 1892 continued 200 

Church and Chapel News – June 1892 continued 201 

Church Missionary Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch auxiliary took place in the 

Temperance Hall when there was a large attendance. – July 1892 202 

Primitive Methodist Chapel – Mrs S. Allcock formally opened a bazaar in the Methodist 

School, promoted for the purpose of clearing off the debt on the new chapel. – July 1892 

 202 

Renovation of St Stephen’s Church – August 1892 203 

Parish Church – The annual harvest thanksgiving service took place. – October 1892 204 



25 

 

The Rev. C. Duxbury at Redditch – A very successful week’s Evangelistic Mission was 

concluded at the Baptist Chapel, Redditch. – December 1892 205 

Renovation of Redditch Parish Church – March 1893 206 

Primitive Methodist Chapel – The anniversary sermons were preached by the Rev. A. E. 

Proctor, late pastor to good congregations. – January 1894 207 

Accident at the Parish Church – March 1894 207 

Easter Vestries – The annual vestry meeting of St Stephen’s Church was held at the National 

Schools. – March 1894 208 

Worcestershire Baptist Association – The 56th annual meeting of this association was 

commenced on Monday. – June 1894 208 

Congregational Church – The Sunday-school anniversary sermons were preached by the Rev. 

T. G. Vinson, of Lye. – May 1894 209 

Churchyard Maintenance - 1894 209 

School Treats – The annual treat for the Methodist Free Church Schools took place in a field 

lent by Messrs. Huins and Sons. – July 1894 209 

The Free Pew Question – A meeting of the pew holders in the parish church called by the 

Vicar (the Rev. Canon Newton), was held in the National School, to consider the question of 

making the whole of the seats free in the parish church. – August 1894 210 

Reopening of Redditch Parish Church – September 1894 211 

Reopening of Redditch Parish Church – September 1894 continued 212 

Reopening of Redditch Parish Church – September 1894 continued 213 

Reopening of Redditch Parish Church – September 1894 continued 214 

Reopening of Redditch Parish Church – September 1894 continued 215 

The New Vicar of Beoley – The Rev. Joseph Samuel Sandys, who has been appointed Vicar of 

Beoley, Redditch, was educated at Christ Church College, Cambridge. – October 1894 216 

Church Parade – The annual church parade of the Redditch Company of the 2nd Battalion, 

Worcestershire Volunteers took place. – October 1894 216 

Wesleyan Chapel – October 1894 217 
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Baptist Chapel – Wesleyan Foreign Missions – Primitive Methodist Chapel – November 1894

 217 

Church Missionary Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch auxiliary was held in the 

Temperance Hall. – March 1895 218 

A Chapel Wrecked – March 1896 219 

Entertainment – “Snowdrop and the Seven Dwarfs” – April 1895 220 

Church Festival – A musical festival took place in the parish church, in aid of the Organ 

Restoration Fund. – May 1895 220 

Volunteer Church Parade – The annual church parade of the Redditch Volunteers took place. 

– August 1895 221 

Bazaar in aid of the building fund of the new Baptist Chapel. – September 1895 221 

British and Foreign Bible Society – The annual meeting of the Redditch branch was held in 

the Public Hall. – November 1895 222 

Memorial Window – A special service was held in St George’s Church, the occasion being the 

dedication of a stained glass window in memory of the late Rev. George Frederick Fessey. – 

December 1895 222 

Some time ago it was decided to attempt to form a Young Men’s Christian Association in the 

town, and the inaugural meeting was held in the Temperance Hall. – December 1895 223 

The ceremony of laying the memorial stones of the new Wesleyan Chapel took place, in the 

presence of a large gathering. – July 1896 224 

Vicar and Curate – Remarkable Scenes in St Luke’s Church – October 1896 225 

Vicar and Curate – Remarkable Scenes in St Luke’s Church – October 1896 226 

A Vicar and his Curate – An unfortunate dispute settled – October 1896 227 

A Choir dispute is in progress at St George’s – July 1898 227 

Extension of Redditch Cemetery – Nonconformists’ objections – March 1899 228 

St Stephen’s appointments and the desirability of a boys’ school being added to the existing 

girls’ and infants’ school. – April 1899 229 

Baptist Bazaar – May 1899 229 
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New Chapel – The trustees of the United Methodist Free Church cause at Redditch have 

purchased as site at the junction of Ludlow Road and Mount Pleasant from the Windsor 

estate, at a cost of £325. For a new chapel and school, which it is estimated will cost about 

£2,500. - 1899 229 

Threat to shoot the Rev. F. Barlow, curate of St. Stephen’s Parish Church. – June 1899 230 

The Assembly of the United Methodist Free Churches – July 1899 230 

At Redditch Parish Church, on Tuesday evening, a performance of Gaul’s sacred cantata, 

“The Ten Virgins,” was given by the members of the Choral Society and the choir in aid of the 

town fund for the sufferers by the war.  The collection realised £21.12s.10d. – December 

1899 231 
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Places of Worship in Redditch 

(Document 1901- 1939) 

 

Contents 

Primitive Methodist Church – The organ at this place of worship was re-opened, after having 

been closed for several weeks. – April 1901 7 

Memorial to the late Colonel Victor Milward – October 1904 8 

Memorial to the late Colonel Victor Milward October 1904 continued 9 

Lady and Vicar – Parishioner’s curious conduct – November 1910 10 

Lady and Vicar – Parishioner’s curious conduct – November 1910 continued 11 

St Stephen’s – Beautified by the addition of a three light stained glass window at the north 

end. – October 1913 12 

Headless Cross Wesleyans’ Scheme – A school for developing Sunday school work has been 

undertaken by the Wesleyan Methodists of Headless Cross. – April 1914 13 

Death of the Rev. S. Baber – Rector of Headless Cross – April 1914 14 

Eastertide – 1914 14 

New Redditch Rector – St Luke’s, Headless Cross – May 1914 15 

United Methodist Church – Services of thanksgiving - 1914 15 

The Yuletide festival passed off quietly at Redditch. – January 1915 16 

Church Parade - 1915 16 

Canon Newton, Holmwood, Redditch, slipped on the footpath, fracturing one of the bones of 

the forearm. – December 1915 17 

New Chaplans – Headless Cross and Astwood Bank Ministers - 1915 17 

Baptist Church - 1915 18 

Webheath – Entertainment – To aid the funds of the Church of England Waifs and Strays and 

Society. – January 1916 18 
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Congregational Church - The Rev. J. H. Jowett, D. D. of New York, who spent the weekend at 

Redditch, occupied the pulpit of the Congregational Church on Sunday morning. – 1916 

 18 

Resignation of the Vicar of Redditch – Appointment in South Africa – October 1916 19 

Sale of Redditch Baptist Church – An Awkward Predicament – This handsome pile of 

buildings, situated on Ipsley Green, and built at a cost of between £4,000 and £5,000, have 

been purchased by Messrs. H. Terry and Sons, it is stated for munition works. – December 

1916 20 

New Vicar – The Rev. Leonard Bradley, Curate of Holy Trinity, Coventry, since 1912, has been 

appointed Vicar of St Stephen’s, Redditch.  Mr Bradley before going to Coventry was Curate 

of Redditch. – January 1917 20 

Baptist Church – The closing services in the present Baptist Church were held on Sunday, 

when the pulpit was occupied by the Rev. H. G. R. Wassell (pastor).  The Temperance Hall is 

being fitted up, and the service for the present will be held there. – January 1917 21 

Primitive Methodist Church – On Monday night the Rev. J. L. Pritchard, who has been 

minister of this church for the past two years, was presented with a wallet containing notes, 

the gift of members of the church and congregation.  There was a large attendance presided 

over by Mr A. Hill. – July 1917 21 

Tardebigge – Harvest Festival – The special services of thanksgiving for the harvest took 

place at the Parish Church on Friday evening, October 5th. – October 1917 22 

Death of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge – October 1917 

continued 24 

Death of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge – October 1917 

continued 25 

The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge. – October 

1917 26 

The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge – October 

1917 continued 27 

The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge – October 

1917 continued 28 

The Funeral of the Rev. Canon Charles Allan Dickins, M.A., Vicar of Tardebigge – October 

1917 continued 29 
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The Vicarage, Tardebigge - For Sale – Household Furniture – November 1917 30 

New Vicar of Tardebigge – The Rev. F. G. Ellerton, M.A., Oxford, Vicar of Ellesmere, Salop, 

has accepted the living of Tardebigge, offered to him by the Right Hon. the Earl of Plymouth. 

– December 1917 30 

The Rev. Edgar Todd, pastor of the Congregational Church, has received a call from the 

Boscombe Congregational Church.  His decision is expected in the course of a few days. – 

December 1917 30 

It was intimated on Sunday that the Rev. Edgar Todd had received a call from the 

Congregational Church, Boscombe. – December 1917 31 

Public Notices - 1917 32 

At all the churches the day was observed as a day of thanksgiving and prayer. January 1918

 32 

Congregational Church – Departure of Rev. E. Todd – January 1918 33 

Headless Cross Brotherhood – Wesleyan Church – April 1918 33 

United Methodist Church – Mount Pleasant, Redditch – April 1918 33 

Public Notices – April 1918 34 

The Rev. H. G. R. Wassell – The Rev. H. G. R. Wassell, pastor of the Redditch Baptist church, 

has intimated to his congregation that he will spend four months with the Y.M.C.A. in 

France.  He will proceed there about the middle of August. – July 1918 35 

Big Collections 35 

Drumhead Service – July 1918 35 

The Rev. J. A. A. Baker – the Rev. J. A. A.. Baker, second minister of the Redditch Wesleyan 

Circuit, and who prior to the war had the oversight of the Headless Cross Church, is returning 

in January. – September 1918 36 

The Rev. J. M. Short, curate of St Stephen’s leaves Redditch this week to take up the duties of 

a chaplain to his Majesty’s Forces. - 1918 36 

Primitive Methodism – The chapel and schoolroom and premises of the primitive Methodists 

have recently been renovated, - |November 1918 36 

Webheath – In Memoriam – The congregation of St Philip’s Church have placed a memorial 

tablet in the church to the memory of Private E. F. Hunt, the late organist, who fell in action 

in April of this year. November 1918 37 
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Christmas at the Churches – December 1918 38 

Visit of President of Baptist Union - 1919 38 

Proposed Parsonage – A largely attended meeting was held at the Schoolroom, Webheath to 

consider further action respecting the erection of a parsonage. – October 1919 39 

Consecration of Burial Ground – 1919 40 

Sacred Cantata – 1921 41 

A Sacred Eisteddfod, Wesleyan Church, Bates Hill, Redditch. – January 1922 41 

R.A.O.B. Church Parade – The annual church parade of the Derby lodges of the G.S.B., took 

place. - 1924 42 

A ring of eight bells in the spire of Redditch Parish Church - 1931 42 

Methodist Minister leaving Highbridge to enter a pastorate of a church at Redditch. – April 

1933 43 

New Vicar at St George’s Parish Church – July 1933 44 

British Legion - Drumhead Service at Redditch – 1933 45 

A stained glass window - In memory of Mr and Mrs S. Allcock in Bates Hill Methodist Church. 

– June 1935 46 

Outing to Evesham – About 100 children, their parents, and friends connected with the 

Baptist Sunday School made Evesham the venue of their annual outing. - 1935 46 

Loss to “Army” in Cheltenham – Major Keaney goes to Redditch. - 1937 47 

Loss to “Army” in Cheltenham – Major Keaney goes to Redditch. - 1937continued 48 

News and Notes of the Churches – 1937 48 

The Anniversary Services of the Bates Hill Methodist Sunday School and Headless Cross 

Methodist Church. – June 1937 49 

Churches – Public Notice – June 1937 50 

Churches – Public Notice – June 1937 51 

A Worcestershire Tomb – February 1939 52 

Crabbs Cross – Methodist Church Extensions – April 1939 53 

Congregational Church – “Palm” Procession – April 1939 54 
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Good Friday Music – Following their annual custom the choir of Bates Hill Methodist Church 

are giving a recital of Passiontide music. – April 1939 55 

Headless Cross – St Luke’s Church: Private Prayer - 1939 56 

Public Notices – September 1939 57 

Public Notices continued – September 1939 58 

Acknowledgements 59 

 

  



33 

 

Places of Worship in Redditch 

1940 - 2016 

Contents 

Midland Band of Hope League - 1940 10 

Bequests to Midland Church and Hospital - 1940 11 

Midland Quota to B.B.C.’s Xmas – December 1943 12 

Church Public Notices – April 1944 13 

Public Notices – 1944 continued 14 

A Welsh Service will be held at Baptist Church – April 1944 14 

First Church of Christ Scientist – Free Lecture on “Christian Science and the Upward Way” – 

Washford Mills Hall, Other Road, Redditch. - 1944 15 

Congregational Church – The Rev. W. J. Wray is celebrating the 14th anniversary of his 

appointment as pastor of the Redditch Congregational Church. – December 1945 16 

Thanksgiving Service – The First Church of Christ Scientist held their annual thanksgiving 

service.  – December 1945 17 

St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert - 1945 18 

St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert – 1945 continued 

 19 

St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert – 1945 continued 

 20 

St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert – 1945 continued 

 21 

St David’s Church, Cherry Tree Walk, Bathley. – Jumble Sale - 1957 22 

Headless Cross Methodist Church – Diamond Jubilee - 1957 22 

Christian Science Church – Services - 1957 23 

Sixty years of church history celebrated – Headless Cross Methodist Church – 1957 24 
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Sixty years of church history celebrated – Headless Cross Methodist Church – 1957 continued

 25 

Sixty years of church history celebrated – Headless Cross Methodist Church – 1957 continued

 26 

Sixty years of church history celebrated – Headless Cross Methodist Church – 1957 continued

 27 

Two new local preachers – Miss J. Hill and Miss S. Macey - 1957 28 

Civic Service – Redditch Baptist Church - 1957 29 

Civic Service – Redditch Baptist Church – 1957 continued 30 

Bible Address – Christadelphian Hall – Congregational Church – Redditch Parish Church – 

September 1959 31 

Ipsley ( St Peter) Harvest Festival – September 1959 32 

Jumble Sale – Baptist Church Schoolroom & Jumble Sale at Congregational Church – 

November 1959 32 

The Salvation Army Christmas Fair & Autumn Fayre St David’s Church - 1959 33 

Assemblies of God (Great Britain & Ireland) – Baptismal Service - 1959 34 

You are invited to a Rally – Bates Hill Methodist Church - 1959 35 

Curate for Crabbs Cross – November 1959 36 

Lady Plymouth opens Church Bazaar – St George’s Church in the Kingfisher Hall - November 

1959 37 

Sunday School prize-giving – Evesham Street Gospel Hall – October 1962 38 

Return of Rev Dennis Horwood – Centenary celebrations of the Redditch Baptist Church – 

October 1962 39 

Farewell Sermon- There was a large congregation at Evensong on Sunday at St Philip’s 

Church, Webheath, when the Rev. A. A. Bradford preached his farewell sermon. – November 

1965 40 

Bible Address - 1966 41 

The Redditch Methodist Circuit - 1966 41 
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Sunday school prize-giving – There was a large congregation for Headless Cross Methodist 

Church annual Sunday School prize giving on Sunday, and more than 100 scholars received 

attendance awards presented by Mrs J. W. Thomson. – February 1966 42 

‘Fastest-Growing’ Church wants to move House – The Pastor of the Assemblies of God 

Church – February 1966 43 

‘Fastest-Growing’ Church wants to move House – The Pastor of the Assemblies of God 

Church – February 1966 continued 44 

‘Fastest-Growing’ Church wants to move House – The Pastor of the Assemblies of God 

Church – February 1966 continued 45 

Methodist Carol Service – December 1966 46 

25 Years St Stephen’s organist – Mr F. Harvey Morris succeeded Mr Oswin James . – 

December 1967 47 

25 Years St Stephen’s organist – Mr F. Harvey Morris succeeded Mr Oswin James . – 

December 1967 continued 48 

The Salvation Army – Jumble Sale - 1968 49 

Ipsley Wives’ Group – Jumble Sale - 1968 49 

St Phillip’s, Webheath – Grand Fete - 1971 50 

Redditch Spiritualist Church – Plymouth Hall, 21 Easemore Road - 1971 50 

Baptists honour oldest member - 1971 51 

St George’s Church – Centenary Fete – July 1976 52 

Church to rescue of carnival - 1982 53 

Dedication Day – The new Methodist Church of Crabbs Cross – May 1982 54 

Centres of Worship – 1982/3 55 

Church Harvest – A Harvest Festival with a difference - 1983 56 

Mount Carmel Roman Catholic church opens its doors again on Friday December 14th, after 

a massive refurbishment. – December 1984 57 

New Church Opens Doors – St Andrew’s Church in Tanhouse Lane. - 1984 57 

Hi-tech link for church – Local churches are spending over £6,000 to bring live satellite 

broadcasts of preacher Billy Graham’s prayer meeting to Redditch. – June 1989 58 
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Billy Graham a top attraction in Redditch – July 1989 59 

Work starts on new church – to serve Greenlands and Woodrow - 1990 60 

Halls built at the double – Fast working Jehovah Witnesses - 1990 61 

Raising the roof – A Greenlands congregation – St John the Evangilist - 1990 62 

A thriving Redditch Church is celebrating 100 years of worship - 1992 63 

Sally Army chief dies - 1992 64 

It is the Trinity Church worshipper’s 150th birthday - 1993 65 

Churchgoers in Redditch got together despite the rain – April 1993 66 

Crusade – Thousands of people from around the country will be able to go to a gospel 

crusade in Redditch after the council gave it the go-ahead. - 1993 67 

1st women priests - 1994 67 

Spring deadline for spire appeal – St Stephen’s Church - 1999 68 

New era at sound of 8 bells – Beoley Church - 1999 69 

Holding hands for a new start – Churches in Redditch will be celebrating the new millennium 

by joining hands and forming a circle around the town. - 1999 70 

Plea for youth group leaders – St Bartholomew’s and St Mary’s Churches in Tardebigge and 

Bentley are looking for volunteers to form and lead a church youth group for teenage 

parishioners. – December 1999 71 

Festive cheer for spire fund – St Stephen’s Church – January 2000 72 

Minister to help at church – Dr Patricia Barford is being licensed as associate minister at St 

Stephen’s Church.  – February 2005 73 

Site earmarked for holocaust memorial - 2005 74 

Church to mark 60th VE day with remembrance service – St Stephen’s Church - 2005 74 

Memorial in place – Work to erect Redditch’s Holocaust memorial began in the town centre. 

– April 2005 75 

Saying thanks as church reaches 150 – St Stephen’s Church – July 2005 76 

Dismay as town snubs VJ Day commemorations - 2005 77 
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Vicar opts to go back to school – A Redditch vicar has decided to return to work in education 

after providing eight years of service to the Anglican church in Redditch. - 2005 78 

Campaign is set to help churches – 2006 79 

Campaign is set to help churches – 2006 continued 80 

Organ extravaganza is a memorial - 2006 80 

New church chaplain – July 2006 81 

25 years ago - July 24th 1981 - 2006 82 

Church choir is crying out for new blood – St Bartholomew’s Church choir - 2006 83 

Time to remember our fighting heroes – November 2006 84 

Birthday concert – December 2006 84 

Friends in bid to keep chaplains - 2006 85 

Praying for a new vicar – St George’s Church Parishioners – December 2006 86 

25 years ago - Feburary 11, 1982 - 2007 87 

Snowdrops on show – St Leonard’s churchyard in Beoley. – February 2007 88 

Church marks slavery end – St Stephen’s Church - 2007 89 

Historic union - 2007 89 

Church petitions against Alex cuts – April 2007 90 

50 years ago - April 26, 1957 - 2007 91 

100 years ago - April 27, 1907 - 2007 91 

Warm welcome at church – St Peter’s Church in Ipsley - 2007 92 

Church celebrates with music - 2007 93 

Church exhibit - 2007 93 

Pastor honoured - 2007 94 

ON Saturday, June 7, the third annual Redditch Green Fair will take place. - 2008 95 

Churches will mark Abbey’s anniversary - 2008 96 

New Headless Cross church is named - 2009 97 
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Plans to transform St Stephen’s - 2009 98 

Moving tributes but dismay at poor turnout – November 2009 99 

A successful concert in St Stephen’s Church at the end of 2009 finished off the Redditch 

Choral Society’s 45th year in style. – January 2010 100 

Weekend of snowdrops and celebration at Beoley church - 2010 101 

Redditch church could be forced to close – St George’s Church - 2010 102 

Head fears the impact of closing St George’s - 2010 103 

Redditch church appeal - 2010 104 

Beoley church throws its door open for event – September 2010 105 

Elderly will not get to church - 2011 106 

A Final Opportunity to hear the sound of the magnificent organ at 107 

St George’s Church. - 2011 107 

Celebration at town centre church - 2011 108 

Team vicar is revealed – October 2011 109 

Abbey restoration gets underway - 2012 110 

St George's Church in Redditch to be shut – April 2012 111 

Church to close but it will not be demolished - 2012 112 

Extra work to sort out town cemetery – September 2012 113 

Time to tell the soldiers’ stories – November 2012 114 

Appeal for help to repair church roof – St Peter’s Church, Crabbs Cross - 2013 115 

Church bell is ringing again– A Headless Cross Church will be ap-pealing to the ears of 

residents once again after fixing its only bell. - 2013 116 

Community leaders slam mosque attack - 2013 117 

New mosque aims to open up doors – July 2013 117 

Victorian needlemakers’ church goes up for sale – St George’s - 2014 118 

Church Owners told they must take action – St Gregory’s Church - 2014 119 
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Fete to mark church’s 30th - St Andrew’s Methodist Church - 2014 119 

Churches come together to celebrate partnership– July 2014 120 

The History and wonders of a Redditch Church will be on show – St Peter’s Church – 2014 

 121 

Run down Church to get makeover? – St Gregory’s Church - 2014 122 

Church reveals community plan - 2014 123 

Communities to unite in remembrance - 2014 124 

Victorian church may be flattened for houses – November 2014 125 

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them.” - 2014 126 

Hundreds join largest Remembrance turnout - 2014 127 

Hundreds join largest Remembrance turnout – 2014 continued 128 

Hundreds join largest Remembrance turn out – 2014 continued 129 

Ewe’ll need to look closely – December 2014 130 

Derelict church’s owners might have to hand it over to the council - 2014 131 

Campaign starts to save church – Headless Cross Methodist Church - 2014 132 

Time to consider what is important to us - 2014 133 

Church spire wins reprieve – Headless Cross  Methodist Church – January 2015 134 

Faith leaders walk the same path - 2015 135 

Lifesaving equipment has been installed at a Headless Cross church - 2015 136 

Church Offers a Place to Escape the Noise – St Stephen’s Church - 2015 137 

Discover more about Redditch at Faith Walk - 2015 138 

Residents united for faith walk - 2015 139 

A New dance school life for St George’s – July 2015 140 

Parishioners stride out to raise £900 - 2015 141 

History revealed in church open days - 2015 142 
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Farewell service this Sunday for Greenlands’ Reverand Gary – September 2015 143 

In the first of a new column Paul Lawlor asks who can we trust? - 2015 144 

Warm welcome in Headless Cross – October 2015 145 

St Stephen’s is blooming beautiful - 2015 146 

Emmanuel Church Club joins shoe box appeal – October 2015 147 

Town two elected to General Synod - 2015 148 

Alas! Redditch skull tale remains mystery - 2015 149 

This has nothing to do with religion’ – Redditch Muslim community condemns Paris attacks - 

2015 150 

Beoley Church fair returns in time for Christmas - 2015 151 

New sign shows the way to St Philip’s - 2015 152 

‘Not in our name!’ say Redditch’s diverse communities - 2015 153 

The light shines in the darkness – A Christmas message from Revd. Paul Lawlor, Redditch 

town centre chaplain. - 2015 154 

Church burgled in broad daylight - 2016 156 

Welcome spring at Beoley’s annual Snowdrop Weekend - 2016 157 

Redditch Snowdrop Festival bring hundreds to smell the flowers 158 

New Church opens in Redditch after decade in the making - 2016 159 

Redditch church receives £40,000 boost to help “make a real difference” to the community. - 

2016 160 

Plaques taken from the Headless Cross Methodist Church to The Bridge Church Headless 

Cross – April 2016 161 

Plaques taken from the Headless Cross Methodist Church to The Bridge Church Headless 

Cross – April 2016 162 

Rock Choir gets ready to raise the roof at the Bridge Church in Headless Cross, Redditch - 

2016 163 

Your chance to learn about various faith groups and religions in Redditch - 2016 165 
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“Redditch at its best” says council leader on successful second Redditch Faith Walk - 2016

 166 

SOS goes out to save the historic spire of Headless Cross Methodist Church - 2016 168 

Redditch’s  ‘hidden gem’ Ecumencial Centre celebrates 40 years of serving the town - 2016

 170 

Redditch Choral Society to play show at St Stephen’s Church – June 2016 171 

You don’t have to be religious to come here – Redditch Ecumenical Centre turns 40 - 2016

 172 

Archbishop of Canterbury to visit Redditch – July 2016 174 

St Peter’s Church to host event next week - 2016 175 

Archbishop of Canterbury will be visiting St Stephen’s Church on October 8 - 2016 176 

The Rev Dick Johnson, vicar in the town’s Holy Trinity team, honoured for helping firefighters 

come to terms with the shock of witnessing distressing scenes as they do their job – 2016 

 177 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, comes to Redditch - 2016 179 
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