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This Document........

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events
happened. We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been
organised into about 200 categories. Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips
for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the
contents of that document.

This document represents the index for the “Entertainment in Redditch” document which
gives an overall view of the Entertainment in Redditch through the years 1846 — 2015.

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just
reading about Redditch history, an opportunity to see what topics have been included in the
detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line.

The detailed documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events
organised by the Redditch Local History Society.



Newspaper Titles — 10

Entertainment in Redditch

(Document 1846 — 1900)

Contents

Theatricals — A company of theatrical performers from the Theatre Royal Birmingham. -
1846 17

Concert — On Wednesday evening last a concert took place in the large Assembly Room, Red

Lion Inn 17
Concert — On the 7th inst. a concert was held at the National School-room. - 1849 18
Fifth of November - 1849 18

Redditch — On Monday evening last, for the first time this season, was produced, the

“Merchant of Venice”. - 1849 19
An elephant escapes from the Fair - 1850 19
Gala — On Thursday last a gala took place on the Unicorn bowling green . - 1851 20

Philharmonic Society — A meeting was held last week at Smith’s Temperance Hotel, for the

purpose of establishing a Philharmonic Society. - 1854 20
Philharmonic Society - 1856 20
Benevolence - 1857 21
Shrove Tuesday Enjoyments - 1857 21
Christmas Festivity - 1858 22
Love’s Entertainment 23
Philharmonic Society - 1858 24
Wallett’s Great Equestrian Company - 1858 25
Wallett’s Great Equestrian Company — 1858 continued 26



Wallet’s Great Equestrian Company — 1858 continued 27
Wallet’s Great Equestrian Company — 1858 continued 28

Guy Faux Day — Unlike the days of yore, here as elsewhere, this national holiday was
celebrated in a variety of ways. - 1858 29

Literary Institute — Miss Lizzie Stuart’s entertainment “A Night with Burns,” took place and a
very large audience was highly delighted. - 1859 30

Concert for the Widows and Orphans’ Institution - 1859 30

Concert — For many years a greater musical treat has not been experienced in this town,
than at the National School, which was well attended by the elite of the inhabitants. - 1859

31
The Fifth of November — The day was celebrated here in diverse ways. - 1859 32
The Fifth of November — 1859 continued 33
Shrovetide Festivities — Among other festivities in the town on Tuesday was Messrs.
Chatterley and Mill’s soiree at the Warwick Arms. - 1862 33
Amateur Dramatic Performance in in the Rifle Corps Room. - 1862 34
Saturday Evening Entertainment - 1863 34

Dramatic Entertainment — The Working Men’s Dramatic Society made their debut on
Monday and Tuesday, in the Old Assemly Rooms, at the Red Lion Hotel, which was densely
crowded. — April 1863 35

The August Fair — 1863 35

The Fair — The pleasure fair was by far the largest we have had for a number of years. - 1863
36

Headless Cross — Grand Amateur Concert 36

Amateur Theatricals — The members of the Garrick Dramatic Society delighted the admirers
of the sock and buskin, by the representation of the domestic drama of “The Momentous
Question.” - 1863 37

Be trade as bad as it may, the Saturday night entertainment still continues to increase in
favour and popularity. - 1865 37

Mr William Butterworth’s troupe of vocalists have appeared here and the vocalisation of
Messrs Bridge, Nuttal, Christy, and Turner gave much amusement. - 1865 38
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By far the greatest treat in the shape of amusement we have had here for many years, was
in the Rifle Corps Room, by Mr E. Bernard’s and Miss E. Brougham’s Drawing Room
Entertainment. - 1865 38

The Saturday Evening’s Entertainment - 1865 39

Easter Festivites — The members of the Friendly Odds Society, in this town celebrated their
fify-third anniversary, they having been established in the year 1812. - 1865 39

Theatre Royal — (Manager, Mr Skelton) — The neat little Theatre is now open for a short
season with a small but good working company. - 1865 40

Skelton’s Pavillion Theatre — 1865 — The company, small but good, is fully equal to all
requirements, and with a change of weather, very stormy and wet, will be well patronised by
the lovers of Shakespeare. - 1865 40

The Redditch Temperance Society gave an entertainment in the Rifle Corps Room. — 1865

41
Concert in aid of the funds of St Stephen’s Church choir - 1865 42
Concert in aid of the funds of St Stephen’s Church choir — 1865 continued 43

The Messrs. Avery, whose family have, for upwards of 30 years resided at Headless Cross,
are well known to have been first and foremost in the work of improvement. Under their
auspices two concerts of sacred and secular music were given, in the Wesleyan Chapel
School-room. - 1865 44

Working Men’s Entertainments — These entertainments, which are held every Saturday
evening at the Rifle Corps Rooms, continue to increase in popularity. - 1865 45

Mr Arthur Young, the Shakesperian, made his fifth appearance and gave two hours’
selections from Macbeth, Othello, Hamlet and the Merchant of Venice. - 1866 46

Putterworth’s troupe of Christy’s Ministrels gave a first class entertainment in the Rifle Corps
Room. - 1866 46

Thanks to the good sense and liberality of the Magistrates on the Bench when the
application was made, much to the chagrin of the Maworms, Messrs Bennie and Patch, after
an absence of many years are announced to open for a short season. - 1866 47

The Theatre — (Manager, Mr W. Lovegrove) 47



The Theatre — Messrs. Bennett and Patch, in order to fulfil other engagements, much to the
regret of the play going portion of the public, closed a short, but highly successful season. -
1866 48

The Saturday Nights’ Entertainment — These entertainments, established some three or four
years age for the benefit of the labouring classes, still maintain their popularity, the Rifle
Corps-room being crowded weekly to excess. - 1866 49

Entertainments — At the Wesleyan school room the Rev. Mr Burroughs, this week, delivered

an oration to a good audience; subject — “The Puritans 200 years ago.” - 1867 50
Concert in the Rifle Corps Room of Sacred music. - 1867 50
Blamphin’s Christy Minstrels visited this town. - 1867 51

Alexandra Theatre — (Managers, Messrs. G. and T. Jennings) Open in this town for a short
season. - 1868 51

Opening of a New Concert Hall — Mr Stinton of the Unicorn Hotel, opened his new concert
hall, which had been fitted up with stage, scenery, &c. —January 1868 51

Pavilion Concert Hall — (Proprietor, Mr Alfred Stinton) — This place of amusement is open
every Monday evening and very fair audiences attend. — February 1868 52

Pavilion Concert Hall — (Proprietor, Mr A. Stinton; Manager, Mr J. E. Wilkes) — This place of
amusement continues to be well patronised. — March 1868 52

Pavilion Concert Hall — (Manager Mr J. E. Wilkes) — Miss E. Percivel opened here and made a

favourable impression by her effective singing. - 1868 53
Bazaar - 1868 53
Vine Music Room — 1868 54
Pavillion Concert Hall — 1868 54
Christmas Fare — December 1868 55
To Dramatic Societies — To be sold, a bargain, set of scenery. - 1869 55

Amateur Concert — Amateur Musical Society gave their first concert (at the Park Road Room)
since the formation of the society, which was established a short time ago. Mr Sparrow is
the director of the society. — April 1869 56

Bennett and Patch’s Theatre — The dramas produced have all been of the sensational class. —
June 1869 56



Choral Society — The first concerts of this Society were given on Monday and Tuesday, when
a crowded audience assembled each evening. — January 1870 57

Jenning’s Theatre - This establishment opened on Monday and has been doing good
business. —May 1870 57

Redditch Pleasure Fair — Clown Cricket Match — Harry Croueste’s 16 original clown cricketers,
in costume, will play 16 gentlemen of Redditch. - 1870 58

Sanger’s Great Hippodrome and Circus - 1871 58

The Queen’s Minstrels having completed a brilliant and successful season in Birmingham,

will give their unrivalled entertainment at Redditch. — Tuesday — March 1871 59
Park Road Rooms 60
A Soiree, under distinguished patronage - 1872 60
Radford’s Star Maronettes - 1872 60
Temperance Festival — This annual gathering took place. - 1872 61
Redditch — A Bazaar will be held in the National Schools, Redditch. - 1872 61
Promenade Concerts - 1872 62
Wombwell’s Windsor Castle Menagerie - 1872 62

Park Road Rooms — The Philharmonic Society gave their annual concerts to crowded

audiences. - 1873 62
Foottit’s Allied Circus - 1873 63
Fete at Hewell Grange - 1873 63

Park Road Rooms — The Court Minstrels appeared here on the 24th and 25th ult., and gave
great satisfaction. - 1873 64

Park Road Rooms — A concert was given here on the 8th inst., by the choir of St Luke’s , under
the direction of Mr C. H. Lacon. - 1874 64

Park Road Rooms — Mr Grossmith, the popular humourist - 1874 64

Mr William Avery, assisted by Miss Woolley and several lady and gentleman amateurs, gave
a concert. - 1874 65

Concert — Redditch Choral Society’s last concert of the season took place at the National
Schools, under the distinguished patronage. — April 1875 66
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Concert — Redditch Choral Society — April 1875 continued 67
Theatre, Redditch (Wooden Building) — Wanted an entire company. - 1875 68

Theatre Royal — (Manager, Mr Warren) — Miss Eveline Courtenay and Mr E. Courtenay
continue great favourites, and in consequence of their success have been re-engaged. - 1875
68

Theatre Royal — (Manager, Mr P. Warren) — The business during the week has been
wretched. —July 1875 69

Concert — An amateur concert was given in the schoolroom, Webheath, in aid of the church
expenses, the sum realised being about £5. - 1875 69

Park-Road Room — Mr George Grossmith gave his humorous entertainment to a very large
audience. - 1876 70

Great American Circus — Two hundred men and horses. - 1876 70

Wanted, for Fred Smith’s Original Pepper’s Ghost and Spectral Opera Company, soprano and

baritone. - 1876 71
Park Road Room — Mr Fred Smith’s spectral opera company. - 1876 71
Messrs Hutchinson and Tayleure’s Circus — 1876 72
Park Road Room — 1876 72

Park Road Room — The original Pepper’s Ghost and Spectral Opera Company, under the
management of Mr Fred Smith opened here. — December 1877 72

Choral Society - 1878 73

Literary Institure - Mr Basil Young gave his entertainment, entitled “The Silver Wedding” -
1878 74

Temperance Society — Amateur dramatic entertainment, entitle “The Bottle,” to a crowded
audience. - 1878 75

Wanted, for G. Jennings’s Theatre - 1879 75

Theatre of Varieties — (Manager, Mr Wells) — Leah, The Fire Raiser, Home Sweet Home etc. -
1879 75

Tea and Concert was held in the Park Road Room in aid of the Primitive Methodist Chapel
Choir Fund. - 1880 76



Concert — A concert was given in the Drill Hall in aid of the George Street Creche. - 1880 77

Petty Sessions — Theatricals — Mr Jennings, Alexandra Theatre was given a license to perform
plays for a month. - 1880 77

Odd Fellows’ Hall — Signor and Madame Bosco in their entertainment, “Wonderland,” are

drawing capital houses. - 1880 78
Redditch Choral Society’s Concert - 1880 79
A concert in aid of the National Schools was held in the Rifle Corps Room. - 1880 80

Temperance Festival — The annual juvenile temperance festival was held on Wednesday
afternoon in the grounds of the Cedars, kindly granted by Mr S. Allcock. — May 1880 80

Balloon Descent — A balloon which had ascended from Dudley, alighted in a field of the
Astwood Hill Farm, situate about half a mile to the north of Feckenham. - 1880 81

The August Fair - 1880 82

Tea and Entertainment — In aid of the incidental fund of the Foresters’ court was held at the
Warwick Arms. - 1880 82

Mr FFrench Davis — Concert at the Park Road Assembly Room, Redditch. - 1880 83

Redditch Petty Sessions — Mr Webb of the Red Lion Inn gave notice of the intention to apply

for a theatrical licence for six months. — November 1880 84
Harp Concert — Mr Ffrench Davis, with his celebrated band of harps. - 1880 85
Wanted, Two Good Marionette Figure Workers - 1880 86

Concert — A concert was given in the Park Road Room by the Wesleyan chapel choir in aid of
the fund for enlarging the chapel. - 1880 86

Applications for Theatrical Licenses - 1880 87
Will Mr Bosco communicate with H. Rountree, Fox & Goose Hotel, Redditch. - 1880 87

Miscellaneous Entertainment — The members of the Good Templar’s lodge gave an
entertainment in aid of the Jamaica relief fund. - 1880 88

Drill Hall — Tute’s Minstrels - 1880 88

Concert at Webheath — A concert was given in St Philip’s schoolroom, kindly granted for the
occasion, in aid of the funds of the Webheath Cricket Club. - 1880 89



Concert at Webheath — A concert was given in St Philip’s schoolroom, kindly granted for the
occasion , in aid of the funds of the Webheath Cricket Club. — 1880 continued 90

Invitation Ball — The annual invitation ball took place at the Oddfellows’ Hall. — January 1881
90

An entertainment for the purpose of providing a harmonium for the Girls’ Sunday School,
was held in the National Schools. - 1881 91

The annual concert of the United Methodist Free Church Choir took place in the Park Road
Room. - 1881 91

Concert — Choir of the United Methodist Free Church - 1881 91

Entertainment in the National Schools in aid of the fund for purchasing a harmonium for the
Girls’s Sunday School. - 1881 92

A concert was given in the Park Road Room, in aid of the fund for the erection of a Sunday
School. - 1881 92

Petty Sessions — Theatrical Licence — Mr Jennings, of the Alexandra theatre was granted an
extension of a week. - 1881 92

The Theatre — (Manager, Mr G. Jennings)- The Orange Girl, Romeo and Juliet, Three-Fingered
Jack, etc. — March 1881 93

The Theatre — (Manager, Mr Jennings)- Faith, Hope and Charity, Macbeth, Marriage
Certificate, Female Detective, &c. — April 1881 93

The Theatre — ( Mr Jennings) — Linda, Leah, The Fatal Shot, Jack Robinson, Firematch the
Trooper, etc. — April 1881 93

“Pepper’s Ghost” — During the week Mr Fred Smith’s Spectral Opera Company have been
performing at the Park Road Rooms. — April 1881 94

Soiree was held at the Drill Hall and was well attended. - 1881 94

Theatricals — The Imperial Comic and Burlesque Company were granted permission to
perform for six nights in the Park Road Room. - 1881 95

Concert and Ball was given in the Park Road Room on behalf of the funds of the newly
erected Mount Carmel Infant Schools. — May 1881 96

Theatrical — The Imperial Comic Opera and Burlesque Company were granted permission to
perform for nine additional nights. — May 1881 97

Temperance Fete - 1881 97
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The Jubilee Singers — All freed slaves from South Carolina, gave entertainments in the Park
Road Room. - 1881 98

Druids’ Fete - 1881 98
Petty Sessions — Wednesday — Before W. Smith, E. Holyoake and C. Andrew, Esgs., 98

Theatrical — Mr A. Taylor was granted permission to perform for a month in the Fox and

Goose field. — July 1881 98
Amateur Dramatic Society - 1881 99
Conservative Fete at Redditch — 1881 99

Concerts — Two concerts, for the purpose of reducing a heavy debt on the funds of the Rifle
Corps, were given in the Park Road Room. - 1881 100

Mr Basil Young — This popular entertainer gave a representation in the Park Road Room,
which was crowded. The subject was “Dado Hall - 1881 101

Entertainment — The first of a series of entertainments was given in the Baptist School Room
and was well attended. The proceeds were in aid of liquidating a debt on the schoolroom. —
October 1881 101

Tute’s Ministrels — This clever troupe gave entertainments in the Park Road Room to large
audiences. - 1881 102

Lecture and Saturday Evening entertainments at Park Road Room - 1881 102

Entertainment on behalf of the Sunday Schools, at which most of the leading amateurs of
the town and neighbourhood assisted, and most enjoyable evening was spent. - 1881 103

The Town Band played a choice selection of music on the Church Green. — December 1881

104
The Holidays — December 1881 104
Petty Sessions — Wednesday, before R. S. Bartleet, J. Smith and V. Milward, Esgrs. 104

Theatrical — Permission was given the “Our Boys” Company to perform in the Park Road,
Room on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th instant. — January 1882 104

“Our Boys” company gave performances to crowded and delighted audiences in the Park
Road Room. - 1882 105

High Class Concert in the Park Road Room by Mr Wyatt Mortimer. - 1882 105
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Two concerts were given in the Park Road Room in aid of the organ fund of the United
Methodist Free Church. — February 1882 106

The Choral Society — This society gave its first concert for the season in the Park Road Room,
which on each occasion was crowded to excess. — February 1882 106

Workpeoples’ Soiree at the Drill Hall - 1882 107
Park-Road Room — The Female Christy’s Butterworth’s Troupe visited the town. - 1882 108

Sanger’s Circus — This well-known equestrian troupe, with their magnificent stud of horses
gave two performances in the Recreation Ground. - 1882 108

Messrs John Sanger and Son’s Circus visited this town. - 1882 108

Concert - A miscellaneous concert was given in the Park Road Room by members of the
Baptist choir and Redditch glee club assisted by some of the town band. - 1882 109

Redditch Musical Society — The first annual concert of this society took place in the Park
Road Room and was well attended. - 1882 110

Choral Society — Concerts were given by this society in the Park Road Room to large and
appreciative audiences. - 1882 110

Annual Temperance Festival - 1882 111

Bromsgrove, Rifle Corps — A Grand Bazaar and Fancy Fair — will be held in Hewell Park - 1882
112

Temperance Festival — The annual temperance festival was held and was a very successful
affair. - 1882 113

Theatrical — Mr Stanley Warde was granted permission to give a series of dramatic
representations in the Park Road Room. — June 1882 114

A balloon ascent was made from a field near the Gasworks by Captain Moreton, the well-
known aeronaut. — August 1882 114

Concert in the Schoolroom, Webheath — October 1882 115

A Row, - “The Midgetts” and General Tom Thumb and Company gave an entertainment in
the Park Road Room. - 1883 116

Redditch Musical Society’s Concert — The “Creation” — March 1883 117

Entertainment — Mr C. Du Val gave his amusing entertainment entitled “Odds and Ends,” at
the Park Road Room. - 1883 118
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Concert — Redditch Choral Society performed in the Park Road Room, Haydn’s “Creation”. -
1883 119

Choral Society — A presentation was made to Mr A. Bell, conductor of the society, on behalf

of the members in recognition of his efforts in promoting its success. - 1883 119
Temperance Festival — The annual Temperance Whitsun Festival - 1883 120
Park Road Room — Professor Duprez paid a visit and was well received. - 1883 121

A grand gala and fete was held in the grounds attached to the Queen’s Head Inn, when a

very large number of persons were present. —July 1883 121
Gala and Fete in the grounds of the Queen’s Head Inn , Bromsgrove Road. - 1883 122
School Treats — The children of the Catholic schools held their annual treat. - 1883 122
The August Fair was well attended. - 1883 123

Recital of “The Tempest” by Mr Brandram, M.A., in aid of the funds for a proposed new
School of Art. - 1883 123

“The Tempest” by Mr S. Brandram, M.A., the well-known Shakespearian reciter. November
1883 124

Application Refused — Mr Hulland, relieving officer, applied for permission to perform at the
Red Lion Inn Room on the 10th December - 1883 125

Park Road Room — Messrs Bruce and Verne gave their popular entertainment and had a
good audience. - 1883 125

Amateur Dramatic Society in the Drill Hall — December 1883 126

Amateur Dramatic Society — The first performance of this society for the season was given in
the Drill Hall to a crowded and fashionable audience. - 1883 127

An entertainment in aid of the funds for the Redditch Outdoor Relief Provident Clothing Club,
was given in the Drill Hall. — December 1883 128

Entertainment — December 1883 128

Musical Society — The first concert of the season of this society was given in the Park Road
Room, which was well filled with and appreciative audience. — December 1883 129

Christmas Day — The Town Band played for an hour on the Church Green enclosure a choice
selection of sacred music. — December 1883 130
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A concert was given in the National Schools in aid of the Sunday School Library and Choir
Fund. — February 1884 131

Concert at Park Road Room in aid of the funds for the new School of Art and Institute. - 1884
132

Concert at Park Road Room — 1884 continued 133

Theatrical — Mr Lawrence, proprietor of a travelling theatre, was granted permission to play
in Redditch for one month. — February 1884 133

Concert in aid of the organ fund of the United Methodist Free Church was given in the Park
Road Room. - 1884 134

Concert in aid of the organ fund of the United Methodist Free Church was given in the Park
Road Room. — 1884 continued 135

Circus — Messrs. Sanger’s circus — March 1884 135
Sanger’s Circus gave two performances, both of which were largely attended. - 1884 136

Park Road Room — The Misses Ada Porter and Millie Turner’s music and amusement
company. 1884 137

Petty Sessions — Theatrical — An application by Mr Rayner for a theatrical licence was

refused. - 1884 137
Redditch Park Road Room — The Court Minstrels - 1884 137
Tayleure’s American Circus 137

Entertainments — The Georgian troupe of amateur minstrels gave their excellent

entertainment in the Corn Exchange. - 1885 138
New Public Hall — Mr Tunbridge, solicitor, applied for a dramatic licence - 1885 138
Theatrical Licence for the new Temperance Hall - 1885 138

Temperance Hall — (Manager, Mr John E. Wilkes) — Mr Maurice Johnston’s Fun on the Bristol
Company. — September 1885 139

Temperance Hall — (Manager, Mr John E. Wilkes) — Carpenter and Lorraine’s Minstrels. -

1885 139
The New Public Hall — 1885 139
New Public Hall — The Redditch Amateur Dramatic Society — November 1885 140
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Redditch — New Public Hall - 1885 140
Public Hall — (Manager, Mr T. Neasom) A dioramic tour round the world - 1885 140
Wanted, for Butterworth’s Minstrels, Corner Man; must also be Step-Dancer - 1885 141
Miss Mabel Rawlings. Floristano in “Fra Diavolo” (Burlesque) - 1886 141
Mr Maitland Marler - 1886 141

The Morris Dancers — The “Shakespearean” Bidford Morris Dancers, gave an entertainment
in the Public Hall. - 1886 141

Public Hall — (Manager, Mr T. Neasom) — Mr Maurice Johnston’s pantomime company with
Beauty and the Beast — February 1886 142

Public Hall — Stephenson’s Ghost company — Large audiences have been attracted. - 1886

142
Public Hall with Miss Vesta Tilley - 1886 142
Bob Gates on tour with Messr Poole’s Diorama. - 1886 143

Wanted, Two or Three Lady Serio-Comics — Apply F. Reade, Manager, Public Hall, Redditch. -

1886 143
Public Hall — The Redditch Choral Society gave “The Messiah.” - 1886 143
Mr Frank Stirling, great success, Rivola, in “Saved,” Public Hall. 1886 143

Public Hall — My Sweetheart, under the management of Mr T. R. Nugent, was produced for

the first time in this town. - 1886 144
George Ginnett’s Circus gave two performances to crowded houses. - 1886 144
Wanted, Pianist, four nights. - 1886 144

Public Hall — The Matthews’ C.C.C. Ministrels gave an excellent performance. - 1886 145
Public Hall — The celebrated Mays, with their dramatic and burlesque company. - 1886 145
Concert — The Redditch Orchestral Society in the Public Hall. - 1886 145

Amateur Dramatic Society — The first performance of the season took place at the Public
Hall. - 1886 146

Concert — The Town Band gave a highly successful concert in the Public Hall. - 1887 146
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Volunteer Smoking Concert — The second volunteer smoking concert of the season took place
in the Drill Hall. - 1887 146

Various Entertainments — February 1887 147

Public Hall — A My Sweetheart Company under the management of Mr David James, jun. -

1887 148
Public Hall — A comic concert - 1887 148
Public Hall — Miss Vesta Tilley paid us her annual visit. - 1887 149
Pictures of Vesta Tilley 150
The Olympia Circus - 1887 150

Petty Sessions — The licences of the Public Hall and Temperance Hall were granted. — October
1887 150

Public Hall — Mr J. A. Hyhert’s company opened at the above hall on Monday last, for three
nights, with the pantomime Dick Whittington, but have only done moderate business. —

January 1888 151
Temperance Hall — Miss Emily Chapman’s company. - 1888 151
Temperance Hall — Miss Emily Chapman’s company- January 1888 151
Public Hall — Miss Viola Jenning’s Company - 1888 152
Public Hall — Mr E. Duval’s company - 1888 152

Mr G. P. Hawtrey’s “Pickpocket” Company, (from the Globe Theatre, London) - 1888 152

Theatrical Licence — Mr Harry Vollaire was granted a month’s licence for Mr. T. H. Payne’s

company — June 1888 153
Theatre Royal — Mr T. H. Payne’s company opened here. — June 1888 153
Wanted, Gents for responsible business — July 1888 153

Wanted, for Public Hall, Redditch, good companies, dramatic or operatic, scenery, music,

working staff, &c. - 1888 153
Circus — Messrs John Sanger and Son’s Circus - 1888 154
Public Hall — Mr J. B. Mulholland’s company - 1888 154
Public Notices — Japanese Village and Bazaar - 1888 154
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Japanese Bazaar was held in the Public Hall. — November 1888 155

Temperance Hall — Tute’s Minstrels gave performances before highly delighted audiences. -

1888 156
Amateur Dramatic Society — A Sister’s Penance — Public Hall - 1888 157
Amateur Dramatic Society — 1888 continued 158
“A Mother’s Sin” - 1889 158

Public Hall — Messrs Coombe Brothers opened with a diorama “Round the World.” — 1889
159

Temperance Festival — The annual festival of the local branches of the Band of Hope in the
grounds of the Cedars. - 1889 159

Public Hall — Managers, Messrs. Charles White and Son — Mr J. O. Stewart’s company
appeared in “The Unknown.” - 1889 160

lke Cashmore’s Circus with a very clever company, Perk’s Ghost and two marionette shows. -

1889 160
The annual August Fair was held on the recreation ground - 1889 161
Joseph Lewis’s Company — Shadows of Life — Public Hall, Redditch. - 1889 161

Public Hall — (Proprietors Messrs Charles White and Son) — The Girls comedy company, under
the management of Mr Arthur Estcourt. - 1889 162

Redditch Public Hall — Terms with or without scenery. - 1889 162

Public Hall — (Managers, Messrs Charles White and Son) — Mr Calder O’Beirnes’s English
Opera Company. - 1889 162

Public Hall — (Managers Messrs Charles White and Son) — Mr Wybert Clive’s company. - 1889
163

Redditch — Public Hall (Messrs Charles White and Son) - 1889 163

Sacred Concert — Calder O’Beirne’s English Opera Company gave a sacred concert in the

Public Hall. - 1889 163
Mr George Alison - 1889 163
Temperance Hall — A sale of work and bazaar was opened. — December 1889 164
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Redditch Petty Sessions - 1890 164

Redditch Public Hall — Calder O’Beirne’s English opera Company - 1890 164
Miss Maggie Morton — Tenth year of La Comedie Anglaise Tour - 1890 165
Public Hall — Miss Maggie Morton’s company - 1890 165
Redditch Public Hall - 1890 165

Public Hall — Managers, Messrs. C. White and Son — Messrs Graham and Grundy’s company
opened for six nights. - 1890 166

Exhibition Chess by Mr Blackburne, the famous English chess player gave an exhibition of
simultaneous play in the Temperance Hall. - 1890 166

Amateur Dramatic Society in the Public Hall. - 1891 167

Public Hall - (Managers, Messrs C. White and Son) — Messrs Carpenter with “The
Middleman” - 1891 167

Public Hall — (Managers, Messrs C. White and Son)- Mr Lawrence Daly’s company - 1891 167
The Temperance Hall — “The Sleeping Beauty” - 1891 168

Amateur Dramatic Society — This society gave the last performance of the eight series in the

Public Hall before a large and appreciative audience. - 1891 168
Whitsuntide Temperance Festival - 1891 169
Wombell’s Menagerie and Circus - 1891 169
August Fair on the recreation ground. - 1891 169
Public Hall — (Manager, Mr C. T. White) — Miss Claire Scott - 1891 170

Cycling Lantern Parade — The annual cycling parade, in the aid of the Town Nursing Fund, the
streets were crowded. - 1891 171

Public Hall — (Manager Mr E. T. White) — Madame Norina’s comic opera company - 1891 172
Public Hall — (Manager, Mr C. F. White) — Mr Chillingham Hunt - 1891 172

Wanted, Known, Professor Quickman, the premier natural imitator of birds and champion
whistler. - 1891 172

Public Hall — (Manager Mr C. T. White) — Miss Clifford’s Spanish Serenaders - 1891 173

Public Hall — (Manager Mr Charles G. White) — “The Silver King” - 1891 173
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Public Hall — (Manager, Mr C. T. White) — Miss Maggie Morton’s Comedie Anglaise company
-1892 173

Public Hall — (Manager, Mr C. T. White) — The Middleman, with Mr Ernest Carpenter’s
company - 1892 174

Theatre — (Manager, Mr Jennings) — Joan of Arc, East Lynne, The Lady of Lyons, etc. - 1892
174

Theatre — (Manager, Mr Jennings) — My Sweetheart, The Serious Family, etc. - 1892 174
Wanted, immediately, for Tayleure’s Circus - 1892 175
Theatre — (Manager, Mr Jennings) — The season here was brought to a close. June 1892 175
Redditch Public Hall - 1892 175
Public Hall = (Manager, Mr C. T. White — Mr Barton White’s comedy company - 1892 176
Public Hall = (Manager Mr C. T. White) — “Alone in London” - 1892 176
Miss Madge Rockingham — Prima Donna disengaged for Christmas — Public Hall - 1892 177

Temperance Hall — A concert and entertainment was given by the Headless Cross section of

“The Venetian Choir,” when there was a large attendance. - 1892 177
Lord George Sanger’s Circus - 1893 178
Public Hall (Manager, Mr C. T. White) — “Sinbad the Sailor” - 1893 179
Mr Edward Sidney - 1893 179

Public Hall — (Manager, Mr C. T. White) — Messrs Lloyd and Cooper’s company - 1893 180
Wanted, Two Horsekeepers, to look after team of six. - 1893 180
Public Hall — (Manager, Mr C. T. White) — Alone in London Company - 1893 180

Redditch Public Hall — Proprietor, C. T. White — Telegraphic address, “Auctioneers, Redditch”
- 1893 181

Public Hall — (Manager, (Mr C. T. White) — The Bohee Minstrels - 1893 181

Amateur Dramatic Society — The first performance of the eleventh series in connection with
this society. - 1894 182

The Tradesmen’s Association — 700 poor children were entertained to tea in the Temperance
Hall. - 1894 182
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Entertainment — Mr S. Macey, a local professor of legerdemain and ventriloquist — 1894
183

Temperance Entertainment — Temperance Star Minstrels gave an entertainment in the

Temperance Hall. - 1894 183
Temperance Hall — Messrs Hardie and Von Leer’s On the Frontier Company - 1894 184
Amateur Dramatic society - 1894 184
Public Hall — (Manager, Mr C. T. White — Mr Walter Steel’s company - 1895 184

Public Hall — (Manager, Mr White) — Mr Sydney Vereker’s London Company - 1895 185

Public Hall — (Manager Mr C. White) — The Calder O’Beirne comic opera - 1895 185
Lord George Sanger’s Circus - 1895 185
Entertainment — “Snowdrop and the Seven Dwarfs” - 1895 186
Amateur Dramatic Society — “Sweet Lavender” - 1895 186
Public Hall — Miss Cissy Grahame’s company - 1895 186
Public Hall — The Evans-Ellis company - 1895 187
Public Hall — Mr David James’s company - 1895 187
Mr Albert Chevalier’s Recitals - 1895 188
Public Hall — (Proprietor, Mr T. E. Field) — Tute’s Minstrels - 1895 188
Public Hall — (Proprietor, Mr T. E. Field) — Mr Gustave Roselle’s Court Choir - 1895 189
Kastee’s Theatre - 1896 189
Public Hall — “Trilby,” under the direction of Mr Ellis Miller. - 1896 189

Public Hall — Mr J. L. Toole and company, under the direction of Mr Charles Holloway. - 1896

190
Redditch — Wadbrook’s Ghost show 191
Wanted, for Wadbrook’s Ghost Illusion — Fair Ground, Redditch - 1896 191
Theatre — Mrs Sinclair’s company - 1896 191
Theatre — (Manager, Mrs Sinclair) - 1896 191
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Public Hall — Mr Ben Greet’s company - 1897 192

Mr G. Jennings, proprietor of the Alexander Theatre, Redditch - 1897 192
Public Hall — Mr Harry Buxton with his popular choir. - 1897 192
F. Ginnett’s Circus gave two performances here before good houses. - 1897 193
Public Hall — Mr Ben Greet’s company - 1898 193

The Annual Fete of the Hewell (Bromsgrove) and Windsor Redditch Habitation - 1898 193
Wanted, a Good Horsekeeper — Wadbrook’s Show, Fair Ground, Redditch. - 1898 194
“The Romany’s Revenge” — Public Hall - 1898 194
Public Hall — The J.P. company under the direction of Mr Robert Whyte, jun. - 1898 194
Public Hall — In “The Sign of the Cross” — The Ben Greet company - 1898 195

Wanted, at Once, good Responsible Gentleman for Portable Theatre — Alf Cullingham,

Theatre, Redditch. - 1898 195
Theatricals - 1899 195
Proposed Permanent Theatre - 1899 196
Proposed Theatre — Bench declined to grant the application - 1899 197
Lord George Sanger’s Circus - 1899 197
Amateur Orchestral Society — 1899 198
Choral Society — May 1899 198
Choral Society — December 1900 198
Acknowledgements 199
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Entertainment in Redditch

(Document 1901-1939)

Contents
Choral Society — The second concert of the season was given by this society in the Public Hall.
S APEITTOOI ...ttt e ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e ————aaaeeaaaar——arraaaaaeaaaans 8

Theatrical License — It was announced that Mr H. Holloway had given notice of his intention
to apply for a theatrical license for four months for a portable theatre to be erected in the

Royal Hotel Yard, Redditch. — OCtober 1913.......cccoooeeeeeieeeieeeeeeeeceeeeee e et e e e e e eeee s 8
Application for a license for a portable theatre at the Royal Hotel refused - 1913................... 9
Application for a license for a portable theatre at the Royal Hotel refused — 1913 continued

.................................................................................................................................................. 10
The Tardebigge Players — “Sir Thomas More” — At the Tardebigge Village Hall - 1913.......... 11

Stage Plays — A license for the performance of stage plays at the Village Hall, Tardebigge, for
five months, was granted, the caretaker, Mr F. H. Wade. Mr Hobson made the application. -

i USROS PP PRSPPI 12
Application for Cinema and Stage Play Permit — 1913 ............eueeeeeeeeeeeeecciiieeeeeeeeecccvvveeaaaan 13
Picture Show - Objection to Exhibition on Christmas Day — December 1913 .......................... 14
The Christmas Season passed off quietly but none the less enjoyably — January 1914........... 15
Picture Shows 0n GOOd FridQy = 1914 ...ttt e et tetetea e e e e e e ettt aa e e e e e e essnseaees 16

The Public Hall — The bench granted a renewal of the cinematograph license of the Public
Hall for twelve months to Mr E. Moule (manager of Messrs Bosco, Ltd.) — August 1914....... 16

Theatrical licenses — An application was made by Mr L. Crow, manager of the Palace
Theatre, Redditch, on behalf of Mr H. Leslie, for licenses for four children to perform at the
Palace Theatre, NeXt WEEK. = 1914 ..o eeeeeteeeee e e eeeetvteeeesseeeevevasssssssseeesssnnnas 17

Redditch Petty Sessions — Wednesday — Before Mr J. Morgan (in the chair), Colonels H. S.
Bartleet and C. F. Milward, Messrs. G. E. Leach, E. C. Dolphin and J. Guise. ................cccu...... 17

Licensing — Mr E. Moule was granted a license for the performance of a pageant at the
Public Hall, on Wednesday, October 28th. - 1914 ..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et e e e 17

Licensing — Mrs Treadgold, proprietress of the Picture House, Alcester Street, Redditch, was
granted a renewal of the theatrical and cinematograph license for twelve months. - 1914..17

Bosco’s Pictures — “Souls in Bondage” — December 1914 .............uuueeeeeeeeeeeeeciieeeeeaaeeeecccenenn, 18
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Cinematograph show — Permission was given for a cinematograph performance to take
place 0N GOOd FridQy. - 1915 ...ttt ettt e e e e e ettt a e e e e e s sssaaeaaaaaeeeesaans 18
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Redditch Festival — The annual festival promoted by the Redditch Temperance Society and
the various Bands of Hope took place at Redditch. About 1,500 children participated. — May

Tardebigge Hospital (V.A.D.) — In the grounds of the Village Hall, the Redditch Madrigal and
Male Voice Choirs gave a concert for the benefit of the wounded soldiers. - 1915................ 21

The Public Hall — The cinematograph license at this hall was transferred from Mr E. Moule to
MU JRIESON. = T9I15 ..ottt ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e sttt e e e e e e s s sassneeees 21

Licenses — Upon the application of Mrs Treadgold, the cinematograph license of the Picture
House, Alcester Street, Redditch, was renewed for twelve months. — November 1915.......... 22

Mr C. Cosman, of Irving Street, Birmingham, was granted a license for his adopted daughter,
Beatrice Thomas, aged 13 years to perform at the Palace Theatre for a week, commencing
November 22nd. — NOVEMBEE 1915 ...t e ettt e e e e ctetataae e e e e e e e ssasseees 22
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Sobriety and Industry — Mr J. Ritson (Manager to Messrs. Bosco), applied for permission to
open the Public Hall on Christmas Day for cinematograph entertainments. — December 1915

Tardebigge — The V.A.D. Hospital — At this hospital, on Saturday afternoon, the members of
the Redditch Operatic Society gave a capital programme of music, etc. — March 1916......... 24

A Youthful Performer — An application was made by Mrs Grapho for permission for a boy
named John McAlpine, aged eleven years to perform at the Palace Theatre, Redditch,, for
the remainder of the week. — Granted. - 1916 ..........ueeeeeeeeeeeeeiireeeeeeeeeeeciiieeeeeeeeeeeeciirseveeeeaens 24

Cinematograph Performance — Mr Ritson, manager for Messrs. Bosco, Itd., Public Hall,
Redditch, applied for permission to open the Public Hall on a Sunday, for two performances
of the picture “Brit@in Prepared.” - 1916........uuuuweeeeeeecieeeeeeeeeeeeceteeeea e e e e s e cstaeaaaaaaeeesssnssaees 25

Theatrical License — Mr F. J. Whiteley gave notice of his intention to apply next week for a
theatrical license for the Church Schools, Astwood Bank, and for the Temperance Hall,
Redditch, on the occasion of a dramatic entertainment in aid of the Red Cross Fund. - 191626

Patrons of theatres, music halls, cinemas, concerts, and most other forms of entertainment
will be called upon to contribute to the entertainment tax imposed by the Chancellor of the
Excheguer to help to meet the cost of the war. —May 1916............eeeeeeeeeeeecccieeeeeaaeeeeeccennn, 27

Bostock’s Unrivalled Circus — Direct from France — On recreation ground, Beoley Road. - May



To join the Navy — Mr L. Crow, manager of the Palace Theatre, Redditch, stated he was
joining the Royal NQVY. — MQY 1916 ........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e eeecsteea e e e e e esssnsanaaaaees 29
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License — Cinematograph and theatrical licenses in respect to the Palace theatre, Redditch,
were granted to Mr J. Baron, the newly appointed manager. - 1916 ...........ccccecvveeevevuvennnn. 30
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Declaration Day — At Redditch yesterday (Friday) a public meeting was held on Church Green
for the purpose of passing a resolution upon the war. — August 1916..........ccccccceeecevvvvennnn.... 31

Applications — Mr Ritson, manager of the Public Hall, presented plans prepared by Mr B.
Perrins, for certain alterations. — The Bench having examined the building with the plans, the

application was granted. = 1916 .......cccuoeeeeeeeeiieeeeeeecieeeee e e e eee ittt e e e e e e s s a e e e e e e s 32
Redditch — Temperance Festival — AUQUSE 1916 ............uueeeeeeeeeeeeciieeeeeeeeeeeecccteeeeaa e e e e esccneaes 32
Tardebigge — Entertaining the Wounded Soldiers - 1916...........ueeeeeeeecvciveeieaaeeeeccciieeenaaann, 33
Tardebigge — Concert to Wounded Soldiers — October 1916............ccuececvcvveveeeeeeeeeccirvevnnannn, 33
Tardebigge — The V.A.D. HOSPILAI ............oeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt tctteee e e e e e saaraaaa e 34
Mrs Treadgold, license of the Picture House in Alcester Street, Redditch , was granted a

renewal of her license for the year ending November 25th 1917. — November 1916............. 34
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Granted permission was given Mrs Treadgold to open her picture house on Christmas night.
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Theatricals — Rev. G. L. Michell, Vicar of St George’s applied for a theatrical license for the
Congregational Schoolroom for entertainments in aid of the Waifs and Strays War
Emergency Fund. — Granted — JANUQAIY 1917 ...t eecctvteaaa e e e e e s ensaees 35

Empire Day Performance — To celebrate Empire Day the scholars of the girls’ department of
St Stephen’s Schools gave performances on Saturday and Wednesday afternoons in the
PaIACE TREALIE. = 1917 ..ottt ettt ettt s s e e e e e e eanees 35

The Salvation Army — On Sunday Redditch received a visit from Mrs Branwell Booth, wife of
General Booth of the Salvation Army. —JUIY 1917 ......eeeeeeeeeeeeeireeeeeeeeeeeeiiiieveeeeeeeeessiisseeeeeseens 36

No license — Joseph Ripon, manager of the Public Hall, Redditch, was fined £2 for allowing
the hall to be used for cinematograph plays without a license on September 3rd. - 1917.....37

Bosco’s Pictures Public Hall — “The Jaguar’s Claw” — December 1917 ...........ccoveeeeeeeeeecccnnnnn. 37
Public Hall — Messrs Bosco screened an excellent holiday programme. — December 1917 ....38

Treadgold’s Picture House — “Fires of Conscience” — December 1917 .........ccceeeeeeccevvvevnnannn.. 39
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Treadgold’s — Two excellent programmes have been provided at this popular hall during the

holiday Week. — DECEMBEI 1917 ......oueeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e eet ettt ta e e e e e e s e s setaeaa e e e e e e s sesssseees 39
B.S.A. Works Redditch — Christmas Treat to the Children of Soldiers and Sailors —Janary 1918
.................................................................................................................................................. 40
Bosco’s Pictures, Public Hall — Tank Week — Ann Pennington in “Little Soldier” — April 1918
.................................................................................................................................................. 41
Treadgold’s Picture House — “JUStICE” = 1918 .....cuueeuuveeeeeieieeesieeseesiee e essieee e esvaa e ssinea e 42
Theatrical Licenses — Mr Norman Francis Cave gave notice of his intention to apply for a
theatrical license for a performance to be given in the mess room at the B.S.A. Works. —
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Petty SesSioNs — WEANESUQY ..........ueeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e ettt a e e e e e s s sttt aaaa e e e e sesssnseees 43

The license of Treadgold’s Picture House was renewed, and permission granted for making
alterations in the seating accommodation with the object of providing an extra gangway. -
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Cinematograph Performances — Permission was given by the Bench for cinematograph
performances to be held in the Public Hall on Good Friday. - 1919 ........eeeeeeeeeeeccireveenaeeeeenn, 43
Patronised by H.M. The King - Lord John Sanger’s Circus — Sensational Peace Year Circus and
A LT Lo Lo L= g L= K 44
Lord John Sanger’s Circus — 1919 CONLINUEd..........c....eueeveeeeeeaeeeeeceieeeeaeeeeeecceeeea e e e e e s 45
Lord John Sanger Circus — 1919 CONtINUET ..........cceeeeeueeieeeeaeeeeeeeceieieeeeeeeeeecciteeeaaaaeeeescsasseees 46
Palace Theatre LiCeNSe — 191 9......c...eooueeeiieeieeeeeee ettt 47
Magistrates warning to Cinematograph License Holder - 1919..........uuueeeeeeccvveeeeeaeeeecccnnnn, 47
Cinematograph LiCeNSe tranSfErred............um i iceeieieeieeeeeeeceteteee e e e e e eetetaee e e e e e e sssssaareaaaaens 47
CINEMQO LICENSE. ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e s st e s sane e e s 48

Theatrical License — Mr J. J. Graham, Hewell, was granted a theatrical license for the Village
Hall, Tardebigge, on the occasion of an entertainment in aid of the Redditch Parsonage
FUNG. = 1919 oottt ettt ettt e e st e e st e et e et esataesstaensteensees 48

Children entertained at the TOWN HUL = 1922 .....cueuuuueeeeeeeeeieeiieeeeeeeeeeeeiiiieeeessseeevesiisssssssenenes 48

Application — Horace Holloway, Prince of Wales Theatre, Headless Cross, applied for a

licence for a portable theatre to be pitched in Wilnecote cricket ground. - 1923................... 49
“Tom Jones” — At Redditch — The Redditch Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society began

their annual PErformMANCE. = 1927 ...ttt a e e e e e e st e e e e e e e s s ssssasaaaaaens 49
Permission for three picture houses in Redditch to open on Christmas Day. - 1928............... 50
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Mavis Bennett the well-known broadcasting singer (from Redditch) gets married. — July 1933

.................................................................................................................................................. 50
Aviation Display at Redditch — An air display by a fleet of aeroplanes, arranged by Sir Alan
CODNAM. — AUGUST 1933ttt ettt e et e e et e e e sttt e e s satae e e ssasaaasessssaassssssneasnns 51
Palace Theatre, Redditch, one of those showing this film, famous Co-op characters — “Mr &
MIS D.V. DENAS” - 1933ttt e ettt e ettt e e e ettt e e s sttt e e e st a e e s astaasssstaaesensseaens 52
Advert for a Variety Concert at Tardebigge Village Hall. - 1934 ..........ooveeeecveeeeecrieaeesiiveanns 53
Bentley “Calling” Variety Concert at Tardebigge Village Hall — Like many other churches
those of Tardebigge, Bentley and Webheath are in debt. - 1934..........ccoeeeceeeeeeccieaeeeiieeaanns 53
Child Singer’s Triumph — Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10, “A little genius — The little girl
was Miss M. Phillips, of Redditch. — M@y 1935...........oeeeeeeeeeeeeieee e eeseee e eseea e esaaea e 54
Child Singer’s Triumph — Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10, “A little genius — The little girl
was Miss M. Phillips, of Redditch. — May 1935 continUed............ccccccoeveeevvvveeeeeeeeeeicciirvvennannnn, 55
Child Singer’s Triumph — Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10, “A little genius — The little girl
was Miss M. Phillips, of Redditch. — May 1935 continUed............ccccccoeveeevvvveeeeeeeeeeicciirvvvnnannnn, 56
Winners Concert — Miss M. Phillips, the 10 year-old prodigy from Redditch. - 1935............... 57
Winners Concert — Miss M. Phillips, the 10 year-old prodigy from Redditch. — 1935 continued
.................................................................................................................................................. 58
Redditch Girl’s Musical Success — Miss M. PRillips - 1935.......cc..eueeeeeieeeeeeeccciieiieaae e 58
Tolson’s Music Weavers’ Jazz Band - 1935 .........oouoiieeieiiieeesiiee ettt iee e 59
Date to Remember — Millicent Phillips of Redditch. - 1936 ...........uuveeeeeeeeeeeccieeeeeeeeeeecccieen, 59
Thirty three years ago — 1904, the birth of the Redditch Amateur Operatic Society — June
i PR 60
New Manager at the Danilo Cinema — Major Ernest Clifford —June 1937..........ccccceeeeeunnnenn. 61
Danilo Cinema — “The Unguarded HOUr” —JUNE 1937 ......couueeeeeeeceeeeeeeaeeeeeeciieeeeeaaeeeeeccveaes 62
Gaumont — “Love from @ Stranger” = 1937 ..ottt e ettt a e e e e e raaaa e 63
Select Kinema — “The Beloved Vagabond” = 1937 ...ttt eeeettcveeaaa e e eeens 63
Redditch Carnival — King and Queen to be Selected —June 1937 .......uuueeeeeeeccvveeeeaaeeeeeccnnnn, 64
Redditch Amateur OPperatic SOCIEY = 1937 ....uuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e sssansaees 65
Redditch Town Band — This recently constituted band, now numbering 26 capable
INSErUMENTALISES. = 1937 ..ottt ettt s et e st e st essteesaneenanees 66
Miss Millicent Phillips, the Redditch girl vOCaliSt - 1937 .....ccceeeeeevevuvveeeieeeeeieiiireeeeeseeeeesiiinnvenn, 67
Broadcasting from the Palace Theatre, Redditch - 1938........ccooevvvuvveeeeeeeeeeeiiireveeeeeeeeeiiiirvvenn, 68
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Redditch Urban Council decided not at present to accede to the applications made by the
proprietors of two cinemas for Sunday opening. — December 1938 ...........cccceeeevvveeeeeciuenannns 68

Cinderella in a Village Pantomime —Lady Gillian Windsor-Clive, daughter of Lord and Lady

Plymouth as Cinderella. - JANUQAIY 1939........uuueeeueieeeeiiiiieeeciiieeesiteeeesita e ssitea e s ssieaeesssseae s 69
The remarkable voice of Millicent Phillips —January 1939...........cccoevevueveeeicieeeesiiieaessiienennnns 70
Good Friday Music — Following their annual custom the choir of Bates Hill Methodist Church

are giving a recital of Passiontide music. — APril 1939 .......oeeeeeeeeueeeeeeeeeeeeeciieeeeee e, 71
Film Display — Danilo CiN€mM@ = 1939......ccccuuueeeeeiiiieeeiiiieeeesiieeeesstteeeesiaaeessitaaessssseaessnsseaes 72
Select Kinema — Ginger Rogers with James Steward in “Vivacious Lady” - 1939.................... 72
Danilo — Peter Lorre in “The Mysterious Mr Moto” - 1939.........ccovueeeeeeeeeeeeciireeeeeeeeeeeicccvnenn, 73
Gaumont — Gary Cooper and Merle Oberon in “The Cowboy and the Lady” - 1939............... 73
Music Festival Final Results — Miss K. Kay, of Redditch. — May 1939 ..........cccoovveeevvvvveeecnnnnn. 74
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Entertainment in Redditch

(Document 1941 — 2015)

Contents

Gaumont — Carolle Lombard and Robert Montgomery in “Mr & Mrs Smith” - 1941.............. 9
Select — Pat O’Brien in “Modern Hero” and Palace The Little Tough Guys in “Little Tough Guys
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Danilo — Kenny Baker and Frances Langford in “Hit Parade - 1941”..........ccccovueeeeevvveeeccnnnnnn. 10
Redditch cinemas Sunday opening “deadlock” - 1942 ...........eeeeeeceeeeeeeiieeeeciieeeeeciieee e, 11
Sunday cinema shows deadlock ends - 1942 ..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e secscteaaaaaeeenens 12
Entertainment of B.S.A. eMPIOYEeS - 1943 ..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et estte e e tae e e eesraaa s 13
Rosaires Royal Command Circus and Z0O0 - 1944 .........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesecccteeea e e e e esceneaes 14
Danilo — Richard Dix, Albert Dekker and Jane Wyatt in “The Iron Road” - 1944..................... 15
Select — The Shock Story of the Year — Gordon Harker in “Warn that Man” - 1944................ 16
Gaumont — Laurence Olivier in “The Demi Paradise” - 1944............cccooveeoeeseesceeeseenieeieen. 17
Miss Millicent Phillips 0n the RAGIO = 1944 ......eeeeeeeeeeeeeee et ee e ctteaa e e e e e e e 18
Carnival DAY Gt REAIECH = 1944ttt ettt a e e e e e e sttt a e e e e e sssssanaaaaaeas 19
Webheath Village Hall — A Grand Modern Dance - 1945 .......uueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeececiivieeaaaeeeeeans 20
Redditch Choral Singers — December 1945 ...ttt eecctaaa e e e e e esccneaees 20
Foxlydiate Hotel — Grand DANCE - 1945 .........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e et a e e e e e e s 21
St Luke’s Memorial Hall, Headless Cross — Old Time Dance - 1945 .........ooueeeeeeeeeeeeeeereinnn.. 22
Redditch Friends of Music — George Weldon & thirty members of the City of Birmingham
OFCRESEIA - 1945 ...ttt ettt et 23
Fun Fair — Royal Yard, REAAItCR - 1945 .........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteiveeeeeeeeeesesiivvveeeseeeessssanseens 23
Gaumont — Gary Cooper in “The Real GIOry” = 1945........uuoeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeesiieeeeeeeeeessciisevveeseens 24
Select — “Going my Way” with Bing Crosby and Rise Stevens - 1945..........cccouveevvvvvveeeeeeeennanns 25
Danilo — Webster Booth, Ann Ziegler, Carol Raye and Richard Tauber in “Waltz Time” - 1945
.................................................................................................................................................. 26
To-Day’s Broadcasting — Home Programme: = 1948 ........coueceevuveeeeeeeeeeieiiireeeeeseeeesiiiiisveveeeseens 27
Entaco Dramatic Society — “Goody TWO Sh0ES” = 1953 ......cceeeeeeeivieveeeeeeeeeseiiireeeeeeeeeeesssisnsenns 27
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Gaumont — Fay Wray and Robert Armstrong in “King Kong” - 1953 ........ccccveveeeevvcvvvvvvnnnnnnn. 28

The Cosy Cinema — Gordon McRae and Jack Holt in “Return of the Frontiersman - 1953......28
Gaumont — Michael Redgrave, Ann Todd and Leo Mckern in “Time Without Pity” - 1957.....29
Danilo Cinema — lan Carmichael, Richard Attenborough and Terry Thomas in “Brothers in
LAWY = 1957 ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt e s te e te e 29
Regal Cinema — Kathryn Grayson, Red Skelton in “Lovely to Look At” - 1957 .........cuveeeeuueeen.. 30
Danilo Cinema — Ingrid Bergman, Yul Brynner and Helen Hayes in “Anastasia” - 1957 ......... 31
Regal Cinema — Alan Ladd, Jean Arthur and Van Heflin in “Shane” - 1957 .........cccccccoeecuuun.... 31
Gaumont — Dean Martin in “Ten Thousand Bedrooms” - 1957..........cccccevvevceencvrsvercvcncneennn. 32
Dancing to Billy Walker and his Band — at the Plymouth Ballroom, Tardebigge - 1957 ......... 32
Bridley Moor School — A Grand Old Time DANCe - 1957 .........uueeeeecieeeeesiiieeesiiieaeeesiieeeesiieann 33
CircUS — LOId GEOIGE SANGEIS ....ooeeeeeeieeeeiieeeeeea e eestee e ettt e e e s ette e e sssttteassssseasesssssaassssssenasnans 34
Danilo Cinema — “Heart of a Man” with Frankie Vaughan and Anne Heywood - 1959.......... 35
Gaumont Cinema — “Day of the Outlaw” with Robert Ryan, Burl Ives and Tina Louise - 1959
.................................................................................................................................................. 36
Regal Cinema — John Agar and Joyce Meadows in “Brain from Planet Arous - 1959 ............. 36
Plymouth BallroOm SUIEE = 1959 ...ttt e ettt esaa e st a e s st e e e e saseaa s 37
Worcestershire Young Farmers’ Club (Eastern Area) — Grand Dance —Plymouth Ballroom,
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Redditch Society - Horticulture in Britain and the U.S.A. - 1959.......uuueeeeeeecciviieeaeeeeeeccen, 38
Gaumont — Jerry Lewis in “Don’t Give Up the Ship — 1959 ..........oeeeeeeeeeeccciieieeee e, 38
Danilo Cinema — Charlton Heston, Yul Brynner, Annie Baxter, Yvonne De Carlo and Edward G.
Robinson in “The Ten Commandments - 1959...........coooueereiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e 39
Carnival Profit of £726 — best for some years. - 1959........co..ueeevveeiieeeeeccieeeeee e, 40
Carnival Profit — 1959 CONtINUE ............uvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt a e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e s sssaaraaaaaeas 41
The Gaumont Cinema — Norman Wisdom and Millicent Martin in “The Girl on the Boat” -
TOB2 ...ttt ettt ettt et e et s e e 41
The Danilo Cinema — Vince Edwards and Kathie Brown in “Murder by Contract” - 1962....... 41

Local pop group has its fans — The Spartans pop group — four schoolboys aged between 14
and 15 — have become so popular with their weekly audience in the boys and girls club at the
GAUMONTE CINEMQ. = 196 ..ottt aaaasassaasaaasssasssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssnssssnsnnnnes 42

Gaumont Cinema — Frank Sinatra, Dene Martin, Anita Ekberg and Ursula Andress in “4 for
TOXAS” = 19OQ oottt ettt e st e et e e et e e e st e e s tta e e e na bt e e e e stteeeeans 43



Danilo Cinema — Dick Powel in “Cry DANGEr” = 1964 ........uuueeeeeeeeevieveeeeeeeeeieiiivevveeseseessssisnsenn, 43

Redditch Drama Group Work Hard to Please but Barrie Play fails to please - 1964............... 44
Redditch Drama Group Work Hard to Please but Barrie Play fails to please — 1964 continued
.................................................................................................................................................. 45
Grand Annual Ball — Foxlydiate HOtel - 1964 .........cueeeeeeeeieeeeiieeeeeieeeesieeeessiiaaeessinae e 46
Teen-Beat — KingfiSNer HQll - 1964............eeeeeeeeiieeeeiee ettt stee e esstee e saaa e ssiaaeeesns 46
Its All Happening — Cal Denning and the Cimmarons — White Hart Hotel, Headless Cross -
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