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This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for the “Entertainment in Redditch” document which 

gives an overall view of the Entertainment in Redditch through the years 1846 – 2015. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, an opportunity to see what topics have been included in the 

detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detailed documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events 

organised by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 10 

Entertainment in Redditch 

(Document 1846 – 1900) 

 

Contents 

 

Theatricals – A company of theatrical performers from the Theatre Royal Birmingham. - 

1846 17 

Concert – On Wednesday evening last a concert took place in the large Assembly Room, Red 

Lion Inn 17 

Concert – On the 7th inst. a concert was held at the National School-room. - 1849 18 

Fifth of November - 1849 18 

Redditch – On Monday evening last, for the first time this season, was produced, the 

“Merchant of Venice”. - 1849 19 

An elephant escapes from the Fair - 1850 19 

Gala – On Thursday last a gala took place on the Unicorn bowling green . - 1851 20 

Philharmonic Society – A meeting was held last week at Smith’s Temperance Hotel, for the 

purpose of establishing a Philharmonic Society. - 1854 20 

Philharmonic Society - 1856 20 

Benevolence - 1857 21 

Shrove Tuesday Enjoyments - 1857 21 

Christmas Festivity - 1858 22 

Love’s Entertainment 23 

Philharmonic Society - 1858 24 

Wallett’s Great Equestrian Company - 1858 25 

Wallett’s Great Equestrian Company – 1858 continued 26 
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Wallet’s Great Equestrian Company – 1858 continued 27 

Wallet’s Great Equestrian Company – 1858 continued 28 

Guy Faux Day – Unlike the days of yore, here as elsewhere, this national holiday was 

celebrated in a variety of ways. - 1858 29 

Literary Institute – Miss Lizzie Stuart’s entertainment “A Night with Burns,” took place and a 

very large audience was highly delighted. - 1859 30 

Concert for the Widows and Orphans’ Institution - 1859 30 

Concert – For many years a greater musical treat has not been experienced in this town, 

than at the National School, which was well attended by the elite of the inhabitants. - 1859

 31 

The Fifth of November – The day was celebrated here in diverse ways. - 1859 32 

The Fifth of November – 1859 continued 33 

Shrovetide Festivities – Among other festivities in the town on Tuesday was Messrs. 

Chatterley and Mill’s soiree at the Warwick Arms. - 1862 33 

Amateur Dramatic Performance in in the Rifle Corps Room. - 1862 34 

Saturday Evening Entertainment - 1863 34 

Dramatic Entertainment – The Working Men’s Dramatic Society made their debut on 

Monday and Tuesday, in the Old Assemly Rooms, at the Red Lion Hotel, which was densely 

crowded. – April 1863 35 

The August Fair – 1863 35 

The Fair – The pleasure fair was by far the largest we have had for a number of years. - 1863

 36 

Headless Cross – Grand Amateur Concert 36 

Amateur Theatricals – The members of the Garrick Dramatic Society delighted the admirers 

of the sock and buskin, by the representation of the domestic drama of “The Momentous 

Question.” - 1863 37 

Be trade as bad as it may, the Saturday night entertainment still continues to increase in 

favour and popularity. - 1865 37 

Mr William Butterworth’s troupe of vocalists have appeared here and the vocalisation of 

Messrs Bridge, Nuttal, Christy, and Turner gave much amusement. - 1865 38 
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By far the greatest treat in the shape of amusement we have had here for many years, was 

in the Rifle Corps Room, by Mr E. Bernard’s and Miss E. Brougham’s Drawing Room 

Entertainment. - 1865 38 

The Saturday Evening’s Entertainment - 1865 39 

Easter Festivites – The members of the Friendly Odds Society, in this town celebrated their 

fify-third anniversary, they having been established in the year 1812. - 1865 39 

Theatre Royal – (Manager, Mr Skelton) – The neat little Theatre is now open for a short 

season with a small but good working company. - 1865 40 

Skelton’s Pavillion Theatre – 1865 – The company, small but good, is fully equal to all 

requirements, and with a change of weather, very stormy and wet, will be well patronised by 

the lovers of Shakespeare. - 1865 40 

The Redditch Temperance Society gave an entertainment in the Rifle Corps Room. – 1865 

 41 

Concert in aid of the funds of St Stephen’s Church choir - 1865 42 

Concert in aid of the funds of St Stephen’s Church choir – 1865 continued 43 

The Messrs. Avery, whose family have, for upwards of 30 years resided at Headless Cross, 

are well known to have been first and foremost in the work of improvement.   Under their 

auspices two concerts of sacred and secular music were given, in the Wesleyan Chapel 

School-room. - 1865 44 

Working Men’s Entertainments – These entertainments, which are held every Saturday 

evening at the Rifle Corps Rooms, continue to increase in popularity. - 1865 45 

Mr Arthur Young, the Shakesperian, made his fifth appearance and gave two hours’ 

selections from Macbeth, Othello, Hamlet and the Merchant of Venice. - 1866 46 

Putterworth’s troupe of Christy’s Ministrels gave a first class entertainment in the Rifle Corps 

Room. - 1866 46 

Thanks to the good sense and liberality of the Magistrates on the Bench when the 

application was made, much to the chagrin of the Maworms, Messrs Bennie and Patch, after 

an absence of many years are announced to open for a short season. - 1866 47 

The Theatre – (Manager, Mr W. Lovegrove) 47 
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The Theatre – Messrs. Bennett and Patch, in order to fulfil other engagements, much to the 

regret of the play going portion of the public, closed a short, but highly successful season. - 

1866 48 

The Saturday Nights’ Entertainment – These entertainments, established some three or four 

years age for the benefit of the labouring classes, still maintain their popularity, the Rifle 

Corps-room being crowded weekly to excess. - 1866 49 

Entertainments – At the Wesleyan school room the Rev. Mr Burroughs, this week, delivered 

an oration to a good audience; subject – “The Puritans 200 years ago.” - 1867 50 

Concert in the Rifle Corps Room of Sacred music. - 1867 50 

Blamphin’s Christy Minstrels visited this town. - 1867 51 

Alexandra Theatre – (Managers, Messrs. G. and T. Jennings) Open in this town for a short 

season. - 1868 51 

Opening of a New Concert Hall – Mr Stinton of the Unicorn Hotel, opened his new concert 

hall, which had been fitted up with stage, scenery, &c. – January 1868 51 

Pavilion Concert Hall – (Proprietor, Mr Alfred Stinton) – This place of amusement is open 

every Monday evening and very fair audiences attend. – February 1868 52 

Pavilion Concert Hall – (Proprietor, Mr A. Stinton; Manager, Mr J. E. Wilkes) – This place of 

amusement continues to be well patronised. – March 1868 52 

Pavilion Concert Hall – (Manager Mr J. E. Wilkes) – Miss E. Percivel opened here and made a 

favourable impression by her effective singing. - 1868 53 

Bazaar - 1868 53 

Vine Music Room – 1868 54 

Pavillion Concert Hall – 1868 54 

Christmas Fare – December 1868 55 

To Dramatic Societies – To be sold, a bargain, set of scenery. - 1869 55 

Amateur Concert – Amateur Musical Society gave their first concert (at the Park Road Room) 

since the formation of the society, which was established a short time ago.  Mr Sparrow is 

the director of the society. – April 1869 56 

Bennett and Patch’s Theatre – The dramas produced have all been of the sensational class. – 

June 1869 56 
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Choral Society – The first concerts of this Society were given on Monday and Tuesday, when 

a crowded audience assembled each evening. – January 1870 57 

Jenning’s Theatre  - This establishment opened on Monday and has been doing good 

business. – May 1870 57 

Redditch Pleasure Fair – Clown Cricket Match – Harry Croueste’s 16 original clown cricketers, 

in costume, will play 16 gentlemen of Redditch. - 1870 58 

Sanger’s Great Hippodrome and Circus - 1871 58 

The Queen’s Minstrels having completed a brilliant and successful season in Birmingham, 

will give their unrivalled entertainment at Redditch. – Tuesday – March 1871 59 

Park Road Rooms 60 

A Soiree, under distinguished patronage - 1872 60 

Radford’s Star Maronettes - 1872 60 

Temperance Festival – This annual gathering took place. - 1872 61 

Redditch – A Bazaar will be held in the National Schools, Redditch. - 1872 61 

Promenade Concerts - 1872 62 

Wombwell’s Windsor Castle Menagerie - 1872 62 

Park Road Rooms – The Philharmonic Society gave their annual concerts to crowded 

audiences. - 1873 62 

Foottit’s Allied Circus - 1873 63 

Fete at Hewell Grange - 1873 63 

Park Road Rooms – The Court Minstrels appeared here on the 24th and 25th ult., and gave 

great satisfaction. - 1873 64 

Park Road Rooms – A concert was given here on the 8th inst., by the choir of St Luke’s , under 

the direction of Mr C. H. Lacon. - 1874 64 

Park Road Rooms – Mr Grossmith, the popular humourist - 1874 64 

Mr William Avery, assisted by Miss Woolley and several lady and gentleman amateurs, gave 

a concert. - 1874 65 

Concert – Redditch Choral Society’s last concert of the season took place at the National 

Schools, under the distinguished patronage. – April 1875 66 
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Concert – Redditch Choral Society – April 1875 continued 67 

Theatre, Redditch (Wooden Building) – Wanted an entire company. - 1875 68 

Theatre Royal – (Manager, Mr Warren) – Miss Eveline Courtenay and Mr E. Courtenay 

continue great favourites, and in consequence of their success have been re-engaged. - 1875

 68 

Theatre Royal – (Manager, Mr P. Warren) – The business during the week has been 

wretched. – July 1875 69 

Concert – An amateur concert was given in the schoolroom, Webheath, in aid of the church 

expenses, the sum realised being about £5. - 1875 69 

Park-Road Room – Mr George Grossmith gave his humorous entertainment to a very large 

audience. - 1876 70 

Great American Circus – Two hundred men and horses. - 1876 70 

Wanted, for Fred Smith’s Original Pepper’s Ghost and Spectral Opera Company, soprano and 

baritone. - 1876 71 

Park Road Room – Mr Fred Smith’s spectral opera company. - 1876 71 

Messrs Hutchinson and Tayleure’s Circus – 1876 72 

Park Road Room – 1876 72 

Park Road Room – The original Pepper’s Ghost and Spectral Opera Company, under the 

management of Mr Fred Smith opened here. – December 1877 72 

Choral Society - 1878 73 

Literary Institure - Mr Basil Young gave his entertainment, entitled “The Silver Wedding” - 

1878 74 

Temperance Society – Amateur dramatic entertainment, entitle “The Bottle,” to a crowded 

audience. - 1878 75 

Wanted, for G. Jennings’s Theatre - 1879 75 

Theatre of Varieties – (Manager, Mr Wells) – Leah, The Fire Raiser, Home Sweet Home etc. - 

1879 75 

Tea and Concert was held in the Park Road Room in aid of the Primitive Methodist Chapel 

Choir Fund. - 1880 76 
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Concert – A concert was given in the Drill Hall in aid of the George Street Creche. - 1880 77 

Petty Sessions – Theatricals – Mr Jennings, Alexandra Theatre was given a license to perform 

plays for a month. - 1880 77 

Odd Fellows’ Hall – Signor and Madame Bosco in their entertainment, “Wonderland,” are 

drawing capital houses. - 1880 78 

Redditch Choral Society’s Concert - 1880 79 

A concert in aid of the National Schools was held in the Rifle Corps Room. - 1880 80 

Temperance Festival – The annual juvenile temperance festival was held on Wednesday 

afternoon in the grounds of the Cedars, kindly granted by Mr S. Allcock. – May 1880 80 

Balloon Descent – A balloon which had ascended from Dudley, alighted in a field of the 

Astwood Hill Farm, situate about half a mile to the north of Feckenham. - 1880 81 

The August Fair - 1880 82 

Tea and Entertainment – In aid of the incidental fund of the Foresters’ court was held at the 

Warwick Arms. - 1880 82 

Mr FFrench Davis – Concert at the Park Road Assembly Room, Redditch. - 1880 83 

Redditch Petty Sessions – Mr Webb of the Red Lion Inn gave notice of the intention to apply 

for a theatrical licence for six months. – November 1880 84 

Harp Concert – Mr Ffrench Davis, with his celebrated band of harps. - 1880 85 

Wanted, Two Good Marionette Figure Workers - 1880 86 

Concert – A concert was given in the Park Road Room by the Wesleyan chapel choir in aid of 

the fund for enlarging the chapel. - 1880 86 

Applications for Theatrical Licenses - 1880 87 

Will Mr Bosco communicate with H. Rountree, Fox & Goose Hotel, Redditch. - 1880 87 

Miscellaneous Entertainment – The members of the Good Templar’s lodge gave an 

entertainment in aid of the Jamaica relief fund. - 1880 88 

Drill Hall – Tute’s Minstrels - 1880 88 

Concert at Webheath – A concert was given in St Philip’s schoolroom, kindly granted for the 

occasion , in aid of the funds of the Webheath Cricket Club. - 1880 89 
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Concert at Webheath – A concert was given in St Philip’s schoolroom, kindly granted for the 

occasion , in aid of the funds of the Webheath Cricket Club. – 1880 continued 90 

Invitation Ball – The annual invitation ball took place at the Oddfellows’ Hall. – January 1881

 90 

An entertainment for the purpose of providing a harmonium for the Girls’ Sunday School, 

was held in the National Schools. - 1881 91 

The annual concert of the United Methodist Free Church Choir took place in the Park Road 

Room. - 1881 91 

Concert – Choir of the United Methodist Free Church - 1881 91 

Entertainment in the National Schools in aid of the fund for purchasing a harmonium for the 

Girls’s Sunday School. - 1881 92 

A concert was given in the Park Road Room, in aid of the fund for the erection of a Sunday 

School. - 1881 92 

Petty Sessions – Theatrical Licence – Mr Jennings, of the Alexandra theatre was granted an 

extension of a week. - 1881 92 

The Theatre – (Manager, Mr G. Jennings)- The Orange Girl, Romeo and Juliet, Three-Fingered 

Jack, etc. – March 1881 93 

The Theatre – (Manager, Mr Jennings)- Faith, Hope and Charity, Macbeth, Marriage 

Certificate, Female Detective, &c. – April 1881 93 

The Theatre – ( Mr Jennings) – Linda, Leah, The Fatal Shot, Jack Robinson, Firematch the 

Trooper, etc. – April 1881 93 

“Pepper’s Ghost” – During the week Mr Fred Smith’s Spectral Opera Company have been 

performing at the Park Road Rooms. – April 1881 94 

Soiree was held at the Drill Hall and was well attended. - 1881 94 

Theatricals – The Imperial Comic and Burlesque Company were granted permission to 

perform for six nights in the Park Road Room. - 1881 95 

Concert and Ball was given in the Park Road Room on behalf of the funds of the newly 

erected Mount Carmel Infant Schools. – May 1881 96 

Theatrical – The Imperial Comic Opera and Burlesque Company were granted permission to 

perform for nine additional nights. – May 1881 97 

Temperance Fete - 1881 97 
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The Jubilee Singers – All freed slaves from South Carolina, gave entertainments in the Park 

Road Room. - 1881 98 

Druids’ Fete - 1881 98 

Petty Sessions – Wednesday – Before W. Smith, E. Holyoake and C. Andrew, Esqs., 98 

Theatrical – Mr A. Taylor was granted permission to perform for a month in the Fox and 

Goose field. – July 1881 98 

Amateur Dramatic Society - 1881 99 

Conservative Fete at Redditch – 1881 99 

Concerts – Two concerts, for the purpose of reducing a heavy debt on the funds of the Rifle 

Corps, were given in the Park Road Room. - 1881 100 

Mr Basil Young – This popular entertainer gave a representation in the Park Road Room, 

which was crowded.  The subject was “Dado Hall - 1881 101 

Entertainment – The first of a series of entertainments was given in the Baptist School Room 

and was well attended.  The proceeds were in aid of liquidating a debt on the schoolroom. – 

October 1881 101 

Tute’s Ministrels – This clever troupe gave entertainments in the Park Road Room to large 

audiences. - 1881 102 

Lecture and Saturday Evening entertainments at Park Road Room - 1881 102 

Entertainment on behalf of the Sunday Schools, at which most of the leading amateurs of 

the town and neighbourhood  assisted, and most enjoyable evening was spent. - 1881 103 

The Town Band played a choice selection of music on the Church Green. – December 1881

 104 

The Holidays – December 1881 104 

Petty Sessions – Wednesday, before R. S. Bartleet, J. Smith and V. Milward, Esqrs. 104 

Theatrical – Permission was given the “Our Boys” Company to perform in the Park Road, 

Room on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th instant. – January 1882 104 

“Our Boys” company gave performances to crowded and delighted audiences in the Park 

Road Room. - 1882 105 

High Class Concert in the Park Road Room by Mr Wyatt Mortimer. - 1882 105 
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Two concerts were given in the Park Road Room in aid of the organ fund of the United 

Methodist Free Church. – February 1882 106 

The Choral Society – This society gave its first concert for the season in the Park Road Room, 

which on each occasion was crowded to excess. – February 1882 106 

Workpeoples’ Soiree at the Drill Hall - 1882 107 

Park-Road Room – The Female Christy’s Butterworth’s Troupe visited the town. - 1882 108 

Sanger’s Circus – This well-known equestrian troupe, with their magnificent stud of horses 

gave two performances in the Recreation Ground. - 1882 108 

Messrs John Sanger and Son’s Circus visited this town. - 1882 108 

Concert - A miscellaneous concert was given in the Park Road Room by members of the 

Baptist choir and Redditch glee club assisted by some of the town band. - 1882 109 

Redditch Musical Society – The first annual concert of this society took place in the Park 

Road Room and was well attended. - 1882 110 

Choral Society – Concerts were given by this society in the Park Road Room to large and 

appreciative audiences. - 1882 110 

Annual Temperance Festival - 1882 111 

Bromsgrove, Rifle Corps – A Grand Bazaar and Fancy Fair – will be held in Hewell Park - 1882

 112 

Temperance Festival – The annual temperance festival was held and was a very successful 

affair. - 1882 113 

Theatrical – Mr Stanley Warde was granted permission to give a series of dramatic 

representations in the Park Road Room. – June 1882 114 

A balloon ascent was made from a field near the Gasworks by Captain Moreton, the well-

known aeronaut. – August 1882 114 

Concert in the Schoolroom, Webheath – October 1882 115 

A Row, - “The Midgetts” and General Tom Thumb and Company gave an entertainment in 

the Park Road Room. - 1883 116 

Redditch Musical Society’s Concert – The “Creation” – March 1883 117 

Entertainment – Mr C. Du Val gave his amusing entertainment entitled “Odds and Ends,” at 

the Park Road Room. - 1883 118 
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Concert – Redditch Choral Society  performed in the Park Road Room, Haydn’s “Creation”. - 

1883 119 

Choral Society – A presentation was made to Mr A. Bell, conductor of the society, on behalf 

of the members in recognition of his efforts in promoting its success. - 1883 119 

Temperance Festival – The annual Temperance Whitsun Festival - 1883 120 

Park Road Room – Professor Duprez paid a visit and was well received. - 1883 121 

A grand gala and fete was held in the grounds attached to the Queen’s Head Inn, when a 

very large number of persons were present. – July 1883 121 

Gala and Fete in the grounds of the Queen’s Head Inn , Bromsgrove Road. - 1883 122 

School Treats – The children of the Catholic schools held their annual treat. - 1883 122 

The August Fair was well attended. - 1883 123 

Recital of “The Tempest” by Mr Brandram, M.A., in aid of the funds for a proposed new 

School of Art. - 1883 123 

“The Tempest” by Mr S. Brandram, M.A., the well-known Shakespearian reciter. November 

1883 124 

Application Refused – Mr Hulland, relieving officer, applied for permission to perform at the 

Red Lion Inn Room on the 10th  December - 1883 125 

Park Road Room – Messrs Bruce and Verne gave their popular entertainment and had a 

good audience. - 1883 125 

Amateur Dramatic Society in the Drill Hall – December 1883 126 

Amateur Dramatic Society – The first performance of this society for the season was given in 

the Drill Hall to a crowded and fashionable audience. - 1883 127 

An entertainment in aid of the funds for the Redditch Outdoor Relief Provident Clothing Club, 

was given in the Drill Hall. – December 1883 128 

Entertainment – December 1883 128 

Musical Society – The first concert of the season of this society was given in the Park Road 

Room, which was well filled with and appreciative audience. – December 1883 129 

Christmas Day – The Town Band played for an hour on the Church Green enclosure a choice 

selection of sacred music. – December 1883 130 
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A concert was given in the National Schools in aid of the Sunday School Library and Choir 

Fund.  – February 1884 131 

Concert at Park Road Room in aid of the funds for the new School of Art and Institute. - 1884

 132 

Concert at Park Road Room – 1884 continued 133 

Theatrical – Mr Lawrence, proprietor of a travelling theatre, was granted permission to play 

in Redditch for one month. – February 1884 133 

Concert in aid of the organ fund of the United Methodist Free Church was given in the Park 

Road Room. - 1884 134 

Concert in aid of the organ fund of the United Methodist Free Church was given in the Park 

Road Room. – 1884 continued 135 

Circus – Messrs. Sanger’s circus – March 1884 135 

Sanger’s Circus gave two performances, both of which were largely attended. - 1884 136 

Park Road Room – The Misses Ada Porter and Millie Turner’s music and amusement 

company. 1884 137 

Petty Sessions – Theatrical – An application by Mr Rayner for a theatrical licence was 

refused. - 1884 137 

Redditch Park Road Room – The Court Minstrels - 1884 137 

Tayleure’s American Circus 137 

Entertainments – The Georgian troupe of amateur minstrels gave their excellent 

entertainment in the Corn Exchange. - 1885 138 

New Public Hall – Mr Tunbridge, solicitor, applied for a dramatic licence - 1885 138 

Theatrical Licence for the new Temperance Hall - 1885 138 

Temperance Hall – (Manager, Mr John E. Wilkes) – Mr Maurice Johnston’s Fun on the Bristol 

Company. – September 1885 139 

Temperance Hall – (Manager, Mr John E. Wilkes) – Carpenter and Lorraine’s Minstrels. - 

1885 139 

The New Public Hall – 1885 139 

New Public Hall – The Redditch Amateur Dramatic Society – November 1885 140 
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Redditch – New Public Hall - 1885 140 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr T. Neasom) A dioramic tour round the world - 1885 140 

Wanted, for Butterworth’s Minstrels, Corner Man; must also be Step-Dancer - 1885 141 

Miss Mabel Rawlings. Floristano in “Fra Diavolo” (Burlesque) - 1886 141 

Mr Maitland Marler - 1886 141 

The Morris Dancers – The “Shakespearean” Bidford Morris Dancers, gave an entertainment 

in the Public Hall. - 1886 141 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr T. Neasom) – Mr Maurice Johnston’s pantomime company with 

Beauty and the Beast – February 1886 142 

Public Hall – Stephenson’s Ghost company – Large audiences have been attracted. - 1886

 142 

Public Hall with Miss Vesta Tilley - 1886 142 

Bob Gates on tour with Messr Poole’s Diorama. - 1886 143 

Wanted, Two or Three Lady Serio-Comics – Apply F. Reade, Manager, Public Hall, Redditch. - 

1886 143 

Public Hall – The Redditch Choral Society gave “The Messiah.” - 1886 143 

Mr Frank Stirling, great success, Rivola, in “Saved,” Public Hall. 1886 143 

Public Hall – My Sweetheart, under the management of Mr T. R. Nugent, was produced for 

the first time in this town. - 1886 144 

George Ginnett’s Circus gave two performances to crowded houses. - 1886 144 

Wanted, Pianist, four nights. - 1886 144 

Public Hall – The Matthews’ C.C.C. Ministrels gave an excellent performance. - 1886 145 

Public Hall – The celebrated Mays, with their dramatic and burlesque company. - 1886 145 

Concert – The Redditch Orchestral Society in the Public Hall. - 1886 145 

Amateur Dramatic Society – The first performance of the season took place at the Public 

Hall. - 1886 146 

Concert – The Town Band gave a highly successful concert in the Public Hall. - 1887 146 
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Volunteer Smoking Concert – The second volunteer smoking concert of the season took place 

in the Drill Hall. - 1887 146 

Various Entertainments – February 1887 147 

Public Hall – A My Sweetheart Company under the management of Mr David James, jun. - 

1887 148 

Public Hall – A comic concert  - 1887 148 

Public Hall – Miss Vesta Tilley paid us her annual visit. - 1887 149 

Pictures of Vesta Tilley 150 

The Olympia Circus - 1887 150 

Petty Sessions – The licences of the Public Hall and Temperance Hall were granted. – October 

1887 150 

Public Hall – Mr J. A. Hyhert’s company opened at the above hall on Monday last, for three 

nights, with the pantomime Dick Whittington, but have only done moderate business. – 

January 1888 151 

Temperance Hall – Miss Emily Chapman’s company. - 1888 151 

Temperance Hall – Miss Emily Chapman’s company- January 1888 151 

Public Hall – Miss Viola Jenning’s Company - 1888 152 

Public Hall – Mr E. Duval’s company - 1888 152 

Mr G. P. Hawtrey’s “Pickpocket” Company, (from the Globe Theatre, London) - 1888 152 

Theatrical Licence – Mr Harry Vollaire was granted a month’s licence for Mr. T. H. Payne’s  

company – June 1888 153 

Theatre Royal – Mr T. H. Payne’s company opened here. – June 1888 153 

Wanted, Gents for responsible business – July 1888 153 

Wanted, for Public Hall, Redditch, good companies, dramatic or operatic, scenery, music, 

working staff, &c. - 1888 153 

Circus – Messrs John Sanger and Son’s Circus - 1888 154 

Public Hall – Mr J. B. Mulholland’s company - 1888 154 

Public Notices – Japanese Village and Bazaar - 1888 154 
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Japanese Bazaar was held in the Public Hall. – November 1888 155 

Temperance Hall – Tute’s Minstrels gave performances before highly delighted audiences. - 

1888 156 

Amateur Dramatic Society – A Sister’s Penance – Public Hall - 1888 157 

Amateur Dramatic Society – 1888 continued 158 

“A Mother’s Sin” - 1889 158 

Public Hall – Messrs Coombe Brothers opened with a diorama “Round the World.” – 1889 

 159 

Temperance Festival – The annual festival of the local branches of the Band of Hope in the 

grounds of the Cedars. - 1889 159 

Public Hall – Managers, Messrs. Charles White and Son – Mr J. O. Stewart’s company 

appeared in “The Unknown.” - 1889 160 

Ike Cashmore’s Circus with a very clever company, Perk’s Ghost and two marionette shows. - 

1889 160 

The annual August Fair was held on the recreation ground - 1889 161 

Joseph Lewis’s Company – Shadows of Life – Public  Hall, Redditch. - 1889 161 

Public Hall – (Proprietors Messrs Charles White and Son) – The Girls comedy company, under 

the management of Mr Arthur Estcourt. - 1889 162 

Redditch Public Hall – Terms with or without scenery. - 1889 162 

Public Hall – (Managers, Messrs Charles White and Son) – Mr Calder O’Beirnes’s English 

Opera Company. - 1889 162 

Public Hall – (Managers Messrs Charles White and Son) – Mr Wybert Clive’s company. - 1889

 163 

Redditch – Public Hall (Messrs Charles White and Son) - 1889 163 

Sacred Concert – Calder O’Beirne’s English Opera Company gave a sacred concert in the 

Public Hall. - 1889 163 

Mr George Alison - 1889 163 

Temperance Hall – A sale of work and bazaar was opened. – December 1889 164 
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Redditch Petty Sessions - 1890 164 

Redditch Public Hall – Calder  O’Beirne’s English opera Company - 1890 164 

Miss Maggie Morton – Tenth year of La Comedie Anglaise Tour - 1890 165 

Public Hall – Miss Maggie Morton’s company - 1890 165 

Redditch Public Hall - 1890 165 

Public Hall – Managers, Messrs. C. White and Son – Messrs Graham and Grundy’s company 

opened for six nights. - 1890 166 

Exhibition Chess by Mr Blackburne, the famous English chess player gave an exhibition of 

simultaneous play in the Temperance Hall. - 1890 166 

Amateur Dramatic Society in the Public Hall. - 1891 167 

Public Hall - (Managers, Messrs C. White and Son) – Messrs Carpenter with “The 

Middleman” - 1891 167 

Public Hall – (Managers, Messrs C. White and Son)- Mr Lawrence Daly’s company - 1891 167 

The Temperance Hall – “The Sleeping Beauty” - 1891 168 

Amateur Dramatic Society – This society gave the last performance of the eight series in the 

Public Hall before a large and appreciative audience. - 1891 168 

Whitsuntide Temperance Festival - 1891 169 

Wombell’s Menagerie and Circus - 1891 169 

August Fair on the recreation ground. - 1891 169 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. T. White) – Miss Claire Scott - 1891 170 

Cycling Lantern Parade – The annual cycling parade, in the aid of the Town Nursing Fund, the 

streets were crowded. - 1891 171 

Public Hall – (Manager Mr E. T. White) – Madame Norina’s comic opera company - 1891 172 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. F. White) – Mr Chillingham Hunt - 1891 172 

Wanted, Known, Professor Quickman, the premier natural imitator of birds and champion 

whistler. - 1891 172 

Public Hall – (Manager Mr C. T. White) – Miss Clifford’s Spanish Serenaders - 1891 173 

Public Hall – (Manager Mr Charles G. White) – “The Silver King” - 1891 173 
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Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. T. White) – Miss Maggie Morton’s Comedie Anglaise company 

- 1892 173 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. T. White) – The Middleman, with Mr Ernest Carpenter’s 

company - 1892 174 

Theatre – (Manager, Mr Jennings) – Joan of Arc, East Lynne, The Lady of Lyons, etc. - 1892

 174 

Theatre – (Manager, Mr Jennings) – My Sweetheart, The Serious Family, etc. - 1892 174 

Wanted, immediately, for Tayleure’s Circus - 1892 175 

Theatre – (Manager, Mr Jennings) – The season here was brought to a close. June 1892 175 

Redditch Public Hall - 1892 175 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. T. White – Mr Barton White’s comedy company - 1892 176 

Public Hall – (Manager Mr C. T. White) – “Alone in London” - 1892 176 

Miss Madge Rockingham – Prima Donna disengaged for Christmas – Public Hall - 1892 177 

Temperance Hall – A concert and entertainment was given by the Headless Cross section of 

“The Venetian Choir,” when there was a large attendance. - 1892 177 

Lord George Sanger’s Circus - 1893 178 

Public Hall (Manager, Mr C. T. White) – “Sinbad the Sailor” - 1893 179 

Mr Edward Sidney - 1893 179 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. T. White) – Messrs Lloyd and Cooper’s company - 1893 180 

Wanted, Two Horsekeepers, to look after team of six. - 1893 180 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. T. White) – Alone in London Company - 1893 180 

Redditch Public Hall – Proprietor, C. T. White – Telegraphic address, “Auctioneers, Redditch” 

- 1893 181 

Public Hall – (Manager, (Mr C. T. White) – The Bohee Minstrels - 1893 181 

Amateur Dramatic Society – The first performance of the eleventh series in connection with 

this society. - 1894 182 

The Tradesmen’s Association – 700 poor children were entertained to tea in the Temperance 

Hall. - 1894 182 
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Entertainment – Mr S. Macey, a local professor of legerdemain and ventriloquist – 1894 

 183 

Temperance Entertainment – Temperance Star Minstrels gave an entertainment in the 

Temperance Hall. - 1894 183 

Temperance Hall – Messrs Hardie and Von Leer’s On the Frontier Company - 1894 184 

Amateur Dramatic society - 1894 184 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr C. T. White – Mr Walter Steel’s company - 1895 184 

Public Hall – (Manager, Mr White) – Mr Sydney Vereker’s London Company - 1895 185 

Public Hall – (Manager Mr C. White) – The Calder O’Beirne comic opera - 1895 185 

Lord George Sanger’s Circus - 1895 185 

Entertainment – “Snowdrop and the Seven Dwarfs” - 1895 186 

Amateur Dramatic Society – “Sweet Lavender” - 1895 186 

Public Hall – Miss Cissy Grahame’s company - 1895 186 

Public Hall – The Evans-Ellis company - 1895 187 

Public Hall – Mr David James’s company - 1895 187 

Mr Albert Chevalier’s Recitals  - 1895 188 

Public Hall – (Proprietor, Mr T. E. Field) – Tute’s Minstrels - 1895 188 

Public Hall – (Proprietor, Mr T. E. Field) – Mr Gustave Roselle’s Court Choir - 1895 189 

Kastee’s Theatre - 1896 189 

Public Hall – “Trilby,” under the direction of Mr Ellis Miller. - 1896 189 

Public Hall – Mr J. L. Toole and company, under the direction of Mr Charles Holloway. - 1896

 190 

Redditch – Wadbrook’s Ghost show 191 

Wanted, for Wadbrook’s Ghost Illusion – Fair Ground, Redditch - 1896 191 

Theatre – Mrs Sinclair’s company - 1896 191 

Theatre – (Manager, Mrs Sinclair) - 1896 191 
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Public Hall – Mr Ben Greet’s company - 1897 192 

Mr G. Jennings, proprietor of the Alexander Theatre, Redditch - 1897 192 

Public Hall – Mr Harry Buxton with his popular choir. - 1897 192 

F. Ginnett’s Circus gave two performances here before good houses. - 1897 193 

Public Hall – Mr Ben Greet’s company - 1898 193 

The Annual Fete of the Hewell (Bromsgrove) and Windsor Redditch Habitation - 1898 193 

Wanted, a Good Horsekeeper – Wadbrook’s Show, Fair Ground, Redditch. - 1898 194 

“The Romany’s Revenge” – Public Hall - 1898 194 

Public Hall – The J.P. company under the direction of Mr Robert Whyte, jun. - 1898 194 

Public Hall – In “The Sign of the Cross” – The Ben Greet company - 1898 195 

Wanted, at Once, good Responsible Gentleman for Portable Theatre – Alf Cullingham, 

Theatre, Redditch. - 1898 195 

Theatricals - 1899 195 

Proposed Permanent Theatre - 1899 196 

Proposed Theatre – Bench declined to grant the application - 1899 197 

Lord George Sanger’s Circus - 1899 197 

Amateur Orchestral Society – 1899 198 

Choral Society – May 1899 198 

Choral Society – December 1900 198 

Acknowledgements 199 
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Entertainment in Redditch 

(Document 1901-1939) 
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Palace Theatre, next week. - 1914 ........................................................................................... 17 

Redditch Petty Sessions – Wednesday – Before Mr J. Morgan (in the chair), Colonels H. S. 
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Licensing – Mr E. Moule was granted a license for the performance of a pageant at the 
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Treadgolds Picture House ........................................................................................................ 18 
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Licensing ................................................................................................................................... 23 
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will be called upon to contribute  to the entertainment tax imposed by the Chancellor of the 

Excheguer to help to meet the cost of the war. – May 1916 ................................................... 27 

Bostock’s Unrivalled Circus – Direct from France – On recreation ground, Beoley Road. - May 

1916 ......................................................................................................................................... 28 



24 

 

To join the Navy – Mr L. Crow, manager of the Palace Theatre, Redditch, stated he was 

joining the Royal Navy. – May 1916 ........................................................................................ 29 

Theatrical Licenses ................................................................................................................... 29 

License – Cinematograph and theatrical licenses in respect to the Palace theatre, Redditch, 

were granted to Mr J. Baron, the newly appointed manager. - 1916 ..................................... 30 

Garden Party ............................................................................................................................ 31 

Declaration Day – At Redditch yesterday (Friday) a public meeting was held on Church Green 

for the purpose of passing a resolution upon the war. – August 1916.................................... 31 

Applications – Mr Ritson, manager of the Public Hall, presented plans prepared by Mr B. 

Perrins, for certain alterations. – The Bench having examined the building with the plans, the 

application was granted.  - 1916 ............................................................................................. 32 

Redditch – Temperance Festival – August 1916 ...................................................................... 32 

Tardebigge – Entertaining the Wounded Soldiers - 1916 ........................................................ 33 

Tardebigge – Concert to Wounded Soldiers – October 1916 ................................................... 33 

Tardebigge – The V.A.D. Hospital ............................................................................................ 34 

Mrs Treadgold, license of the Picture House in Alcester Street, Redditch , was granted a 

renewal of her license for the year ending November 25th 1917. – November 1916 ............. 34 

Redditch Petty sessions ............................................................................................................ 34 

Granted permission was given Mrs Treadgold to open her picture house on Christmas night. 

– December 1916 ..................................................................................................................... 34 

Theatricals – Rev. G. L. Michell, Vicar of St George’s applied for a theatrical license for the 

Congregational Schoolroom for entertainments in aid of the Waifs and Strays War 

Emergency Fund. – Granted – January 1917 ........................................................................... 35 

Empire Day Performance – To celebrate Empire Day the scholars of the girls’ department of 

St Stephen’s Schools gave performances on Saturday and Wednesday afternoons in the 

Palace Theatre. - 1917 ............................................................................................................. 35 

The Salvation Army – On Sunday Redditch received a visit from Mrs Branwell Booth, wife of 

General Booth of the Salvation Army. – July 1917................................................................... 36 

No license – Joseph Ripon, manager of the Public Hall, Redditch, was fined £2 for allowing 

the hall to be used for cinematograph plays without a license on September 3rd. - 1917 ..... 37 

Bosco’s Pictures Public Hall – “The Jaguar’s Claw” – December 1917 .................................... 37 

Public Hall – Messrs Bosco screened an excellent holiday programme. – December 1917 .... 38 

Treadgold’s Picture House – “Fires of Conscience” – December 1917 .................................... 39 



25 

 

Treadgold’s – Two excellent programmes have been provided at this popular hall during the 

holiday week. – December 1917 .............................................................................................. 39 

B.S.A. Works Redditch – Christmas Treat to the Children of Soldiers and Sailors – Janary 1918

.................................................................................................................................................. 40 

Bosco’s Pictures, Public Hall – Tank Week – Ann Pennington in “Little Soldier” – April 1918 

.................................................................................................................................................. 41 

Treadgold’s Picture House – “Justice” - 1918 .......................................................................... 42 

Theatrical Licenses – Mr Norman Francis Cave gave notice of his intention to apply for a 

theatrical license for a performance to be given in the mess room at the B.S.A. Works. – 

November 1918 ........................................................................................................................ 42 

Petty Sessions – Wednesday .................................................................................................... 43 

The license of Treadgold’s Picture House was renewed, and permission granted for making 

alterations in the seating accommodation with the object of providing an extra gangway. - 

1918 ......................................................................................................................................... 43 

Public Hall ................................................................................................................................. 43 

Cinematograph Performances – Permission was given by the Bench for cinematograph 

performances to be held in the Public Hall on Good Friday. - 1919 ........................................ 43 

Patronised by H.M. The King - Lord John Sanger’s Circus – Sensational Peace Year Circus and 

Menagerie. - 1919 .................................................................................................................... 44 

Lord John Sanger’s Circus – 1919 continued ............................................................................ 45 

Lord John Sanger Circus – 1919 continued .............................................................................. 46 

Palace Theatre License – 1919 ................................................................................................. 47 

Magistrates warning to Cinematograph License Holder - 1919 .............................................. 47 

Cinematograph License transferred ......................................................................................... 47 

Cinema License ......................................................................................................................... 48 

Theatrical License – Mr J. J. Graham, Hewell, was granted a theatrical license for the Village 

Hall, Tardebigge, on the occasion of an entertainment in aid of the Redditch Parsonage 

Fund. - 1919 ............................................................................................................................. 48 

Children entertained at the Town Hut - 1922 .......................................................................... 48 

Application – Horace Holloway, Prince of Wales Theatre, Headless Cross, applied for a 

licence for a portable theatre to be pitched in Wilnecote cricket ground. - 1923 ................... 49 

“Tom Jones” – At Redditch – The Redditch Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society began 

their annual performance. - 1927 ............................................................................................ 49 

Permission for three picture houses in Redditch to open on Christmas Day. - 1928 ............... 50 



26 

 

Mavis Bennett the well-known broadcasting singer (from Redditch) gets married. – July 1933

.................................................................................................................................................. 50 

Aviation Display at Redditch – An air display by a fleet of aeroplanes, arranged by Sir Alan 

Cobham. – August 1933 ........................................................................................................... 51 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, one of those showing this film, famous Co-op characters – “Mr & 

Mrs D.V. Dends” - 1933 ............................................................................................................ 52 

Advert for a Variety Concert at Tardebigge Village Hall. - 1934 ............................................. 53 

Bentley “Calling” Variety Concert at Tardebigge Village Hall – Like many other churches 

those of Tardebigge, Bentley and Webheath are in debt. - 1934 ............................................ 53 

Child Singer’s Triumph – Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10, “A little genius – The little girl 

was Miss M. Phillips, of Redditch. – May 1935 ........................................................................ 54 

Child Singer’s Triumph – Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10, “A little genius – The little girl 

was Miss M. Phillips, of Redditch. – May 1935 continued ....................................................... 55 

Child Singer’s Triumph – Festival judge’s tribute to girl of 10, “A little genius – The little girl 

was Miss M. Phillips, of Redditch. – May 1935 continued ....................................................... 56 

Winners Concert – Miss M. Phillips, the 10 year-old prodigy from Redditch. - 1935 .............. 57 

Winners Concert – Miss M. Phillips, the 10 year-old prodigy from Redditch. – 1935 continued

.................................................................................................................................................. 58 

Redditch Girl’s Musical Success – Miss M. Phillips - 1935........................................................ 58 

Tolson’s Music Weavers’ Jazz Band - 1935 .............................................................................. 59 

Date to Remember – Millicent Phillips of Redditch. - 1936 ..................................................... 59 

Thirty three years ago – 1904, the birth of the Redditch Amateur Operatic Society – June 

1937 ......................................................................................................................................... 60 

New Manager at the Danilo Cinema – Major Ernest Clifford – June 1937 .............................. 61 

Danilo Cinema – “The Unguarded Hour” – June 1937 ............................................................. 62 

Gaumont – “Love from a Stranger” - 1937 .............................................................................. 63 

Select Kinema – “The Beloved Vagabond” - 1937 ................................................................... 63 

Redditch Carnival – King and Queen to be Selected – June 1937 ............................................ 64 

Redditch Amateur Operatic Society - 1937 .............................................................................. 65 

Redditch Town Band – This recently constituted band, now numbering 26 capable 

instrumentalists. - 1937 ........................................................................................................... 66 

Miss Millicent Phillips, the Redditch girl vocalist - 1937 .......................................................... 67 

Broadcasting from the Palace Theatre, Redditch - 1938 ......................................................... 68 



27 

 

Redditch Urban Council decided not at present to accede to the applications made by the 

proprietors of two cinemas for Sunday opening. – December 1938 ....................................... 68 

Cinderella in a Village Pantomime –Lady Gillian Windsor-Clive, daughter of Lord and Lady 

Plymouth as Cinderella. - January 1939 ................................................................................... 69 

The remarkable voice of Millicent Phillips – January 1939 ...................................................... 70 

Good Friday Music – Following their annual custom the choir of Bates Hill Methodist Church 

are giving a recital of Passiontide music. – April 1939 ............................................................ 71 

Film Display – Danilo Cinema - 1939........................................................................................ 72 

Select Kinema – Ginger Rogers with James Steward in “Vivacious Lady” - 1939 .................... 72 

Danilo – Peter Lorre in “The Mysterious Mr Moto” - 1939 ...................................................... 73 

Gaumont – Gary Cooper and Merle Oberon in “The Cowboy and the Lady” - 1939 ............... 73 

Music Festival Final Results – Miss K. Kay, of Redditch. – May 1939 ...................................... 74 

Acknowledgements .................................................................................................................. 75 

  



28 

 

Entertainment in Redditch 

(Document 1941 – 2015) 

 

Contents 

 Gaumont – Carolle Lombard and Robert Montgomery in “Mr & Mrs Smith”  - 1941 .............. 9 

Select – Pat O’Brien in “Modern Hero” and Palace The Little Tough Guys in “Little Tough Guys 

in Society” - 1941 ....................................................................................................................... 9 

Danilo – Kenny Baker and Frances Langford in “Hit Parade - 1941” ....................................... 10 

Redditch cinemas Sunday opening “deadlock” - 1942 ............................................................ 11 

Sunday cinema shows deadlock ends - 1942 ........................................................................... 12 

Entertainment of B.S.A. employees - 1943 .............................................................................. 13 

Rosaires Royal Command Circus and Zoo - 1944 ..................................................................... 14 

Danilo – Richard Dix, Albert Dekker and Jane Wyatt in “The Iron Road” - 1944 ..................... 15 

Select – The Shock Story of the Year – Gordon Harker in “Warn that Man” - 1944 ................ 16 

Gaumont – Laurence Olivier in “The Demi Paradise” - 1944 ................................................... 17 

Miss Millicent Phillips on the Radio - 1944 .............................................................................. 18 

Carnival Day at Redditch - 1944............................................................................................... 19 

Webheath Village Hall – A Grand Modern Dance - 1945 ........................................................ 20 

Redditch Choral Singers – December 1945 .............................................................................. 20 

Foxlydiate Hotel – Grand Dance - 1945 ................................................................................... 21 

St Luke’s Memorial Hall, Headless Cross – Old Time Dance - 1945 ......................................... 22 

Redditch Friends of Music – George Weldon & thirty members of the City of Birmingham 

Orchestra - 1945 ...................................................................................................................... 23 

Fun Fair – Royal Yard, Redditch - 1945 .................................................................................... 23 

Gaumont – Gary Cooper in “The Real Glory” - 1945 ................................................................ 24 

Select – “Going my Way” with Bing Crosby and Rise Stevens - 1945 ...................................... 25 

Danilo – Webster Booth, Ann Ziegler, Carol Raye and Richard Tauber in “Waltz Time” - 1945

.................................................................................................................................................. 26 

To-Day’s Broadcasting – Home Programme: - 1948 ............................................................... 27 

Entaco Dramatic Society – “Goody Two Shoes” - 1953 ........................................................... 27 



29 

 

Gaumont – Fay Wray and Robert Armstrong in “King Kong” - 1953 ...................................... 28 

The Cosy Cinema – Gordon McRae and Jack Holt in “Return of the Frontiersman - 1953 ...... 28 

Gaumont – Michael Redgrave, Ann Todd and Leo Mckern in “Time Without Pity” - 1957 ..... 29 

Danilo Cinema – Ian Carmichael, Richard Attenborough and Terry Thomas in “Brothers in 

Law” - 1957 .............................................................................................................................. 29 

Regal Cinema – Kathryn Grayson, Red Skelton in “Lovely to Look At” - 1957 ......................... 30 

Danilo Cinema – Ingrid Bergman, Yul Brynner and Helen Hayes in “Anastasia” - 1957 ......... 31 

Regal Cinema – Alan Ladd, Jean Arthur and Van Heflin in “Shane” - 1957 ............................. 31 

Gaumont – Dean Martin in “Ten Thousand Bedrooms” - 1957 ............................................... 32 

Dancing to Billy Walker and his Band – at the Plymouth Ballroom, Tardebigge - 1957 ......... 32 

Bridley Moor School – A Grand Old Time Dance - 1957........................................................... 33 

Circus – Lord George Sangers .................................................................................................. 34 

Danilo Cinema – “Heart of a Man” with Frankie Vaughan and Anne Heywood - 1959 .......... 35 

Gaumont Cinema – “Day of the Outlaw” with Robert Ryan, Burl Ives and Tina Louise - 1959

.................................................................................................................................................. 36 

Regal Cinema – John Agar and Joyce Meadows in “Brain from Planet Arous - 1959 ............. 36 

Plymouth Ballroom Suite  - 1959 ............................................................................................. 37 

Worcestershire Young Farmers’ Club (Eastern Area) – Grand Dance –Plymouth Ballroom, 

Tardebigge - 1959 .................................................................................................................... 37 

Redditch Society   - Horticulture in Britain and the U.S.A. - 1959 ............................................ 38 

Gaumont – Jerry Lewis in “Don’t Give Up the Ship – 1959 ...................................................... 38 

Danilo Cinema – Charlton Heston, Yul Brynner, Annie Baxter, Yvonne De Carlo and Edward G. 

Robinson in “The Ten Commandments - 1959 ......................................................................... 39 

Carnival Profit of £726 – best for some years. - 1959 .............................................................. 40 

Carnival Profit – 1959 continued ............................................................................................. 41 

The Gaumont Cinema – Norman Wisdom and Millicent Martin in “The Girl on the Boat” - 

1962 ......................................................................................................................................... 41 

The Danilo Cinema – Vince Edwards and Kathie Brown in “Murder by Contract” - 1962 ....... 41 

Local pop group has its fans – The Spartans pop group – four schoolboys aged between 14 

and 15 – have become so popular with their weekly audience in the boys and girls club at the 

Gaumont Cinema. - 1964 ......................................................................................................... 42 

Gaumont Cinema – Frank Sinatra, Dene Martin, Anita Ekberg and Ursula Andress in “4 for 

Texas” - 1964 ........................................................................................................................... 43 



30 

 

Danilo Cinema – Dick Powel in “Cry Danger” - 1964 ............................................................... 43 

Redditch Drama Group Work Hard to Please but Barrie Play fails to please - 1964 ............... 44 

Redditch Drama Group Work Hard to Please but Barrie Play fails to please – 1964 continued

.................................................................................................................................................. 45 

Grand Annual Ball – Foxlydiate Hotel - 1964 ........................................................................... 46 

Teen-Beat – Kingfisher Hall - 1964 ........................................................................................... 46 

Its All Happening – Cal Denning and the Cimmarons – White Hart Hotel, Headless Cross - 

1964 ......................................................................................................................................... 47 

The Salvation Army – Band and Songsters Weekend - 1964 ................................................... 47 

Gaumont Cinema – Charlton Heston, Jack Hawkins, Haya Harareet and Stephen Boyd in “Ben 

Hur” - 1964 ............................................................................................................................... 48 

Danilo Cinema – Anthony Quinn in “Portrait in Black” - 1964 ................................................. 48 

Carnival plans – The annual meeting of Redditch Carnival Committee was held at Carnival 

Headquarters, Red Lion Street. - 1964 ..................................................................................... 49 

Danilo cinema - Elvis Presley and Ann Margaret in “Love in Las Vegas” - 1964 ..................... 50 

Gaumont Cinema – Jane Powell and Howard Keel in “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers - 1964

.................................................................................................................................................. 50 

Danilo Cinema – Guy Hadison in “Blood of the Warriors” - 1965 ............................................ 51 

Gaumont Cinema – Sidney James, Kenneth Williams, Kenneth Connor, Charles Hawtrey, Joan 

Sims Jim Dale and Amanda Barrie in “Carry on Cleo” - 1965 .................................................. 51 

The Marriage of Figaro – Redditch College Hall  - 1966 .......................................................... 52 

Danilo Cinema – Chuck Connors and Kamala Devi in “Geronimo” - 1966 ............................... 53 

Gaumont Cinema- Elvis Presley in “Harem Holiday” - 1966 .................................................... 53 

Gaumont Cinema – Leslie Caron and Tom Bell in “L-Shaped Room - 1966 ............................. 54 

Danilo Cinema – Cameron Mitchell in “Caesar the Conqueror” - 1966 ................................... 54 

Five hundred and fifty children of employees of High Duty Alloys (Redditch) attended the 

annual children’s party held in the works canteen. - December 1966..................................... 55 

Crabbs Cross carnival tops £1,000 - 1966 ................................................................................ 56 

Gaumont Cinema – Audrey Hepburn and Rex Harrison in “My Fair Lady” - 1966 .................. 57 

Danilo Cinema – Jack Palance and Guy Madison in “Sword of the Conqueror - 1966 ............ 57 

Kingfisher Hall – The Traction – December 1967 ..................................................................... 58 

United Services Club – Christmas Entertainment – Dancing - 1967 ........................................ 58 

Indicator Camera at Carnival Service, Party and Play - 1967 .................................................. 59 



31 

 

Visiting Redditch on Saturday morning, teams of Morris Dancers - 1968 ............................... 60 

Danilo Cinema – Vincent Price in “The Haunted Palace” - 1968 ............................................. 61 

Classic Cinema – Barbara Steele and George Riviere in “Castle of Blood” - 1968 ................... 61 

Danilo Cinema – Frank Sinatra in “Robin and the 7 Hoods” - 1968 ......................................... 62 

Bingo – Church Road, Redditch - 1968 ..................................................................................... 62 

Redditch & District Solo Club – Social Evening - 1968 ............................................................. 63 

Danilo Cinema – Christopher Lee in “Crypt of Horror” - 1968 ................................................. 63 

Redditch Arts Council – “One Day Swan Queen” – Redditch College - 1968 ........................... 64 

Danilo Cinema – Frankie Howerd in “Up Pompeii “ - 1971 ...................................................... 64 

St George’s School – Summer Fayre - 1971 ............................................................................. 65 

Redditch Drama Group – “Wild Goose Chase” – The Leys High School, - 1971 ....................... 65 

Classic – Eric Porter and Rachel Roberts in “The Belstone Fox” - 1974 ................................... 66 

Come to the Fair – Woodrow South – Spring Fun Fair - 1974 .................................................. 67 

Star Cabaret  - Matchborough Suite – The Sticky Wicket - 1974 ............................................. 67 

Classic Cinema – David Carradine in “Death Race 2000” - 1976 ............................................. 68 

Classic Cinema – “The People that time Forgot” - 1977 .......................................................... 69 

Cravats make it sound – A group of Redditch lads are spinning their way to the top, and it is 

all their own work. - 1978 ........................................................................................................ 70 

Classic Cinema – “The Wanderers” - 1981 ............................................................................... 71 

Classic - The Jury (X) - 1982 ...................................................................................................... 72 

Music and Drama Societies – 1982/3 ...................................................................................... 73 

Classic Cinema – Graham Chapman and John Cleese in “Monty Pythons The Meaning of Life” 

- 1983 ....................................................................................................................................... 74 

Bumper gala night at club – Over 600 members will attend the Gala Night celebrations at the 

Coral Social club, Church Road. - 1989..................................................................................... 75 

The Cannon Cinema, Redditch is showing “Jungle Book” - 1993 ............................................. 76 

Redditch Operatic Society present “Irene” at the Palace Theatre. - 1993 ............................... 76 

Redditch soprano Anne Sheridan will be making her debut on Radio Three. - 1993 .............. 76 

The carnival comes to town – Residents went cash crazy by helping carnival collectors crash 

through the £2,000 barrier. - 1994 .......................................................................................... 77 

Carnival – Singing without the rain - 1999 .............................................................................. 78 



32 

 

Forge Mill Needle Museum will be blasting off into the spaceworld this year with its brand 

new exhibition – NASA. - 2000 ................................................................................................. 79 

Star still on song at 80 - 2004 .................................................................................................. 80 

Wartime memories fondly recalled - 2005 .............................................................................. 81 

Singers scoop sponsor  - 2006 .................................................................................................. 81 

Diary of Events – November 2006 ............................................................................................ 82 

Diary of Events – December 2006 ............................................................................................ 83 

Redditch Music Society - 2007 ................................................................................................. 84 

Station opens for family day - 2007 ......................................................................................... 85 

Redditch Choral Society gave a truly memorable performance of Handel’s Messiah. - 2007. 86 

All things Redditch to be celebrated at festival - 2009 ............................................................ 87 

Farm attractions prove popular - 2011 .................................................................................... 88 

The searching goes on – A band described as only second to the Beatles as Liverpool’s finest 

1960s group, will be vowing fans on the Palace Theatre stage. - 2012 .................................. 89 

Festival will be bigger and better – This year’s Morton Stanley Festival is set to be extended 

to three days as Redditch Borough Council aims to make it ‘bigger, better and broader’. - 

2012 ......................................................................................................................................... 90 

Vue’s takeover of town cinema under scrutiny - 2012 ............................................................ 91 

Taylor-made to open music suite - 2012 .................................................................................. 91 

Vue’s takeover approved - 2012 .............................................................................................. 92 

Bandstand proves a hit – June 2013 ........................................................................................ 93 

Bandstand festival to close in style – September 2013 ............................................................ 93 

Harry Styles was born in Redditch - 2014 ................................................................................ 94 

Town named as the least musical place - 2014 ....................................................................... 95 

Bands perform to prove town’s critics wrong - 2014 ............................................................... 95 

Soprano sensation celebrates her 90th – A child prodigy (Millicent Phillips) described as the 

golden voice of radio during the 1930s and 1940s has celebrated her 90th birthday. - 2014 96 

Duran star to develop town talent - 2014................................................................................ 97 

Best bandstand event ever brings town alive – June 2014 ...................................................... 98 

Morton Stanley Festival – Bumper crowd enjoys a weekend of top talent. - 2014 ................. 99 

Singing with Toyah - 2014 ...................................................................................................... 100 

A Day of Destruction in on offer at Forge Mill - 2014 ............................................................ 101 



33 

 

Fun is looming large at Kingfisher - 2014 .............................................................................. 102 

Grant brings Batchley together - 2014 .................................................................................. 103 

Choir wants new singers - 2014 ............................................................................................. 104 

Celebrated comedian and presenter Don Maclean will be looking back over 50 years in 

showbiz during a special show. - 2014 .................................................................................. 105 

Hoping to harvest a festival of fun – NHS staff will be recognised for their hard work as part 

of a harvest themed bandstand event. – September 2014.................................................... 106 

Ballet role is start of beautiful career - 2014 ......................................................................... 106 

Apple Day – A corking day is in store as the annual Headless Cross Apple Day returns. - 2014

................................................................................................................................................ 107 

Fun at the Bandstand – A harvest of celebration - September 2014 ..................................... 108 

Town set to welcome star names – International singing superstars could be descending on 

Redditch as part of an ambitious project to create a rehearsal arena in the town. - 2014 .. 109 

Core activities prove a hit with everybody – October 2014 ................................................... 110 

Core activities prove a hit with everybody – 2014 continued ................................................ 111 

American Circus – The Greatest Circus on Planet Earth - 2014 ............................................. 112 

Going out with a bang? - 2014 .............................................................................................. 113 

Red Riding Hood – Shipleys – November 2014 ...................................................................... 114 

Bowjangles – All Singing All Dancing Comedy Musicians – Redi Centre - 2014 .................... 115 

Wilsons Fun Fair – Arrow Valley Park, Redditch – March 2015 ............................................. 116 

Choir about to rock on G4 tour - 2015 ................................................................................... 117 

Talents get a chance at centre stage – Singers, bands and disc jockeys are all being called on 

to showcase their talent at Morton Stanley Festival. - 2015 ................................................. 118 

Steve Gibbons gets rocking in Redditch - 2015 ...................................................................... 119 

Passion and more at Saturday night concert - 2015 .............................................................. 120 

Joust having fun at Forge Mill Museum - 2015 ..................................................................... 121 

Church Green set to be centre of bandstand celebrations – June 2015 ................................ 122 

Drum ‘N’ Bass and Brass at Morton Stanley Festival - 2015 ................................................. 123 

Redditch tunes up for free music festival - 2015 .................................................................... 124 

Redditch Music Festival Hits all the right notes – July 2015 .................................................. 126 

Daleks set to invade Forge Mill Museum - 2015 .................................................................... 127 



34 

 

In tune with charity show – The Redditch Orchestra have played their part in raising £400 

each  for three charities from an American themed concert at the Evesham Arts Centre. – 

August 2015 ........................................................................................................................... 128 

Festival’s not all about the bass – The annual Morton Stanley Festival will be bringing a bit of 

drum’n’bass with a bit of brass thrown into the mix. - 2015 ................................................. 130 

Crowds defy the rain as Morton Stanley Festival rocks on – August 2015 ............................ 131 

Popular fun fair to return to Redditch after seven years - 2015 ............................................ 133 

Memorial and music for 35th anniversary of John Bonham’s death – August 2015 ............. 134 

Wilson’s Fun Fair returns to town – September 2015 ............................................................ 135 

Discover Heritage Days at Forge Mill Needle Museum this Sunday - 2015 ........................... 136 

All the fun of the Carnival and more is on its way to Redditch - 2015 ................................... 137 

Musical tribute to Led Zeppelin’s John Bonham as Redditch remembers famous son – 

September 2015 ..................................................................................................................... 138 

The Redditch Community bandstand festival – September 2015 .......................................... 139 

Festival success sparks calls for return of Redditch carnival procession - 2015 .................... 140 

Seasonal fun was at the core of this year’s Apple Day on Headless Cross Green - 2015 ...... 141 

Windfall wonderland as Headless Cross gets apple juicing this Saturday (October 10) - 2015

................................................................................................................................................ 142 

Tickets go on sale for Redditch Vue cinema’s screening of Ed Sheeran concert film – October 

2015 ....................................................................................................................................... 143 

Tickets go on sale for Benedict Cumberbatch film screening of Hamlet at Vue cinema in 

Redditch – October 2015........................................................................................................ 144 

Old fashioned fun at Forge Mill – November 2015 ................................................................ 145 

Jack hits all the right notes for Redditch’s Arrow Vale Singers – November 2015 ................ 146 

NWA star set to DJ in Redditch pub - 2015 ............................................................................ 147 

Movie buffs in for a Christmas treat at the Kingfisher - 2015 ............................................... 148 

Rudolph and friends join Ray Quinn at Redditch Family Fun Day - 2015 .............................. 149 

Church Hill Christmas is a cracker - 2015 ............................................................................... 150 

Mark tops jazz charts - 2015 .................................................................................................. 151 

Acknowledgements ................................................................................................................ 152 

 

 



35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

 

 

In the research and compilation of this document the author acknowledges the following 

sources: 

 

www.bromsgrovebmsgh.co.uk - Martin Stephens who digitised the Bromsgrove, 

Droitwich and Redditch Messenger for Bromsgrove BMSGH web  

 

www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk – British Library Images 

 

www.redditchstandard.co.uk - The Redditch Standard archives 

 

www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk - The Redditch Advertiser archives  

 

www.ancestry.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bromsgrovebmsgh.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.redditchstandard.co.uk/
http://www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/

