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This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for the “Sport” document which gives an overall view of 

the Sport in Redditch through the years 1829 – 2016. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, an opportunity to see what topics have been included in the 

detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detailed documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events 

organised by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 12 
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(Document 1829 – 1939) 
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The lovers of pugilism – (1829) 9 

The attempt made to establish races at this spirited little place 10 

Redditch Races – (1839) 12 

Horse Racing in Redditch – (1840) 13 

Horse Racing in Redditch – (1841) 14 

Horse Racing in Redditch – (1842) 14 

Horse Racing in Redditch – (1843) 15 

Steeple Chasing in Redditch – (1844) 16 

The Ring – Tom Paddock will fight Phil Inkins – (1845) 16 

Pugilism – Jack Bourne and Jem, alias Cribb Heath – (1845) 17 

Tom Paddock would like a fight – (1845) 17 

The Ring - Nobby Clarke and Tom Paddock – (1845) 17 

Prize Fight –Bushy Field, near Headless Cross - (1848) 17 

Pedestrianism – Hodgson and Edwards – 1849 18 

The Championship of England – 1850 18 

Fight for the Championship between Paddock of Redditch and the “Tipton Slasher” – (1850)

 19 

Cricket – 1851 19 

Paddock the Pugilist from Redditch – This hero of the ring, and another named Paulson, of 

Nottingham fought – (1851) 20 

Paddock the Bruiser – (1851) 21 
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Revival of Redditch horse racing – (1852) 21 

Discussions on organising a horse race in Redditch – (1852) 22 

Cricket – Droitwich and Headless Cross – (1852) 23 

Monday 20th September – Horse racing in Redditch – (1852) 24 

Redditch Worcestershire Races – (1852) 25 

Horse racing in Redditch – (1853) 26 

The various races (1853) continued 27 

Cricket – The “Victoria” club – (1853) 28 

Pugilism – Thomas Paddock of Redditch and Henry Poulson – (1854) 28 

Races – (1854) 29 

Redditch Races – (1854) 29 

Redditch Races - (1854) continued 30 

Redditch Races - (1854) continued 31 

Redditch Races   (1854) continued 32 

Redditch races – (1854) continued 33 

Redditch Races – (1855) 34 

Redditch Races – (1855) continued 35 

Redditch Races (1855) continued 36 

Redditch Races (1855) continued 37 

Accident on the Race Course – (1855) 38 

Redditch races will take place on Whit Monday and Tuesday – (1856) 38 

Fight for the Championship – (1856) 38 

Redditch Races – (1858) 38 

We are not great admirers of the pugilistic art – (1858) 39 

Cricket – The all-England eleven have engaged to play twenty-two of Redditch and 

neighbourhood – (1863) 39 



5 

 

Redditch Races – (1863) 39 

Redditch Races – (1863) 40 

All England and Redditch – (1863) 40 

Grand Cricket Match – (1863) 41 

Great Cricket Match – Eleven of all England v Twenty two of Redditch and District – (1863)

 42 

Great Cricket Match – Eleven of all England v Twenty two of Redditch and District – (1863) 

continued 43 

Great Cricket Match – (1863) continued 44 

Great Cricket Match – (1863) continued 45 

Great Cricket Match Score – First Innings - (1863) 45 

The All England Cricket Match at Redditch – (1863) 46 

The All England Cricket Match at Redditch - (1863) continued 47 

Cricket – All England v Redditch 48 

Rifle Movement – Rifle Competition - 1863 49 

Rifles  - The match between the 17th and 18th Companies of Worcestershire Rifle Volunteers 

- 1863 50 

Redditch Races will be held May 16th and 17th - 1864 51 

A Rifle Shooting Match - 1864 51 

Redditch Races – June 5 and 6 - 1865 51 

Pedestrianism at Redditch – 1865 52 

The Races last week 53 

Redditch Races will take place on Whit Monday and Tuesday, May 21st and 22nd – 1866 

 53 

Sporting Intelligence – Redditch Races - 1866 54 

Redditch Races will take place, as usual, on Whit Monday and Tuesday, June 10th and 11th - 

1867 55 
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Redditch Races will take place on Whit-Monday and Tuesday June 1st and 2nd - 1868 55 

Redditch Races – Programme for this day (Monday) – June 1868 55 

Redditch Races - 1869 56 

Cricket – Birmingham v Headless Cross - 1872 57 

Redditch Races – after a lapse of about eight years, racing was revived on the old course a 

Ipsley - 1877 58 

Town Topics – Football – too much rough play - 1878 59 

Football – list of a day’s casualties at Redditch - 1878 59 

Annual Athletic Sports – These annual and popular sports took place on the Cricket Ground - 

1878 60 

Redditch Races on Whit Monday and Tuesday – licenses to sell intoxicating liquors on the 

Course - 1878 60 

Redditch Meeting – 1878 61 

Redditch Meeting – 1878 continued 62 

Quoits – Excelsior (Redditch) v Apollo (Sparkbrook) - 1878 62 

Redditch and District Bicycle Club - 1878 63 

Redditch Windsor Cricket Club - 1880 63 

Grand Cricket Match – All England v Twenty Two of Redditch and District - 1880 64 

Redditch – Handicap - 1881 64 

Opening of the New Bathing Place - 1882 65 

Opening of the New Swimming Baths - 1882 65 

The Swimming Bath - 1882 66 

Bath Committee –Some conversation took place respecting the flooring round the bath - 

1882 66 

The Local Board – The Baths – Mr Guise called attention to the fact that during the winter a 

portion of the bottom of the swimming bath had, owing to the frost, blown up - 1883 67 

The Baths - 1883 67 
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Quoites – Hookley v Redditch - 1883 68 

Race – On Saturday afternoon, a race between a horse belonging to Mr H. Brown (Burcot), 

and Dr Lees, Redditch, was run on the Redditch Race Course - 1884 68 

Cricket, Redditch - Windsor v Studley 69 

Redditch Race Company Limited - 1885 70 

Racing at Redditch to be revived - 1885 71 

The annual sports of the Redditch Swimming Club took place at the Public Baths - 1885 71 

Redditch Steeplechases - 1885 71 

Redditch Steeplechases and Hurdle Races - 1885 72 

Redditch Steeplechases and Hurdle Races - 1885 continued 73 

Redditch Steeplechases and Hurdle Races - 1886 74 

Redditch Steeplechases and Hurdle Races – 1886 continued 75 

Football – desirability of forming a town football club - 1886 75 

Redditch Steeplechases - 1886 76 

Midland Railway – Redditch Steeplechases - 1886 77 

Worcestershire Hunt Steeplechases - 1887 78 

Worcestershire Hunt Steeplechases – 1887 continued 79 

Stakes not paid under Rule 64 - 1887 80 

Stakes now paid - 1887 80 

Football - Redditch Town v Worcester St. Peter’s (Sabrina) - 1889 80 

Athletic Sports at Redditch – Amateur athletic and cycling sports were held at Redditch, in 

connection with the Town Football Club - 1890 81 

Midland Counties Cross County Championship, Redditch - 1891 82 

Curious Presentation to Dr. W. G. Grace - 1891 82 

Athletic Sports at Redditch - 1891 83 

Athletic Sports at Redditch – 1891 continued 84 



8 

 

Athletic Sports at Redditch – 1891 continued 85 

Cycling Sports at Redditch - 1892 86 

Cyclists’ Demonstration at Redditch – The third annual lantern parade, promoted by the 

Redditch and District Cycling Club, in aid of the Redditch Nursing Fund, took place – 1892 

 88 

The National Cross-Country Championship – This annual event will be decided over a course, 

distance 10 miles and 300 yards, in the vicinity of Redditch - 1893 89 

Lantern Parade – The fourth annual lantern parade promoted by the Town Cycling Club - 

1893 89 

Skating – James Smart, the British professional champion skater, was yesterday beaten at 

Littleport by Henrick Lindahl, a Norwegian, living at Redditch - 1894 90 

Cycling Club Annual Dinner - 1894 90 

Athletic Club at the Oddfellows’ Hall - 1894 90 

Redditch Horse Show - 1894 91 

Redditch Horse Show - 1894 continued 92 

The National Skating Association - 1895 93 

Skaters – H. Lindahl of Redditch - 1895 94 

Skating Competitions – Lindahl of Redditch, won - 1895 94 

Skating H, Lindahl of Redditch - 1895 95 

Skating – Mile and a half race – H. Lindahl of Redditch won - 1895 95 

Redditch Lawn Tennis Tournament - 1895 96 

Lawn Tennis Tournament at Redditch - 1895 96 

English Football Association - 1895 97 

Redditch and District Cricket League - 1899 98 

The annual athletic sports – 1899 98 

The Closing season will be the last of the Washford Mills Cricket Club - 1899 99 

Redditch and District Football League - 1899 99 



9 

 

Football – Leamington Town v Redditch Excelsior - 1900 100 

The Annual dinner and distribution of prizes in connection with the Redditch Angling Club - 

1900 101 

Accident to Buckley of Aston Villa - 1910 102 

Frank Buckley, centre half Derby County - 1912 102 

Midland Flying Competition – 1913 102 

Midland Flying Race – The race between the well-known aviators, Mr B. C. Hucks and Mr 

Gustav Hamel, over an eighty mile course around Birmingham - 1913 103 

The Midland Air Race – 1913 104 

Golf – Duncan again beats Open Champion – J. H. Taylor, Mid-Surrey, the open champion 

and George Duncan, Hangerhill, took part in matches at the opening of the Redditch Course 

yesterday - 1913 105 

New Golf Course at Redditch – 1913 106 

Redditch Road and Path Club, amateur athletic sports - 1914 107 

Redditch Cricket and the War - 1915 108 

A.Partridge a 19 year old outside right from Redditch has signed on for Newcastle United - 

1921 109 

Golf – The Midland Professional Championship – A. E. Holton of Redditch - 1923 109 

A Worcestershire Find – Rogers, the young Redditch bowler, in securing eight Yorkshire 

wickets in one innings - 1925 110 

County Hockey – Worcestershire Ladies Beaten - 1926 110 

A player who has contributed considerably to Sheffield United’s recent revival is Albert 

Edward Partridge - 1928 111 

Partridge, Albert Edward, (Right Back) - 1929 111 

Aviation Display at Redditch – An air display by a fleet of aeroplanes, arranged by Sir Alan 

Cobham, was given at Redditch - 1933 112 

Inside Forward Weakness - 1934 113 

Inside Forward Weakness – 1934 continued 114 
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Inside Forward Weakness – 1934 continued 115 

Inside Forward Weakness – 1934 continued 116 

Water Polo – Gloucestershire beat Worcestershire by 4-2 in a county water polo match at 

Redditch - 1935 117 

Football – Birmingham Combination - 1937 118 

Water Polo – Redditch v Smethwick (Friendly) - 1937 119 

Amateur Swimming Good Times - 1938 120 

Contests for Midland Titles To-Night – At the Drill Hall, Redditch, the second series of the 

Midland Amateur Boxing Championships - 1939 121 

Redditch and District Air Rifle League - 1939 122 

County Swimming Event at Evesham - 1939 123 

The Gloucester Exiles visited Redditch and failed badly against the very strong bowling of the 

home team - 1939 124 

Acknowledgements 125 

 

  



11 

 

Sport in Redditch 

(Document 1940 – 2016) 
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How a soldier dived from the top diving board at the Redditch swimming baths, and received 

fatal injuries - 1940 8 

Redditch C.C. Time Trial - 1940 9 

Redditch Hospital – Sports - 1941 10 

Redditch League – Entaco v High Duty Alloys - 1942 10 

Redditch Hospital Sports - 1942 11 

Baseball again – American Army and High Duty Alloys - 1943 11 

Major Buckley “not interested” in Notts offer - 1943 12 

H.D.A. Redditch Annual Sports - 1944 13 

Swimming – Two British champions gave exhibitions at gala at Redditch in aid of St 

Dunstan’s - 1944 13 

One-days sports meeting – A record sum of £550 was raised for the Smallwood Hospital - 

1944 14 

Redditch League – A. E. Terry Memorial Cup - 1945 14 

Redditch Rugby Football Club - 1945 15 

Sports Club Re-Formed - 1957 15 

Swimming Baths Open Again after £57,000 ‘Face-Lift’ - 1966 16 

Swimming Baths Open Again after £57,000 ‘Face-Lift’ – 1966 continued 17 

Lodge Park Residents Association – Annual Sports and Gala Day - 1968 18 

Be a Sport - 1974 19 

Redditch District Council – Swimming Pool, Hewell Road - 1976 20 



12 

 

Redditch District Council – The Leys Swimming Pool is now open to the general public after 

contractors repair work - 1977 21 

Borough of Redditch – Amenities – 1982/3 24 

Holiday Sports are fun for all - 1983 25 

Hockey round up – Stylish display to start season - 1983 26 

An Olympic medal is all that is missing from Jamie Salter’s collection - 2000 27 

Skatepark set to see top skills - 2006 28 

Medals haul at open - 2006 29 

Gala joy for town – Redditch Swimming Club held their Diddy Gala at Droitwich - 2006 30 

Framework in place as £5.8m Abbey Stadium starts taking shape - 2011 31 

Top BMX riders in town - 2011 32 

Last chance for pool – Redditch’s historic swimming pool is set to close to make way for the 

£6.5 million Abbey Stadium - 2012 33 

Closure is an excuse to dive into history - 2012 34 

Closure is an excuse to dive into history – 2012 continued 35 

Closure is an excuse to dive into history – 2012 continued 36 

Revamped Abbey Stadium – Delight all round as £6.5m centre opens its doors - 2012 37 

Perfect platform for another top swimmer - 2012 38 

Perfect platform for another top swimmer – 2012 continued 39 

Torch Relay will not star town runners - 2012 40 

Paralympic hopeful to carry Olympic Torch - 2012 41 

Duke of Kent visits Abbey Stadium - 2012 43 

Town enjoys the wheel thing - 2012 44 

We’ll be back – says bike race boss - 2012 45 

Follow the flame - 2012 46 

Thousands in town for an historic day – Olympic Torch Relay - 2012 48 
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Thousands in town for an historic day – 2012 continued 49 

Pair star in Olympic extravaganza - 2012 50 

Crowds flock to see top riders - 2012 51 

Charlotte speeds to bronze medal - 2013 52 

Triumphant Lines wins two bronze medals - 2013 52 

One hundred reasons for a big celebration – A Borough gold club is celebrating a hole in 100 

with a year of celebrations - 2013 53 

All geared up for the big race - 2013 54 

Full up Abbey Stadium is hailed success - 2013 55 

Gilmartin gets Olympic call – Redditch speed skater Charlotte Gilmartin will live the Olympic 

dream after being chosen as part of Great Britain’s short track team - 2013 56 

Redditch speed skater among those aiming to hit form - 2014 57 

European relay silver for Great Britain stars - 2014 58 

Thousands of pounds were raised for injured soldiers by Golf Club - 2014 59 

Charlotte content with Olympic progress - 2014 60 

Elite Cycle Tour - 2014 61 

Trust move set to secure future of Abbey – Control of the Abbey Stadium could be handed 

over to a leisure trust in a bid to ensure its long term future - 2014 63 

In 200 years’ time bowls will remain – Hewell bowling club rounded off their centenary 

celebrations by burying a time capsule - 2014 64 

Fifth break-in at Valley Stadium - 2014 64 

Sports project up for an award – A project aimed at getting more disabled people into sport 

has been nominated for a regional award - 2014 65 

Tour of Britain returns but may be for the last time – 2014 66 

World cricket stars to face Redditch Entaco - 2015 67 

Sporting stars pick up their awards - 2015 68 

Appeal is made to help fund exciting skate park extension - 2015 69 
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Gymnastics fans have a new club - 2015 70 

Rent rise is the latest problem in ground saga – Fresh doubt has been cast over the future of 

Redditch United after a rent row with Redditch Borough Council - 2015 71 

Special Olympics, Redditch - 2015 72 

Bowls club in battle to keep rolling on - 2015 73 

Champions ready to ride in Redditch - 2015 74 

Rugby players take up wheels for Acorns cash - 2015 75 

Beth’s home in Redditch for Tour Series - 2015 76 

Laura Trott, Dani King and Joanna Rowsell to race in Redditch on Tuesday – May 2015 77 

Standard Team warm up Redditch Tour Series Track - 2015 78 

Queen Laura Trott Rules in Redditch - 2015 79 

Chamption Trott full of praise for Redditch road race - 2015 80 

Drive to keep the Pearl Izumi Tour Series in Redditch - 2015 81 

Robinson blasts his way to Midlands title - 2015 82 

Holly steps up to coach Redditch’s men’s team - 2015 83 

Golfing team a fairway to cancer cash target - 2015 84 

Redditch swimmer Cashmore aims for games success - 2015 85 

Redditch Athletes among the Medals - 2015 86 

Special Olympics squad in pleas for volunteers - 2015 87 

Ace Alex is on the road to Wimbledon - 2015 88 

Tour De France update from Redditch Competitor - 2015 89 

Helen battles though to complete triatholon - 2015 91 

Izzy hits the world BMX stage - 2015 92 

Beth Crumpton goes on a charge to seal victory and series title - 2015 93 

Post Tour party raises more cash - 2015 95 

Team GB star signs up for Redditch Rory the Robot ride - 2015 97 
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‘Chanel’swim for children’s hospital - 2015 98 

Arrow Valley Park Colour Run makes a splash for sight concern - 2015 99 

Greenlands boxer hits the global stage - 2015 100 

Cycling Beth Crumpton star picked out by Dame Sarah Storey’s Podium Ambition scholarship 

programme - 2015 101 

Impressive Beth Crumpton seals first elite victory in National Trophy - 2015 103 

Beth Crumpton gearing up for title tilt - 2015 104 

Nigel Mansell gets into the swing of new development at Redditch Golf Club - 2015 105 

Wythal Olympian may have missed out on medal due to Games drug cheats - 2015 106 

Strong start to 2016 for racer Charlotte Gilmartin 108 

Charlotte is buoyant as Sochi Euros loom large - 2016 109 

Success on home ice delights Gilmartin - 2016 111 

In Olympic year firms have chance to back Redditch’s world class bike race - 2016 112 

Football ace Percy passes away - 2016 113 

Gilmartin and Mohawks team-mates seeking European success - 2016 114 

Moss hoping to follow in mother’s footsteps as she sets sights on 2020 Games - 2016 116 

Redditch schoolboy wins his title fight - 2016 118 

Crumpton fired up by awesom World Championships despite disappointment - 2016 119 

Osborne staying with Redditch for now but talks are still ongoing - 2016 121 

Robinson plays a waiting game in bid for title shot - 2016 122 

Redditch MP hands out awards at Special Olympics Redditch’s annual awards celebration - 

2016 123 

Siena aiming to scale the heights at Championships - 2016 124 

Redditch swimmers bring home gold - 2016 126 

Claire Cashmore bags a hat-trick of medals at BUCS Nationals - 2016 127 

Redditch sailor Nick Joyce sets sights on ultimate challenge - 2016 129 
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Pearl Izumi to return to Redditch - 2016 130 

Redditch United launch new football academy - 2016 132 

Racer Dawes make a strong start to season - 2016 133 

Solid display for Gilmartin at World Championships - 2016 134 

Crumpton sets sights on title defence - 2016 136 
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Finocchiario seeing his hard work pay off - 2016 139 

Dawes set the pace at Donnington - 2016 140 

Tardebigge ground celebrates Ladies’ Shooting Day - 2016 141 

Racing stars get in gear for Redditch’s Pearl Izumi race - 2016 142 

Claire Cashmore confirmed for Rio Games after squad revealed - 2016 144 
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Redditch Tour Series 2016:  Thousands of spectators fill town centre - 2016 146 

Redditch United reveal Dave Lawrence as new general manager - 2016 147 

Robinson suffers tough loss - 2016 148 

Olympic Jack’s dad is ‘just a bit chuffed’ - 2016 149 
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Redditch swimmer Claire Cashmore takes silver - 2016 155 
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