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This Document........

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events
happened. We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been
organised into about 200 categories. Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips
for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the
contents of that document.

This document represents the index for the “Military” documents which gives an overall view
of the military in Redditch through the years 1849 — 2016.

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just
reading about Redditch history, an opportunity to see what topics have been included in the
detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line.

The detailed documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events
organised by the Redditch Local History Society.
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Military (including Volunteers and the Forces) in Redditch

(Document 1849 — 1896)
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Review — A review of the Tardebigg squadron of the Queen’s Own Worcestershire Yeomanry
- 1849 6

Worcestershire Yeomanry Cavalry - 1849 6

The Yeomanry — The C and D troops — The Tardebigg squadron of the Worcestershire
Yeomanry, were invited by Captain W. C. Hemming to dine at the Plymouth Arms Inn. - 1855
7

The Rifle Movement - 1859 8

The Local Rifle Corps. — Redditch — 17th Worcestershire — Capt. R. S. Bartleet; Lieut. Wm.
Boulton; Ensign Victor Milward. — Effective strength - 77. - 1860 8

The Baroness Windsor has given a shooting ground to the Redditch Rifle Corps — 1862 8
The New Rifle Range - 1862 9
Rifles — On Tuesday last our corps assembled at the Armoury for full-dress parade. — 1863
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Second Battalion of Worcestershire — The members representing the different corps of the
2nd battalion met at the Redditch range to compete for the honour of representing the
battalion at Wimbledon. - 1863 10

Rifle Corps — The 17th Company met at the Armoury. - 1863 11

Rifle Movement — Rifle Competition — A contest took place on the range of the Redditch Rifle
Corps, the prize being a long Enfield rifle with appendages. - 1863 11

Rifles - The match between the 17th and 18th Companies took place on Tuesday, the prize
being a silver tankard. - 1863 12



Orders having been issued by the Captain of the Redditch Company for full dress parade. -
1863 13

Retirement of Capt. Bartleet - 1863 13

A Rifle Shooting Match between eight men of the Redditch and an equal number of the
Droitwich, corps. - 1864 14

The Redditch and Bromsgrove Rifle Corps assembled at Barnt Green Station. - 1865 14

Rifle Company proceeded to the Railway Station, headed by its excellent band, and met

Captain Milward, on his arrival from Wimbledon. - 1865 15
To the Editor of the Daily Post - 1865 15
A Model Rifle Corps - 1866 16
Rifle Volunteer Prize Shooting - 1866 17
Poem The Redditch Rifle Volunteer to His Old Uniform - 1867 18
Poem - The Redditch Rifle Volunteer to His Old Uniform - 1867 continued 19
Poem - The Redditch Rifle Volunteer to His Old Uniform - 1867 continued 20
Poem - The Redditch Rifle Volunteer to His Old Uniform - 1867 continued 21

The Rifle Volunteers — The annual meeting of the Redditch Company was held a few days
ago. — 1870 21

Worcestershire volunteers — The following officers have received certificates of proficiency in
their duties after examination by Boards of Examiners and at the Schools of Instruction:
namely, Captain Braddon, 17th Worcestershire, Redditch and Lieutenant Kent, of the 19th

Worcestershire. - 1871 22
Rifle Volunteers In the returns made up to the end of last year - 1871 22
Rifle Volunteers Annual Prize Shooting - 1872 22
Rifle Corps — Adjutant Lewes inspected the Redditch Rifle Volunteers - 1876 23
Rifle Corps Inspection - 1877 23

Rifle Volunteers — The annual town prizes were competed for at the rifle range. - 1877 24

Rifle Contest — On Easter Monday, a friendly contest took place on the Redditch range, Red
Lane. - 1878 24



19th Worcester Volunteers — The corps was inspected in the field adjoining Messrs.

Milward'’s factory, by Colonel Hunter. - 1878 25
19th Worcester Volunteers — 1878 continued 26
Rifle Shooting Competition — 1879 26
Rifle Corps Band Ball — The annual affair came off at the Drill Room. - 1880 27
Rifle Match - 1880 28
The Rifle Band — New regulations company bands were no longer permitted - 1880 29
The Rifle Corps — On Tuesday evening a full-dress parade took place. - 1880 29

Captain Vctor Milward has been appointed Major of the 2nd Worcestershire Rifles. - 1881

29
The Rifle Corps — Major V. Milward invited to dinner at the Drill room. - 1881 30
Presentation to Major Milward - 1881 31

Redditch Rifle Corps — The members of this corps to the number of seventy, headed by the
town band, marched from head-quarters to the residence of Captain Avery, Headless Cross. -

1881 31
Rifle Match — The return match - 1881 32
Bromsgrove, Rifle Corps — A Grand Bazaar and Fancy Fair - 1882 34

H Company 2nd W.R.V. — Parades for the week ending Saturday, Feb. 24 at Drill Hall. - 1883

35
H Company 2nd W.R.V. — Company drill - 1883 35
H Company 2nd W.R.V. — Orders for the week ending Saturday, April 21. - 1883 35

The Rifle Corps — The members of this corps, to the number of between 70 and 80, mustered
in full dress and headed by the Town Band, marched to the parish church. - 1883 36

Second Volunteer Battalion — Encampment at Hewell Park - 1883 37

Annual Prize Shooting — The annual prize shooting of the Redditch Rifle Corps took place at
the range, Red Lane. - 1883 38

Prize Distribution — 1883 38
H Company, 2nd V.B.W.R. — Orders for the week ending Saturday, February 2. - 1884 39
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The Volunteers — The annual church parade of the Redditch Rifle Volunteers. - 1884 40

The Rifle Corps - The members of this corps, to the number of 93, marched, headed by the
Town Band, to the residence of Mr W. Avery, Headless Cross. - 1884 41

The Volunteers — After company drill on Tuesday evening, Captain H. Bartleet, on behalf of
the officers and men of the Redditch Company, presented Quartermaster-Sergeant Bennett a
beautifully illuminated and handsomely framed address. - 1885 41

The Volunteers — The annual church parade of the Redditch Company of Volunteers, when
between seventy and eighty members marched to the parish church. - 1886 42

At the distribution of prizes to the Redditch Volunteers, Colonel Milward said that it was
proposed to celebrate in June next the jubilee of her majesty by a review of the whole of the
troops in the county. - 1886 43

Volunteer Prize Distribution - 1887 44

Volunteer Prize Distribution — The annual distribution of prizes to the Volunteers took place
at the Public Hall. - 1889 45

The Redditch Company — The members of the Redditch company of the Worcestershire
Volunteers, under the command of Major Bartleet, proceeded by train from Redditch to
Studley. - 1890 46

Volunteer News — The Beauchamp Cup — The annual competition for the Countess of
Beauchamp’s challenge cup and money prizes by the members of the 2nd Volunteer
Battalion, Worcester Regiment. - 1890 47

Church Parade — The annual church parade of the Redditch company. - 1892 48

Volunteers at Beoley Hall — The Redditch company of volunteers, at the invitation of Mrs W.
H. Ingram, paid their second annual visit to Beoley Hall. - 1893 49

Rifle Volunteers- Prizes gained by members distributed at the Public Hall. - 1893 50

Volunteer Parade — The Redditch Company marched from headquarters to a filed adjoining
South Mead, the residence of Mr J. F. Milward. - 1894 50

Rifle Shooting — Droitwich v Redditch - 1895 51

Volunteer Church Parade — About 80 members of the company mustered at the Drill Hall. -
1895 51

The Volunteers — Annual shooting match between past and present members - 1896 52
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Military (including Volunteers and the Forces) in Redditch taken
from the Newspapers

(Document 1900 — 1937)
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Five men from the Redditch Company of Volunteers set off for active service in South Africa -
1900 4

New Volunteer Artillery Corps., at Eadie Manufacturing Company of Redditch - 1900 5
Letter from a Redditch Man - 1900 5

The Public rejoicing at the news of the relief of Ladysmith was marred by a serious accident. -
1900 6

“Like Rice at a Wedding” - Writing from “Horseshoe Drift”, near Kimberley to his mother in
Redditch, Private G. H. Smart. - 1900 7

It is officially summoned that one Redditch man, Driver, Charles Orchard, is amongst the “U”
Battery of Artillery taken prisoners near Boemfontein. - 1900 7

From a Redditch Soldier — In a letter to his father at Redditch, Corporal Baxter, of the 2nd

Worcestershire Regiment, describes the arch to Bloemfontein. - 1900 8
How the Worcester Yeomanry Amuse Themselves - 1900 8
The War- Mafeking Relieved - 1900 9
Official Confirmation - The Relief of Mafeking - 1900 9

Celebrations in Redditch after the relief of Mafeking — During the day the bells of the Parish
Church were rung. - 1900 10

The detachment of the 3rd and 4th Battalions of the Worcestershire Regiment, which is
marching through the county, arrived at Redditch from Droitwich . - 1900 11

Memorial Service to Colonel Victor Milward to take place at St. Stephen’s Parish Church. -

1901 12
The Memorial Service at Stephen’s Church for Victor Milward - 1901 13
The Memorial Service at Stephen’s Church for Victor Milward — 1901 continued 14
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Volunteers Entertained — The Volunteers who have recently returned home from the front
were entertained at dinner at the Royal Hotel on Wednesday night, and presented with
illuminated addresses as mementoes of the town’s appreciation of their services and of their

welcome home. The meeting was a most enthusiastic one. - 1901 15
The Worcestershire Hussars have a very successful field day. - 1901 15
Horses Strangled — Discovery by Territorials at Okehampton. - 1931 16
Territorial Demonstration - 1937 17
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Military (including Volunteers and the Forces) in Redditch taken
from the Newspapers

(Document 1947 — 2016)
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Death of Mr H. Davis, Headless Cross — He served in the first World War in the 7th Battalion
the Worcestershire Regiment. - 1947 6

Death of Mr H. Davis, Headless Cross — He served in the first World War in the 7th Battalion

the Worcestershire Regiment. — 1947 continued 7
Old Soldier recognised - 1966 8
Old Soldier recognised - 1966 continued 9
The Army Game - 1974 10
Dismay as town snubs VJ Day commemorations. - 2005 11
Time to remember our fighting heroes - 2006 12
War dead honoured - 2006 13
War dead honoured - 2006continued 14
War dead honoured - 2006continued 15

Lend a hand in Afghanistan — Charitable residents are being urged to step forward and help

send shoeboxes filled with goodies to soldiers stationed in Afghanistan. - 2008 16
Services mark Remembrance - 2008 17
Services mark Remembrance — 2008 continued 18
Moving tributes but dismay at poor turnout - 2009 19
Town urged to support soldiers - 2010 20
Thousands turn out to witness our troops receive Freedom of Borough - 2010 21
Patriotic parade - 2011 22
Soldier gets royal medal honour - 2012 23



Largest turnout in decades — Remembrance - 2013 24
Town regiment set for highest honour - 2013 25

Freedom of the borough honour — 37th Signal Regiment of the Royal Corps of Signals, based
in Moons Moat. - 2014 26

Flag is raised for our armed forces — A special flag has been raised above Redditch Town Hall
in honour of Britain’s armed forces. - 2014 27

Flag is raised for our armed forces — A special flag has been raised above Redditch Town Hall

in honour of Britain’s armed forces — 2014 28
continued 28
Pupil pays respects at war graves visit - 2014 28
Town proud to welcome its heroes - 2014 29
Graves shame at our war heroes’ cemetery. - 2014 30
Candle campaign to mark war centenary - 2014 31
Town Hall flies new flag thanks to Thomas Brothers - 2014 32
Cadets up for a brew - 2014 32
Special tribute sees planting of oak tree - 2014 33
A hero remembered as conflict flag is lowered - 2014 34
Remembering heroes book goes on sale - 2014 35

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them.” - 2014 36

Hundreds join largest Remembrance turnout - 2014 37
Hundreds join largest Remembrance turnout — 2014 continued 38
Hundreds join largest Remembrance turn out 2014 continued 39
Taking a look back at end of war era - 2015 40
AN EXHIBITION will be held to mark the 70th anniversary of the Second World War. 40
Taking a look back at end of war era - 2015 41
Redditch Souvenir to feature in VE Exhibition - 2015 42
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Armed Forces Day heralds new flag in Redditch - 2015 43

Redditch remembers on armed forces day. - 2015 44
Remembering fallen hero of Ypres battle — Private Charles F. Maries - 2015 45
An act of remembrance - 2015 46
Residents to unite across Redditch to remember the fallen - 2015 47

Redditch remembers in pictures as more than 1,000 residents attend Remembrance Sunday

Service - 2015 48
Lance Corporal John A. Halford is remembered - 2015 50
A Redditch soldier’s death remembered — Francis John Steward - 2016 51
Somme service a ‘very moving experience’ - 2016 52
Remembering one of the fallen from the Somme — Albert Edward Hay - 2016 53
Exhibition uncovers surprise link with hero of Somme - 2016 54
‘Bantam’ George was already a hero — George Frederick Irish - 2016 55

Remembering two heroes from the Somme horrors — Francis Albert Kilsby and Harold
Bowen. - 2016 56

Battalion’s gas horror before death of Redditch man on Somme 100 years ago - 2016 57

Remembering Somme fallen in Redditch — Albert Andrew Ainge, William Hollington and
Albert William Street. - 2016 59

In remembrance of two soldiers killed in action, 100 years ago — Charles Frederick Newman
and George Henry Houghton. - 2016 61

Recalling service of WW1 soldier — Arthur Charles Broom - 2016 63

Tragic tale of three war heroes from Redditch — Christian Cecil Bott, Alfred Houghton and

Horace Portman -2016 64
Charles Styler died at Somme a century ago - 2016 65
Frank was taken by illness 66
Soldiers fell in the Battle for Transloy 67
Arthur died day before unit pulled from front 68
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