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This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for “Royal Visits to Redditch” documents which gives an 

overall view of Royal visits to Redditch through the years, 1831-2015  

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 

the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 

by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 24 

Royal Visits to Redditch 

(Document 1831-1939) 

 

Contents 

 

Coronation Day – At Redditch a subscription was raised to give a dinner, took place at the 

“Unicorn Inn”. - 1831 5 

At Hewell Hall, near three hundred poor persons were regaled with a plentiful dinner, tea 

and supper, at the expense of the Earl of Plymouth. - 1831 5 

The Earl of Plymouth is we learn to be honoured with a visit by the Duchess of Kent and the 

Princess Victoria, at his seat Hewell Grange, upon the return of their Royal Highnesses from 

their excursion into Wales. - 1832 5 

The Royal Progress – Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria to Hewell. - 1832 6 

The Royal Progress – Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria to Hewell. – 1832 continued 7 

The Royal Progress – Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria to Hewell. – 1832 continued 8 

The Royal Progress – Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria to Hewell. – 1832 continued 9 

The Royal Progress – Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria to Hewell. – 1832 continued 10 

The Royal Progress – Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria to Hewell. – 1832 continued 11 

Her Royal Highness, the Duchess of Kent, has been graciously pleased to appoint Mr Thomas 

Whitehouse, (of Whitehouse, Needle Manufactures of Redditch), to be Needle 

Manufacturers of Her Royal Highness, and to Her Royal Highness, the Princess Victoria. - 

1832 11 

Redditch – The Marriage of Queen Victoria to Prince Albert, Monday February 10th - 1840.

 11 

The Duc de Bourdeaux and suite, visited Redditch, on Wednesday last, for the purpose of 

inspecting the manufacture of needles and fish hooks. - 1843 12 



4 
 

Redditch – It was hoped the loyalty of the inhabitants of this place and the well-to-do would 

have induced them to make some display of their attachment to their beloved Queen. – The 

marriage of Princess Victoria, Princess Royal, daughter of Queen Victoria. - 1858 12 

The arrangements for the celebration of the day of the Royal marriage in this town. – The 

marriage of Prince Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, who became King Edward VII to Princess 

Alexandra of Denmark. - 1863 13 

The Royal Marriage 14 

The Late Festivities - 1863 15 

The Scientific American – A curious needle is in the possession of Queen Victoria.  It was 

made at the celebrated needle manufactory at Redditch. - 1870 15 

Assassination attempt on Queen Victoria – The Redditch Local Board, at their meeting on 

Monday adopted a resolution expressing gratitude at her Majesty’s escape from injury. – 

March 1882 16 

The Queen’s Jubilee – A meeting of the inhabitants of Redditch to consider the question of a 

local celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee. - 1887 17 

The Shah at Bromsgrove and Hewll – The Shah’s Departure from Worcestershire July 1889

 18 

The Shah at Bromsgrove and Hewell – The Shah’s Departure from Worcestershire – July 1889 

continued 19 

The Shah at Bromsgrove and Hewell – The Shah’s Departure from Worcestershire – July 1889 

continued 20 

The Shah at Bromsgrove and Hewell – The Shah’s Departure from Worcestershire – July 1889 

continued 21 

The Shah at Bromsgrove and Hewell – The Shah’s Departure from Worcestershire – July 1889 

continued 22 

A Public Meeting – The inhabitants of Redditch respectfully desire to express their 

condolence and sincere sympathy with the Queen and family in their sad bereavement. – 

Prince Albert Victor, second in line to the throne after his father Edward VII died of influenza 

aged 28. 1892 23 

At the Police Court, on Wednesday morning the Chairman (Mr W. H. Yeomans) referred to 

the death of the Queen, saying they met under circumstances of great depression and 

sorrow. – January 1901 23 



5 
 

At the churches here on Sunday special reference was made to the late Queen.  A memorial 

service was held at the parish church and the Rev. Canon Newton alluded to the sad event.  

Memorial services were also held at Bates Hill, Wesleyan Chapel, the United Methodist Free 

Church, and also at the Wesleyan Chapel, Headless Cross. – February 1901 23 

Three memorial services were held in the town and were largely attended. - 1901 24 

When Prince George arrived today at Crabbs Cross, to inspect a small holdings and 

allotments scheme for the unemployed he had a pleasant surprise. - 1934 25 

The programme of events for the Silver Jubilee of King George V - 1935 26 

The Silver Jubilee Celebration of King George V, the grandfather of Queen Elizabeth II. – May 

1935 27 

Acknowledgements 28 
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Royal Visits to Redditch 

(Document 1940 - 2015) 

 

Contents 

The Duke of Kent was accorded a hearty reception when he visited Redditch - 1941 4 

The Duchess of Kent visited - 1941 5 

Coronation Poem - 1952 6 

Coronation Ode - 1953 7 

Coronation Ode – 1953 continued 8 

Coronation Film Ready - 1953 9 

Royal Day at Redditch – Old People who Listened in 10 

Redditch goes all gay for the Royal visit – Princess Margaret - 1962 11 

We didn’t see princess - 1962 12 

The Visit of Her Majest the Queen –  Tuesday July 5th1983 14 

Alfred’s big day - 1983 16 

Sun shines on Majestic town centre walk - 1983 17 

Great high-tech tour - 1983 18 

The Dorothy Terry Red Cross House – Twenty five years ago, after months of hard work and 

pressure by a band of enthusiastic volunteers, the home was opened in a grand ceremony by 

the Princess Royal. 19 

Royal date for the mayor – Princess Royal - 1988 20 

Right royal day at new centre - 1988 21 

Prince of happiness – Workers cheered as the Duke of Edinburgh made a lightning visit to a 

Redditch factory. - 1988 22 

Princess in Redditch to officially open town’s New college – Princess Royal - 1989 23 

Workers are gearing up for Royal visitor – HRH The Duke of Gloucester - 2003 25 

Royal visitor delights staff on tour of base – Princess Anne - 2011 26 
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Duke of Kent visits Abbey Stadium - 2012 27 

60 Glorious Years of the Queen - 2012 28 

Princess Royal in town - 2014 29 

Princess Anne praises £25m cancer centre - 2015 30 
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