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This Document........

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events
happened. We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been
organised into about 200 categories. Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips
for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the
contents of that document.

This document represents the index for “The Railway in Redditch” documents which gives
an overall view of life in Redditch through the years, 1844-2015

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just
reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in
the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line.

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised
by the Redditch Local History Society.
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Contents

The Birmingham and Gloucester Railway Company on Monday commenced the conveyance
of passengers from Redditch to Barnt Green station, a distance of about five miles. June
1844 6

Advert — To COACH and FLY PROPRIETORS, HORSE DEALERS and OTHERS — December 1844
6

Midland Railways Company — Bristol and Birmingham Railway — To survey a line of Railway
from the Birmingham and Gloucester Railway, at or near the Barnt Green Station, through
Redditch, to Alcester. — October 1845 7

Worcester, Warwick and Rugby. — We learn from good authority, that the Directors of this
Railway, in connection with the Great Eastern and Western, have determined on a most
important addition to the line, by throwing a branch from their main track through the town
of Redditch to Birmingham. — October 1845 7

Coming Events cast their Shadows before — Railway Communications — An omnibus started
on Monday last, put on by the Midland Railway Company, to meet trains at Barnt Green
station twice a day. — November 1856 8

The Rail — Whether a branch line to this increasing and important town will pay. —June 1857
9

The Railway — Now is the time for the promoters of this indispensable requisite for the
preservation, progress, and prosperity of this town and neighbourhood. — November 1857

9
The Railway — A meeting of the provisional committee was held on Tuesday evening
se’nnight to decide on taking the responsibility of accepting one single tender of the
contract, in place of throwing it open to public competition. — January 1858 10

The Redditch Railway — The whole of the deposit money has been paid, and the bill passed
the standing orders of the committee without opposition. — February 1858 10



The Railway — On Wednesday last, the standing orders of the House of Commons were
declared to have been duly completed with in respect to the construction of this Railway. —
February 1858 10

The Railway — The Bill for this undertaking has been read the first and second time, and is
now in Committee. — March 1858 10

The Redditch Railway Bill went into committee on Monday. — Mr Sergeant Wells appeared
for the promoters of the bill, and Mr Sergeant Pigott for the Worcestershire and Birmingham

Can Company, who appeared as opponents. —June 1858 11
Turning the First Sod of the Redditch Railway — August 1858 12
Turning the First Sod of the Redditch Railway — August 1858 continued 13
Turning the first sod of the Redditch Railway — August 1858 continued 14
Turning the first sod of the Redditch Railway — August 1858 continued 15
Turning the first sod of the Redditch Railway — August 1858 continued 16
Turning the first sod of the Redditch Railway — August 1858 continued 17

The first bridge from Redditch over a branch of the Arrow has been commenced, and the
works on the line are in active progress. — September 1858 18

The Railway — We understand that there is a prospect of the line being opened on an earlier
day than originally proposed; and the 1st of August, is named for the formal opening. — May
1859 18

The Railway — Only a few weeks intervening between this and the specified time of opening —
viz., August 1st. —June 1859 18

The Railway — The opening of the new line has been postponed for a month. August 185918

Railway Debenture Loan — We are happy to learn that the whole amount required to be
borrowed has been taken up — a fact which is significant of the good opinion entertained by
Investors of the stability of the new Railway. — August 1859 19

The Railway — Rapid progress is now making in the works throughout the line, the bridges,
and culverts are complete: and the opening is expected to take place shortly. — September
1859 19

Redditch Railway — Notice is Hereby Given, that the next Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the
Shareholders of the Redditch Railway will be held at the National School room, Redditch. —
September 1859 20



The Railway — On Thursday, the Government Inspector, Capt. Douglas Galton surveyed the
line, in company with the principal directors. — September 1859 20

Opening of the Redditch Railway — September 1859 21

Opening of the Railway — This event took place on Monday 19th September and was the
cause of great excitement at Redditch and Alvechurch. — September 1859 22

Opening of the Redditch Railway — September 1859 23

The Railway — Mr Maxwell the contractor is about to construct several coal wharves
contiguous to the line, between the station and Mr. Holyoake’s Mill, on property of Baroness
Windsor which will be let out to dealers. — September 1859 23

The Railway — The traffic during the second week since the opening like its predecessor, has
been of a cheering character to the drooping spirits of the some of the shareholders. —
October 1859 24

Treat to Workmen — Nearly 100 labourers and artizans, who had been employed in the
construction of the Redditch railway were treated with a dinner at the Fox and Goose Inn. —
October 1859 24

Cheap Six Days’s Excursion to the West of England- Train will leave the New Street Station,
Birmingham at 5.0, and Redditch at 6.20am. — May 1860 25

Midland Railway — Redditch Fair, Tardebigge Horticultural Show. — August 1860 26

Midland Railway — Worcester Regatta — On Monday next, September 3rd, a special train will
leave Birmingham, Redditch, and the undermentioned stations, for Worcester. — September
1860 26

Proposed Evesham and Redditch Railway — A public meeting was held at Redditch in favour
of this new project, which is to construct a line between Evesham and Redditch. — September
1862 27

Meeting of the Redditch Railway Company — May 1863 27

Railway Timetable — Worcester to Birmingham and Birmingham to Worcester — October
1864 28

Worcester Autumn Races — A Special train will leave Birmingham, Redditch and the
undermentioned Station for Worcester. — October 1864 29

Redditch Railway Company — Notice is hereby given that the next ordinary half-yearly
meeting of the shareholders of the Redditch Railway Company. — March 1865 30



Midland Railway — Bower’s Special Train, will run to Industrial Exhibition at Bristol. October
1865 31

Redditch Railway — To the Editor of the Daily Post — October 1865 32

The Works of the Redditch and Evesham Railway have been fairly commenced at the
Redditch end of the line. — May 1866 33

Evesham and Redditch Railway — May 1866 33

The Evesham and Redditch line between Evesham and Alcester was inspected by Colonel
Yollend, and permission given to open the line for passenger traffic. — August 1866 33

Evesham and Redditch Railway — The works at the Redditch end of the line are now being
pushed forward with unceasing activity. — April 1867 34

The Railway works in and near this town are making great progress. —June 1867 34

Accident on the New Railway — A navvy employed on the new railway works met with a
serious accident. August 1867 35

The Railway — The town was taken by surprise by an official announcement that from and
after November 1st all the Sunday trains between Redditch and Barnt Green would cease
running. — November 1867 35

Fatal Railway Accident — A youth named Alfred Heath of Redditch, has met with an untimely
end on the Evesham and Redditch Railway now in course of construction. — November 1867
36

Redditch and Evesham Railway — The works of the new railway from Redditch to Evesham
have now approached almost a state of completion. — March 1868 36

The Evesham and Redditch Railway — The Redditch section of this new line of railway (and
which is now complete) was opened for traffic, the passengers from Redditch starting from

the new station at Littleworth. — May 1868 37
Midland Railway — Bower’s Special Train — May 1869 38
A Boon to Hospital Patients — January 1872 38
Midland Railway — Timetable — February 1872 39

The Redditch and Stratford Railway The Evesham, Redditch and Stratford on Avon Junction
Railway Bill, with amendments, was read a third time in the House of Lords last night, and
passed. — August 1873 40



The Birmingham Mail says that in their anxiety not to carry too much dead weight, the
Midland Railway Company are falling into the opposite mistake of not providing sufficient
accommodation for their passengers. — January 1875 40

Midland Railway Timetable — March 1878 41

Evesham, Redditch and Stratford Railway — This new line, which was commenced in Feburary
last year, is at length finished. — October 1878 42

Tewkesbury Annual Regatta - The Midland Railway Company to run excursion Trains from
Birmingham, Worcester, Gloucester, Cheltenham, Redditch, Malvern, Evesham, &c. — July

1879 43
Midland Railway Timetable — January 1881 43
The Improvement of the Railway Station — March 1882 44

Improved Railway Accommodation — Asking for the platforms to the railway station to be
covered over, and that a bridge should be erected over the line of rails. — March 1882 44

The Memorial to the Midland Railway Company —June 1882 45

The Proposed Kidderminster and Redditch Railway — Meeting was to consider the scheme for
a proposed railway to connect Stourbridge, Kidderminster, Bromsgrove, Redditch and other
places. — December 1882 46

Midland Railway — (Southern Division) — To Builders and Others - The Directors are prepared
to receive Tenders for the Erection of a Waiting Shed and Roofing over platforms at
Redditch. — June 1883 47

The Midland Railway Company — To the Editor of the Daily Post — February 1884 48

Railway Accident — Train left Redditch Station for Birmingham; the engine tender left the
rails, but fortunately was not followed by the carriages. — June 1884 48

Railway Accident Near Birmingham — A passenger train from Birmingham to Redditch was
crossing a canal bridge, when the engine left the rails. — November 1885 49

Evesham and Redditch Railway — A meeting to consider a consolidation scheme proposed by

the Midland Railway Company. — February 1886 49
Fatal Railway Accident Near Birmingham — May 1886 50
Midland Railway — Redditch Steeplechases — October 1886 51
Presentation to a Railway Official — December 1891 51



The Train Service — Letter from Mr Victor Milward asking the Board to apply to the Midland
Railway Company to provide an extra late train to and from Birmingham on Monday
evenings. — September 1893 52

Redditch and Sunday Trains — February 1894 53

Sunday Trains — The directors of the Midland Railway have given a negative reply to the

memorial in favour of a Sunday train service. — February 1894 54
Alteration of Trains — May 1894 54
Midland Railway Timetable - October 1894 55

Notice had been received under the Light Railways Act, of an application being made for
authority to construct a light railway from Redditch to Astwood Bank. — May 1898 56

The Proposed Light Railway — January 1899 57

Redditch Memorial — the Urban Council on Tuesday night, decided that a memorial should be
prepared for a signature by manufacturers and other influential people in the district asking
the Midland Railway Company to provide a double line from Redditch to Barnt Green. —
March 1900 57

Train Service — Efforts have lately been set on foot to obtain an improved railway service to
Redditch from Stratford, Evesham, and other towns. — December 1900 58

Alarming Accident at Birmingham Station — The Midland express fro Derby and the North
dashing into the Redditch passenger train standing in the station. — September 1901 59

The Railway Strike in Birmingham — At Redditch, some inconvenience has been caused to
local manufacturers, who do a considerable amount of trade with Birmingham firms. —
September 1913 60

Narrow Escape at Redditch Railway Station — October 1913 61

Redditch and Railway Facilities — Manufacturers’ Protests - Redditch suffering seriously from
inadequate railway facilities. This was made evident at a meeting of manufacturers’
representatives of the principal industries in the town which was held at the Council House,
Redditch, on Thursday, Mr G. E. Leach, presiding. — January 1914 62

Dangerous Stone-Throwing — John Baker, of Redditch, the driver of a goods train, lost the
sight of one of his eyes and the other was affected. — June 1924 62

Rail Fight Speeds Up — The campaign to save Redditch railway station from closure has
expanded this week. — July 1964 63

End of line for a signal box — August 1986 64



Station Opening — BBC presenter Kay Alexander will cut the ribbon to open a new railway
station in Redditch. — May 1993 65

It’s all aboard for a smoother ride — February 1994 66

Less than half happy at rail performance — Train passengers in Redditch are being urged to
voice their complaints about London Midland as part of efforts by a consumer group to

improve the company’s performance. — May 2014 67
No trains for two months between Barnt Green and Redditch. — July 2014 68
Extra line and station have arrived — September 2014 69
Rail Passengers stranded as high winds cut power — October 2014 70
Town rail users set to get more trains — December 2014 71
Train services out of Redditch back to normal — August 2015 72
Ticket inspectors to get cameras — December 2015 72
Acknowledgements 73



Acknowledgements

In the research and compilation of this document the author acknowledges the following
sources:

www.bromsgrovebmsgh.co.uk - Martin Stephens who digitised the Bromsgrove,
Droitwich and Redditch Messenger for Bromsgrove BMSGH web

www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk — British Library Images

www.redditchstandard.co.uk - The Redditch Standard archives

www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk - The Redditch Advertiser archives

www.ancestry.co.uk

10


http://www.bromsgrovebmsgh.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.redditchstandard.co.uk/
http://www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/

