
1 

 

 

SHOPPING  

IN 

REDDITCH 

 
Taken from the Index  

of Newspaper Documents 

(1883 – 2015) 

 

  



2 

 

This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for “Shopping in Redditch” documents which gives an 

overall view of life in Redditch through the years, 1883-2015. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 

the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 

by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 26 

Shopping in Redditch 

(Document 1883 – 2015) 

 

Contents 

 

The Drapery Trade – The autumn and winter trade in this neighbourhood has been slightly 

better – March 1883 8 

Redditch Businesses – One of the largest and most complete drapery establishments in the 

district is that of Mr James E. Ray, situated in Evesham Street, Redditch – June 1892 9 

Redditch Businesses – One of the largest and most complete drapery establishments in the 

district is that of Mr James E. Ray, situated in Evesham Street, Redditch – June 1892 

continued 10 

New Co-operative Stores – There was a large gathering of co-operators at Redditch on 

Monday afternoon – new store at the junction of Evesham Street and George Street – April 

1914 11 

As in previous years, the staff of Woolworth’s store, Redditch again volunteered to work 

unpaid overtime to allow disabled and elderly folk to do their Christmas shopping in comfort 

– December 1967 12 

View of the Centre  - 1973 13 

Kingfisher News (Berrows Advertising Supplement) February 1973 14 

Chemist retires after 20 years town trading - Mr Norman Hart – August 1977 15 

Sainsbury’s Supermarket must change shopping times – February 1980 16 

Shopping Centre work on target - September 1993 17 

Open on Sundays – Major Redditch stores have switched on to Sunday opening for Christmas 

in the wake of controversial voting by MPs – December 1993 18 

Landlords in stores row – Anxious traders claim one in five Kingfisher Centre stores have 

been threatened with the bailiffs and told to pay up or else – May 1994 19 
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Traders fear a ghost town – Shopping centres in Redditch could become mini ghost towns 

unless the council takes urgent action, shopkeepers have warned – October 1994 20 

Shopper’s delight at Centre – October 1994 21 

Seasonal Shopping – The Kingfisher Shopping Centre is giving off positive vibes despite 

recent shop closures – December 1999 22 

STILL NO ANSWER ON TESCO – Council chiefs were still in the dark over the future of Tesco’s 

Kingfisher Centre store – July 2000 23 

Tesco store to shut on Christmas Eve – August 2000 24 

February start for work on Tesco site – Work on creating a major sports superstore and a 

designer clothes store in the Kingfisher Centre – December 2000 25 

Store shut for weeks – The Tesco superstore in Coldfield Drive will be shut for at least six 

weeks – August 2001 26 

SUPERMARKET giant Tesco has applied for planning permission to rebuild parts of the 

Oakenshaw store damaged in last month's huge blaze – September 2001 26 

Tesco plans facing hitch – Plans to rebuild the damaged Tesco supermarket in Oakenshaw 

following a devastating fire - January 2002 27 

£2.9bn deal is done to buy Safeway – January 2003 27 

Tesco given nod – Plans for an extension of Tesco in Oakenshaw have had the green light 

from Redditch councillors – February 2003 28 

Shops picked for recycling – July 2004 28 

Sainsbury's gets the go-ahead to expand – January 2006 29 

Refit for Tesco – Tesco supermarket is moving to a higher level after building work to create 

a second floor started work – May 2006 30 

Ice rink plan revealed to boost town centre – October 2008 31 

A1 Business Park – April 2011 31 

Palm trees removed from Centre – April 2011 32 

New 99p store is set to enjoy a ‘royal’ opening – April 2011 33 

Tuffers spins in to sample mosaics – A cricket legend bowled over shoppers in the Kingfisher 

Centre as he paid a flying visit to Redditch – June 2011 34 
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The arrival of a third Tesco store in the town could be the final nail in the coffin for family 

owned businesses in Batchley – June 2011 35 

Town set to lose a popular store – Tony’s Handyman – July 2011 36 

Supermarket plans to extend – About 80 new jobs could be created if expansion plans 

announced by Sainsbury’s are given the green light – July 2011 37 

Kingfisher centre on market for £150m – July 2011 38 

Centre may have a buyer – September 2011 39 

Sainsbury’s bid gets green light – November 2011 40 

Kingfisher in the top 20 in the country – January 2012 41 

New store offers cashback – Tesco has celebrated the opening of its new Batchley store by 

donating £500 to a charity which works to improve the area – January 2012 42 

KFC cooks up second store bid – February 2012 43 

Town on shortlist of 12 to be involved in Portas Pilot scheme – February 2012 43 

£2m takeaway gets green light – Plans to build a second KFC outlet in the town have been 

given the green light by councillors – March 2012 44 

New owner eyes Kingfisher changes – May 2012 45 

Supermarket hope for centre owners – Attracting a supermarket back into the town centre is 

one of the targets identified by the new owners of the Kingfisher Shopping Centre – May 

2012 46 

Towns miss out on £100,000 after Portas Pilot bids rejected – June 2012 47 

Old town is the focus of new Portas cash bid – June 2012 48 

KFC are set to open another store in town – July 2012 49 

Towns miss out on Portas bids – July 2012 50 

Town centre set for traffic change – September 2012 51 

New manager for shopping centre – October 2012 52 

Coming Soon? – The Hub – December 2012 53 

Fast food firms offer jobs boost – More than 100 new jobs are to be created in Redditch by 

two fast food giants and a national pub chain – February 2013 54 
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Café bid to breathe new life into town – Café Mambo – March 2013 55 

Kingfisher plans get the go-ahead – A new food court and gym in the Kingfisher Shopping 

Centre could be up and running by Christmas – April 2013 56 

Store is a real life-saver – A Redditch supermarket has become the first to receive life-saving 

equipment from a borough group – Morrisons – March 2014 57 

Redditch MP Karen Lumley helps Myra Burton and Donna Hancox set up the new 

haberdashery Buttons & Bows – March 2014 58 

A Vintage tea party – Forge Mill – March 2014 59 

Asda plan a ‘threat’ to future of town trade – Allowing supermarket giant Asda to create a 

new store in Smallwood could devastate the town centre – May 2014 60 

Car Park 4 may be bulldozed to make way for supermarket – May 2014 61 

New Town Celebrations Festival is getting crafty – May 2014 62 

Looking good after a revamp – May 2014 63 

Sainsbury’s gets green light to expand and refurbish town store – July 2014 64 

Planning delay puts store bid in limbo – Supermarket giant Asda’s bid to come to Redditch is 

in limbo after councillors delayed a decision amid questions about the legality of a u-turn by 

planners – August 2014 64 

Fun is looming large at Kingfisher – August 2014 65 

24-hour Asda store gets green light – Plans to bring Asda to the town have finally been given 

the green light after a month long delay – September 2014 66 

Thousands of the hard music fans queued for hours to grab one of 75,000 records priced £1 – 

Reddington’s Rare Records on Britten Street – September 2014 67 

Chance to bag a shopping spree – September 2014 68 

Heroic pair cut the ribbon – A pair of Redditch heroes opened the town’s new B&M Bargains 

store – October 2014 69 

Town centre chuggers face fresh crackdown – October 2014 70 

Town welcomes a special visitor – Children naughty and nice had better watch out as Santa 

Claus comes to town – November 2014 71 

Sainsbury’s closed for a week – November 2014 72 
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Kingsize Christmas – Grotto opening, Frozen Visit, Santa Dash, Christmas Craft Fair, Hot Picks 

weekend, Community Christmas Day – November 2014 73 

Ewe’ll need to look closely – A Baa-rmy Christmas activity will see children hunting for lost 

sheep in and around the Kingfisher Shopping Centre – December 2014 74 

Burger King planning a move back to town centre – December 2014 75 

Kingfisher Centre– Characters from smash hit Disney film Frozen entertained a packed 

audience in the town centre – December 2014 75 

Talks over opening hours – Concerns about noise levels have stopped a new supermarket 

from opening 24 hours – Asda – January 2015 76 

A butcher’s shop in Redditch which has been providing customers with fresh meat for 

decades has closed its doors – Farm Fresh in Evesham Street – January 2015 77 

New shops outnumber those closing doors – April 2015 78 

After more than 20 years of trading the town’s Macmillan shop has closed its door for the 

final time – April 2015 78 

Bands in a spin over dedicated vinyl day – Vintage Trax - April 2015 79 

Bid to bring new life to Redditch market – April 2015 80 

Mayor crowns new Burger King – April 2015 82 

Ed’s easy diner rollin’ into Redditch – June 2015 83 

Viva Mexico! As El Taco Loco opens in Redditch – June 2015 84 

Sales Boom as Shoppers try to keep their cool – Sales were booming at Redditch stores as 

shoppers emptied shelves of fans, water and ice creams in a bid to cool off from the 

heatwave - July 2015 85 

Mexican eatery is Kingfisher Centre’s hot ticket – July 2015 86 

New Coffee Shop 7th Avenue roars into town – July 2015 87 

Mayor cuts the ribbon on new B&Q store – July 2015 88 

Date names for Pep & Co opening – July 2015 89 

Troopers storm Kingfisher – August 2015 90 

Age UK cuts ribbon on first town shop – August 2015 91 
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A prize fit for a hero – September 2015 92 

Asda looking to recruit 300 members of staff for new Redditch store – September 2015 93 

Prezzo adds a taste of Italy to Redditch Kingfisher – September 2015 94 

Church Green welcomes cycling shop – October 2015 95 

Redditch H&M revamped store is a shopper’s delight – October 2015 96 

Kingfisher will be spooktacular this Hallowe’en – October 2015 97 

Prezzo name the day for opening of brand new Redditch restaurant – November 2015 98 

Town’s newest store opens up – The much anticipated Asda Redditch store opened its doors 

– November 2015 99 

Savvy shoppers prepare for massive discounts as Black Friday takes over the Kingfisher – 

November 2015 100 

Redditch shoppers urged to guard against online crime this Black Friday – November 2015

 100 

Huge savings still to be had thanks to Kingfisher late night opening – November 2015 101 

Santa Claus comes to Redditch town – November 2015 102 

MP opens top notch bike shop – The Cycle Studio – December 2015 103 

Pucker up – Morrisons in Redditch giving away free mistletoe – December 2015 104 

Redditch’s Kingfisher Centre prepares for last minute Christmas shoppers – December 2015

 104 

Acknowledgements 105 

  



9 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

 

 

In the research and compilation of this document the author acknowledges the following 

sources: 

 

www.bromsgrovebmsgh.co.uk - Martin Stephens who digitised the Bromsgrove, 

Droitwich and Redditch Messenger for Bromsgrove BMSGH web  

 

www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk – British Library Images 

 

www.redditchstandard.co.uk - The Redditch Standard archives 

 

www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk - The Redditch Advertiser archives  

 

www.ancestry.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bromsgrovebmsgh.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.redditchstandard.co.uk/
http://www.redditchadvertiser.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/

