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This Document........

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events
happened. We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been
organised into about 200 categories. Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips
for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the
contents of that document.

This document represents the index for “Manufacturers of Redditch & Patents” documents
which gives an overall view of life in Redditch through the years. 1789 - 2015.

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just
reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in
the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line.

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised
by the Redditch Local History Society.



Newspaper Titles — 32

Manufacturers of Redditch & Patents

(Document Manufacturers of Redditch 1789-1939)
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Mackenzie’s Needles 13
William Bartleet 13
Patent Fish Hooks — Henry Millward - 1790 14

Notice is hereby given - That the Partnership lately subsisting between us, the undersigned,
Henry Eades the Elder and Thomas Eades, of Huntend, in the Parish of Feckenham, in the
county of Worcester, Needle Manufacturers, carrying on business under the Firm of “Eades
and Sons”, is this day dissolved by mutual consent. — 1830 14

On Tuesday last, the Hon. R.H. and Lady Harriet Clive, accompanied by Lord Clive, Lady Lucy
Clive, and Lord and Lady Brednock, visited the extensive needle manufactory of Messrs.
Hemming & Son at Redditch. - 1834 15

A Petition presented to the Needle Manufacturers against the introduction of a change in
the process of hardening needles. - 1840 15

An advert for Needles The Genuine Locomotive Needles —John James 16

Testimonial to an Employer — The work people in the employ of Mr Samuel Thomas, Needle
Manufacturer, have presented him with a handsome silver snuff box. - 1847 16

New Magistrates — Henry Milward Esq. and Charles Milward Esq., brothers of Redditch, have
both been appointed Magistrates of the County of Warwickshire by the Lord Lieutenant of
that County, the Right Hon. The Earl of Warwick. - 1848 16

State of Trade — The past week was observed as a general holiday, and presented a very
gloomy appearance compared with preceding years. — 1848 17

Worthy of Imitation — For several weeks past Mr Redding, needle manufacturer, has allowed
the use of a field adjoining his premises as a place of recreation for his work people, and for
the game of cricket. - 1849 17



Needle-Making — A number of visitors to the Great Exhibition may usually be seen round an
ingenious contrivance for making needles, the invention of Mr Morrall. - 1851 17

The Great Exhibition — On the 16th instant, the Queen, Prince Albert, and suite inspected Mr

Abel Morrall’sneedle machinery in the Crystal Palace. - 1851 18
Great Exhibition Prizes — 1851 18
Awards at the Great Exhibition 19

The Needle Trade. — A handsomely printed and ably illustrated little work has just been
issued by the well-known needle manufacturers, Messrs’ Milward and Son, of Redditch. -
1853 20

Picnic — The whole of the work people in the employ of Henry Millward, of the firm of H.
Millward and Sons, were granted a holiday to enjoy the pleasures of a gipsy party. —June
1853 21

Half Holiday System — Mr H. Milward, needle manufacturer, of this town has been the first to
introduce the Saturday half-holiday system. — July 1853 21

Sewing Machine — An ingenious patent sewing machine manufactured by Mr E. S. Bartleet,
of this town, is now in use at the establishment of Mr Harris, bedding manufacturer, Bull
Street, Birmingham. - 1853 21

Early Closing — Much to the relief and satisfaction of the needle operatives, the
manufacturers, with one or two exceptions, have shortened the hours of labour for the
forthcoming winter season by closing at seven instead of eight o’clock as formerly. — October
1853 22

and Son, of this town, for general excellence in the manufacture of gold-eyed grooveless
needles. - 1854 22

The Paris Exhibition - 1855 22

The Paris Exhibition — The staple manufactures of this town will be efficiently represented in

this grand exposition. - 1855 22
The Paris Exhibition - 1855 23
Shrimpton and Hooper’s Graduated Grooveless Needles - 1856 23
Cleopatra Needles - 1856 23
Needles were first made in London - 1856 24
Advert for the New Patent Elliptic-Eyed Needles — Turner & Co. 24
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At Redditch the needle trade was never brisker than at the present moment. Most of the
large establishments work overtime, and it is stated that with this extra employment they

are unable to keep pace with the orders received. - 1857 24
Advert for Needles, Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Tackle — Samuel Allcock - 1857 25
Advert — L. G. Banks’ Cleopatra Needles - 1857 25

Advert for William Yoxal and Sons, Eagle Works, Redditch. — Established 1790 - 1857 25
Advert for Steam Engine, Two Boilers, &c. —Apply to A. Lely - 1857 26

State of Trade - S. Alcock and Co., and British Needle Mill and Messrs John James and Sons. -
1857 26

State of Trade — We regret to hear that the commercial gloom has at length spread to this
town. - 1857 27

Banks’s Needles, Redditch — Linnaeus George Banks Cleopatra Needle Works, Redditch. -

1858 27
Sale of Needles at Redditch —John and Zacheus Shrimpton - 1858 28
Advert for William Yoxall & Son, Wholesale Fishing Tackle Manufacturers. - 1858 28

The State of Trade — According to the accounts received from reliable sources, the trade of
this town is represented as being exceedingly good. — December 1858 29

State of Trade — The accounts from here of the staple manufacture still continue good,
needle orders generally being plentiful. — February 1859 30

Mr Bartleet, of Redditch, said he had suffered very greatly as a needle manufacturer from
the piracy of his name in foreign markets. — October 1859 30

To Builders — Persons desirous of contracting for the erection of Steam Needle Mills. - John
James and Sons, Victoria Works, Redditch. — March 1860 31

Advert for Samuel Allcock and Co., Needle, Fish Hook, and Tackle Manufacturers. - 1860 31
English’s Improved Crochet Needle - 1860 32

International Exhibition — S. Thomas and Sons, of the British Needle Mills, will show how
needles are made by machinery. - 1862 32

Mr Bartlett, needle manufacturer of Redditch, produced a book showing the genuine labels
used by his firm and some counterfeit labels. — March 1862 33



Exhibition Medals — Mogg and Co., Redditch, excellence of needles and fishing tackle;
Thomas and Sons, Redditch, excellence in needles and fish hooks; Townsend and Co.,
Redditch, good quality of needles. - 1862 33

Advert for Sewing Machine Needles — Kirby, Beard andCo.’s, New Needle Mills, Redditch. -

1862 34
A.G. Baylis and Sons — Royal Needle Manufactory. - 1863 34
Trade Mark - John James and Sons, Needle Manufacturers. —June 1865 35
Public Apology — William Lewis and Alfred Heber Lewis — October 1865 35

Birthday Celebration — On the 19th instant, Mr Paoli Alcock, for many years a fishing tackle
manufacturer, of this town, attained his 90th year, and the occasion was celebrated by the
assembling of nearly all his children, who heartily enjoyed meeting once more their
venerable parent. — January 1866 36

Builders are respectfully invited to send in Tenders for the erection of a dwelling house and

factory, for Samuel Allcock and Co. — March 1866 37
Factory Act Extensions Act - 1866 38
Caution to Dealers in Crochet Needles — Zaccheus Shrimpton - 1866 39
For Sale — First class Wagonette, very clean. - A. J. Bayliss and Sons 39

New Works — Lines on Donati’s Comet — Linnaeus George Banks, 1 Hewell Terrace, Hewell

Park Road, Redditch. - 1867 39
Forgeries of Trade Mark 40
Prize Medal 41

Fraudulent Imitation of Trade Marks in Foreign Countries —John James & Sons - 1869 42

Messrs. W. Woodfield and Son, of Redditch, have been awarded a medal for needles,
exhibited at the Amsterdam International Exhibition. — October 1869 42

Forgery by a Manufacturer — An advertisement has been published offering a reward for the
apprehension of John Clarke, needle manufacturer. — April 1870 43

For Sale, a Second hand Condensing Beam Engine — Lely and Son, Engineers, Redditch. - 1870
43

Robbery by a Needle Manufacturers Warehouseman — December 1871 44



Robbery by a Needle Manufacturers Warehouseman - December 1871 continued 45

The Butterfly Needle Case — W. Avery - 1871 46
An Appeal From Redditch — Victor Milward - 1872 47
The Needle Trade - 1872 48

The Vienna Exhibition — Messrs. W. Woodfield and Sons, Easemore Works, Redditch. - 1873

49
Advert for A. Lely and Sons, Redditch - 1873 49
The Vienna Exhibition Awards - 1873 49

Advert for Abel Morrall, Sen. — His Patent Double-Eye Needles — Abel Morrall, Patent Needle

Works, Studley - 1874 50
Advert for Thomas Harper’s Burnished Egg-eyed Needles. - 1875 50
Advert for S. Allcock & Co., Redditch - 1877 51

Four Patent “Singular” Preservers — W. Martin and Sons, Queen Street, Redditch. - 1877 51

Paris Exhibition - 1878 52
Trade Marks in the Needle Trade - 1878 53
The Paris Exhibition - 1878 53

“The Singular” Metallic — Needle Preserver — Fletcher and Westwood, Patentees and Sole
Makers, Caledonian Works, Redditch. - 1878 54

Henry Milward & Sons, Extra Quality Needles — Washford Mills, Redditch. - 1879 54

Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works have received a gold medal and diploma. —
Fishery Exhibition at Wurzburg, Germany. - 1880 55

Commission or Otherwise — Geo. Townsend & Co., Hunt End, near Redditch. - 1880 55

Needle and Fish Hook Trades Association — The annual meeting of this association was held
at the Cocoa House. 1881 56

Agonic-Eyed Needles — S. Thomas, Redditch Needle Mill. - 1881 56

Trade with the United States — A statement, showing the nature and value of declared
exports to the United States. - 1882 57



A Boon for Anglers — Enamelled rust proof fish hooks, manufactured by Mr Chas. Court of
Redditch. — September 1883 58

The Viceroy of Egypt is said to have resolved to sent ten young Egyptians to Europe, one of
them Affiffi Lali. — November 1883 59

Messrs. Henry Milward & Sons, Needle Manufacturers, Redditch. - Offer three prizes — For
the best designs of needles cases. - 1886 60

Advert - Fishing Tackle — Buy direct from the manufacturer, and save 20 per cent. — Marston
Works, Redditch. - 1886 60

Industry at Redditch — Among the industrial towns of the Midlands, few have been more
creditably held their own amidst the almost revolutionary changes of the last twenty years
than the Worcestershire town of Redditch. - 1887 61

Industry at Redditch — Among the industrial towns of the Midlands, few have been more
creditably held their own amidst the almost revolutionary changes of the last twenty years
than the Worcestershire town of Redditch. — 1887 continued 62

Industry at Redditch — Among the industrial towns of the Midlands, few have been more
creditably held their own amidst the almost revolutionary changes of the last twenty years
than the Worcestershire town of Redditch. — 1887 continued 63

Industry at Redditch — Among the industrial towns of the Midlands, few have been more
creditably held their own amidst the almost revolutionary changes of the last twenty years
than the Worcestershire town of Redditch. — 1887 continued 64

Industry at Redditch — Among the industrial towns of the Midlands, few have been more
creditably held their own amidst the almost revolutionary changes of the last twenty years
than the Worcestershire town of Redditch. — 1887 continued 65

Redditch now employs 8,000 persons in the manufacture of fifty million needles a week. -
1887 66

The Needle Industry — The needle industry of Redditch has been largely revolutionised during
the last twenty years by the introduction of machinery. - 1887 66

T. Harper’s Prize Needles, with burnished gold eyes. — Phoenix Works, Redditch. - 1887 67

Fish Hook Manufacture in America — Mr Court told an Eagle reporter some interesting facts
about the manufacture of the little instrument. “I came to this country from the village of
Redditch, in Worcestershire, England.” — May 1887 68



Fish Hook Manufacture in America — Mr Court told an Eagle reporter some interesting facts
about the manufacture of the little instrument. “l came to this country from the village of
Redditch, in Worcestershire, England.” — May 1887 continued 69

Fish Hook Manufacture in America — Mr Court told an Eagle reporter some interesting facts
about the manufacture of the little instrument. “I came to this country from the village of

Redditch, in Worcestershire, England.” — May 1887 continued 70
Advert of Henry Milward & Sons — 1887 continued 72
Advert of Henry Milward & Sons — 1887 continued 73
Advert of Henry Milward & Sons — 1887 continued 74
The Manufacture of Needles — Messrs Milward - 1888 75

Messrs. W. Bartleet & Sons, have been informed by the “chairman of juries” of the
Melbourne Exhibition, that they have been award a first-class order of merit. - 1889 75

The President of the Rebublic — Messrs Henry Milward and Sons. - 1889 76

Paris Exhibition — A complete list of the awards in the British section of the Paris Exhibition
has been published. - 1889 77

Advert of Milward’s Needles — Established 158 years - 1888 78

Messrs. H. Milward & Sons, has been converted into a limited liability company, the whole of
the shares being taken up by members of the family. - 1890 78

Trades Union - 1890 79

Advert of Henry Milward & Son’s (Limited) — Calyx-Eyed Needle — Washford Mills Redditch -
1890 79

Kirby, Beard, & Co., has just been converted into a limited company. - 1890 80

Mr Victor Milward, who, it is believed, will be the Conservative candidate for Mr G. W.
Hasting’s seat, is the active member of Henry Milward and Sons, needle and fish-hook
manufacturers, of Washford Mills, Redditch. - 1892 81

Steam Mineral Waterworks, Ipsley Street, Redditch. — J. F. Baylis and Co., - 1892 82

The Nimble Needle — The art of making needles was kept a secret until about 1650, when it
was taught to the English by Christopher Greening. - 1893 83

Local Award at the World’s Fair — H. Milward and Sons (Limited) - 1893 83



The manufacture of needles is an old-established branch of industry — Messrs Henry Milward

and Sons (Limited) - 1894 84
The Latest Bicycle - 1894 85
A bamboo bicycle was first show cased on April 26th 1894 86
The Bamboo Bicycle - 1894 86
Harper’s Prize Needles — Phoenix Works, Redditch - 1895 87
Items of Interest — A Wonderful Pin - 1895 87

Messrs S. Allcock and Co., of Redditch, have just brought out a rust-proof gimp trace for
salmon and pike fishing. - 1895 88

Clip chiefly for use by cyclists — C. & A. E. Terry, 1896 88

Messrs H. Milward and Sons, the celebrated needle manufacturers of Washford Mills,
Redditch, are this year the makers of a most attractive Needle Case, suitable for Christmas
and other presents. - 1896 89

Advert of Royal Enfield Cycle - 1897 90

The needle industry of Redditch has been largely revolutionised during the last twenty years
by the introduction of machinery. - 1898 91

Men wanted in all departments - Enfield Cycle Co. Ltd. - 1899 91

The Redditch Needle Trade — The amalgamation of the firms of Henry Milward and Sons
Limited, and J. and M. Mills and Co. - 1898 92

Advert for the Royal Enfield Bicycles — “Made Like A Gun.” - 1900 93

Redditch has now practically a monopoly of the world’s orders for needles and fishing tackle.

- 1902 93
Action — Abel Morrall Ltd v T. Hessin and Company. - 1902 94
The Cycle Hands Strike - 1904 95
The Cycle Hands Strike — 1904 continued 96
Cycle Hands Strike - 1904 97
Cycle Hands Strike — 1904 continued 98
A Real Testimonial - 1905 99
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Cycle Agents who are desirous of taking up a good line of motor-cars would be well advised

to put themselves in communication with the Enfield Cycle Co. - 1905 100
The Two-Speed Gear for Bicycles - 1905 101
The Boom in the Cycle Trade - 1905 101

A Big Cycle Outing — Favoured with glorious weather, the first invitation staff outing of the
Eadie Manufacturing and Enfield Cycle Companies held recently was a brilliant success. -

1905 102
Enfield Co. — The ninth annual meeting of the shareholders. - 1905 103
Extensive Ventilating Plant — May 1906 103

Cycle Amalgamation — Birmingham Small Arms Co., and the Eadie Manufacturing Co. - 1907

104
Royal Enfield - 1910 104
Advert from H. Milward & Sons, Ltd. - 1913 105

Herbert Terry and Sons — This company has been registered with a capital of £60,000 in £10
shares, to take over the business of spring manufacturers and dealers in metallic and other
novelties carried on at Novelty Works, Redditch. - 1913 106

3,000 Rifles a Week — There is at least one large manufactory which will considerably benefit
as the result of the war, and that is the B.S.A. - 1914 107

The Birmingham Small Arms Company Ltd. - 1914 108

The Torpedoing of the Lusitania - Headless Cross Gentleman Missing — Mr J. H. Harper, of
Green Leys, Feckenham Road, Headless Cross. - 1915 109

New Company — Redditch Hosiery Needles - 1917 110

Interesting Ceremony — On Friday in last week some 150 employees of the B.S.A. Works were
the recipients of an address and medal each for long service in the employ of the Company. -

1919 110
Redditch Railway Facilities — B.S.A. Works to Remove from Redditch - 1919 111
Advert of Clarkes, Spring Experts — Park Road, Redditch - 1920 112
Importing Redditch Goods - 1924 113
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A Generous Gift to Redditch — Ten acres for recreation purposes — Redditch Urban Council
accepted an offer by Messrs. Herbert Terry and Sons, Redditch — in memory of the founder of

that firm, Mr Herbert Terry. - 1927 114
Injunction Against Former Employee Dissolved - 1927 115
The Illlingworth Reel — The Light Casting Reel Co., Ltd., Redditch - 1927 116
You can always rely on Allcocks Fishing Tackle - 1927 116
George Buggins & Co., Vulcan Works, Redditch. - 1927 117
Sewing the World - 1928 118
Albert Smith & Co. Ltd., Dominion Works, Reddtch - 1930 119

Where Do Needles Go? — Redditch, where needle making is an hereditary occupation, is
going to celebrate the bicentenary of the establishment of this craft in the town. - 1930 119

Always use the World famous “Hercules” Casts — S. Allcock & Co. Ltd - 1930 120
Hexacane — Milwards - 1930 121
Ask your dealer to show you “Aerialite” Reels — S. Allcock & Co. Ltd - 1931 122

Ask your dealer to show you The “Aerialite” Swimming Reel — S. Allcock & Company Ltd -

1931 122
1st Class to Everywhere — Royal Enfield Bicycles - 1933 123
Fishing Tackle — Direct Fishing Tackle Co., Bates Hill, Redditch. - 1934 124

Equipment for the Angler — Full particulars in new catalogue, J. L. Kennedy, British Mills,

Redditch. - 1934 124
“True-Form” Flies — S. Allcock and Co. Ltd - 1934 125
Try Thread Line Fishing with an Allcock-Stanley Reel - 1935 126
A Revolution in Fly Dressing — Milward'’s - 1935 127
Allcocks Angler’s Guide - 1937 128
It Take the Best to look the Best — Royal Enfield - 1937 129
H. Milward & Sons - 1937 130
Allcocks Angler’s Guide & Catalogue - 1938 131
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B.S.A. Report - 1938
Redditch Textiles (1939) - 1939
Batteries, Ltd - 1939

Poole Garages Redditch Ltd - 1939

In Full Production — The Birmingham Small Arms Company - 1939
Air Minister on Britain’s Strength — “We can go forward in calm confidence” - 1939

Employment will be found for about 200 people - 1939
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Manufacturers of Redditch & Patents

(Document Manufacturers of Redditch 1940 — 2015)
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T. Hessin and Co. (Needles and Fish Hooks), Ltd., has been registered with a capital of
£5,000. - 1940 5

Edgar Sealey and Sons, Ltd. - 1940 5

Hewell Spring Company, Ltd. — Capital £1,000, Manufacturers of springs, metal workers, &c.
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Working for War — Planning for Peace - Royal Enfield - 1943 6
“Made like a Gun” — Royal Enfield - 1945 7
Royal Enfield Bicycles — “Made like a Gun” - 1945 8
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Needles — Forty million needles a week is the output of 12 Redditch factories, employing
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Situations Vacant — The manufacturers of “Hymatic” Compressed Air Equipment - 1948 13
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Home of the Fishing Tackle Industry — Young craftsmen badly needed - 1949 15

Development and Design Engineers required for work on high pressure pneumatic aircraft

systems. - 1949 16
Entirely New Royal Enfield - 1950 16
Royal Enfield — Lightest Standard Bicycle - 1954 17
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Protex at the fair — Protex Fasteners Ltd., of Arrow Road, Redditch were among 139 firms
taking part in the Hanover Fair with the backing of the British Overseas Trade Board. - 1976

18
H.D.A. Jobs Axe Rocks Redditch - 1981 19
History with Eddystone Light — One of Britain’s best-known landmarks, the Eddystone
lighthouse is to go automatic — with a little help from a Redditch based firm. - 1982 20

Historic Firm in name change after 128 years — ‘Terry of Redditch Limited’ is the new name

of the 128 year old Redditch based company Herbert Terry and Sons. - 1983 21
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Industry fears a bad new year - 1999 31
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major Japanese firm chose the town for part of its supply base. - 2000 32

Boss fears for jobs as homes approved — The managing director of one of Redditch’s biggest
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Big strides for family firm - 2015 36
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