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This Document…….. 

 
We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 
happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 
organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 
for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 
contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for “The Police in Redditch” documents which gives an 
overall view of life in Redditch through the years, 1856 - 2015. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 
reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 
the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 
by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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The Police in Redditch 
(Document 1856 – 2015) 

 

Contents 

 

Parish Constables – The four constables appointed for the ensuing year are Thomas 
Wedgbury, Beoley Lane; Thomas Davis, Evesham Street; Frederick Hodges, Unicorn Hill and 
Michael Powell, Fish Hill. - 1856 5 

 

Erection of New Police Station - 1863 5 

 

The New Lock Up – The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the new lock-up and 
magisterial room, &c., took place. - 1863 6 

 

The New Lock Up and Magistrates Office – Mr G. Hemming, the contractor, will, we 
understand, have this much required public accommodation completed in six months. - 1863
 6 

 

The New Police Station – The new police station and public office was formally opened, and 
the first sessions held in it. - 1864 7 

 

Need of a Mortuary – Superintendent Jeffrey said he should like to say a few words 
respecting the want of a public mortuary in the town. - 1886 8 

 

Police Inspection – The Books and cells were satisfactorily kept. - 1889 9 

 

Police Changes – In consequence of changes recently made in local boundaries, has 
considerable widened, and a corresponding increase in the police force has become 
necessary. - 1889 9 

 

The Police and Street Hawkers – To the Editor of the Daily Post by Samuel Allcock, The 
Cedars, Redditch. - 1890 10 

 

The Police and Street Hawkers – To the Editor of the Daily Post by Samuel Allcock, The 
Cedars, Redditch. - 1890 11 

 

More Police Wanted – Police force was too small to exercise proper supervision over the 
district. - 1890 11 
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Presentation to Superintendent Cope - 1893 12 

 

Riders are being warned by the police to ring their bells 12 

 

The proposed New Police Station – To enlarge the present police buildings, which are now 
too small and inconvenient to meet the requirements. - 1895 13 

A report was received from the Buildings Sub-Committee as to the provision of a new police 
station at Redditch. - 1895 13 

 

The Opening of the new Police-station - 1899 14 

 

Policeman’s Reward 15 

 

Inspector Arey’s Appointment – To be Superintendent at Redditch - 1934 16 

 

Inspector Arey’s Appointment – To be Superintendent at Redditch - 1934 17 

 

The first policewoman for patrol duties was sworn in at Redditch. - 1944 18 

 

Westbury Man’s Promotion - 1950 19 

 

Give us extra police – plea – Desperate house-holders in Redditch threatened to take the law 
into their own hands and form a vigilante group. - 1994 21 

 

Police Station cells to close - 2013 22 

 

Prison among the worst – HMP Hewell is one of the worst prisons for suicides and murders, 
figures have revealed. - 2014 23 

 

Town’s police chief steps down - 2014 24 

 

Police staff workforce may be halved in bid to save £30million - 2014 25 

 

Police cuts spark fears - 2015 25 

 

Police get training on mental health - 2015 26 

 

New Crime Fighter means business - 2015 27 
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Police crackdown on lorry parking in Redditch - 2015 28 

 

Crime chief urges police to crack down on drugs - 2015 29 

 

Police pledge to stop Matchborough anti-social behaviour - 2015 29 

 

Plea to parents as Redditch police crack down on online grooming - 2015 30 

 

Police launch web chat opportunity to talk about hate crime in Redditch - 2015 31 

 

WITH the nights drawing in Redditch residents are encouraged to take extra care when 
securing their cars for the evening. - 2015 32 

 

Police issue warning to guard against distraction thefts - 2015 33 

Residents should be Smart when it comes to their homes and possessions - 2015 34 

 

Redditch police issue email warning - 2015 34 

 

Police take zero tolerance approach in Matchborough - 2015 34 

 

Police Drones to take to Redditch skies in the new year - 2015 35 

 

Redditch residents urged to take extra care as nights draw in - 2015 36 

 

Police appeal as heartless thieves steal precious medals in Redditch burglary - 2015 37 

 

Armed police seal off the Arrow Valley Lake area in Redditch following gun scare – 2015 

 38 

 

Police urge Redditch residents to remain vigilant as UK threat level remains severe – 2015 

 38 

 

On the third day of Christmas party season is in full swing - 2015 39 

 

Police set to push up their slice of council tax bills - 2015 39 
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Busy year for Redditch boys in blue - 2015 40 

 

Annual reports says West Mercia Police is still failing vulnerable children - 2016 42 

 

Former Redditch bobby Amanda Blakeman appointed assistant chief constable - 2016 44 

 

Hate crime increase since Brexit, say West Mercia Police - 2016 45 

 

New Police and Crime Commissioner sets up his team - 2016 46 
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