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This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for “The Weather in Redditch” documents which gives 

an overall view of life in Redditch through the years, 1849 – 2016. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 

the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 

by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 34 

The Weather in Redditch 

(Document 1849 – 1939) 

 

Contents 

Astwood Bank, in the parish of Feckenham, was on Monday night visited with an awful 

storm of thunder and lightning. – June 1849 5 

The Late Storm – June 1849 5 

A Hurricane – May 1852 5 

The River Arrow, in the neighbourhood of Redditch, was swollen greatly; the cellar of Beoley 

Mill-hill house was upwards of a foot deep in water, and the road to Redditch totally 

impassable. – December 1853 6 

The Earthquake was felt in this town and neighbourhood. October 1863 6 

Shock of an Earthquake – October 1863 7 

A long continued and very destructive gale from the south west raged on Wednesday. – 

November 1865 8 

Redditch - On Sunday evening, the storm was very severe in this place – February 1866 8 

The Storm of Wednesday raged here in a terrific manner. – September 1872 9 

The Weather – This neighbourhood was visited by one of the most terrible gales experienced 

for years, and to add to the discomfort, a fine diamond-like snow fell. – January 1881 10 

Snow Storm – A considerable quantity of snow fell. – March 1882 10 

Thunderstorm – This neighbourhood was visited by a severe thunderstorm, accompanied by 

very heavy rain, and in some instances of hail. – May 1882 11 

This neighbourhood was visited with one of the heaviest storms of rain that has been 

witnessed for years and much damage was inflicted. – November 1883 11 

The Weather – The snow which fell at the end of last week was deepest experienced here for 

some years. – January 1887 12 

A Man Struck by Lightning, - Astounding Phenomenon – August 1888 13 
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Overflow of the River Arrow – February 1889 14 

Severe Weather of the past few weeks much privation has been felt at Redditch among the 

poor of the district. – January 1893 14 

A dense fog has prevailed in the Redditch district . – January 1895 15 

A Storm which so far as recollection goes, was unprecedented in force, also in the amount of 

damage done to property. - March 1895 16 

A Storm which so far as recollection goes, was unprecedented in force, also in the amount of 

damage done to property. - March 1895 17 

Considerable damaged was sustained by farmers in the immediate vicinity of Redditch, 

owing to the river Arrow overflowing its banks. – January 1901 18 

A thunderstorm of a severity unequalled in recent years. – May 1908 19 

Damage at Redditch – During the thunderstorm a flash of lightning struck the highest point 

of the building of the Enfield Cycle Company’s works in Hewell Road. – July 1914 20 

Webheath and Foxlydiate - Haymakers’ Narrow Escape – The storm was the heaviest known 

in the Webheath and Foxlydiate district for many years. – July 1914 20 

There were various floods in the Redditch district. – January 1915 21 

Traffic Stopped – There have been serious floods in the Redditch district. – January 1915 21 

After one of the wettest winters on record, we are now complaining of drought and 

humanity and nature alike are calling out for rain. – June 1915 22 

Houses Struck at Redditch – Domestic Servant’s Wonderful Escape From Death. – July 1915

 23 

The wettest winter in 100 years – June 1915 24 

The snowstorm at Redditch was of remarkable violence and duration. – April 1916 25 

Acknowledgements 26 
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The Weather in Redditch 

(Document 2010 - 2016) 

 

Contents 

A snap shot of life in the snow – December 2010 6 

Dry weather leads to a series of fires – May 2011 7 

Dry spell is putting new orchard at risk – May 2011 8 

Storm winds and rain leave trail of destruction – May 2012 9 

Wall collapses in storm flood chaos – June 2012 10 

Schools and roads hit as floods strike – November 2012 11 

Residents are rescued as floods cause chaos – November 2012 12 

Get ready here comes the winter – January 2013 13 

Snow comes at a cost – Businesses felt the brunt of the cold weather as delays, closures and 

cancellations caused a freeze in sales. – January 2013 14 

Borough gets a battering – January 2014 15 

Smog may be to blame – April 2015 16 

Heatwave sparks warning from Ambulance Service – June 2015 17 

Severn Trent Water Supplies ‘Healthy’ for Summer – June 2015 18 

Weather warning for Torrential Rain issued – July 2015 19 

Motorists advised to take care this evening as MET office issues weather warning. – October 

2015 20 

Gritters at the ready in Worcestershire as Met Office predicts overnight snow. – November 

2015 20 

County issues weather warning as Met Office predicts downpours – November 2015 21 

Motorists urged to take care this evening as Barney sweeps across Redditch – November 

2015 21 
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Gritters at the ready in Worcestershire as Met Office predicts overnight snow – November 

2015 22 

MET office issues yellow warning for snow in Redditch – January 2016 23 

County gritting lorries geared to clear roads in Redditch as snow threatens – January 2016

 23 

Acknowledgements 24 
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