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This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for “Utilities in Redditch” documents which gives an 

overall view of life in Redditch through the years, 1832-1915. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 

the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 

by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 36 

Utilities in Redditch  

(Document 1832 – 1915) 

 

Contents 

 

The provisions of the Act ll. Geo.4th, Cap 27 entitled “an Act for the Watching and Lighting of 

Parishes in England and Wales.” - 1832 5 

We recently advertised to the intention of lighting Redditch with gas, 5 

The new Gas Works at Redditch were commenced last week, and are now progressing 

rapidly under the able direction of Mr Robinson. - 1843 5 

Lighting and Rating in Redditch - 1852 6 

Watering the Streets – An arrangement has been proposed with the contractor for the new 

church by which the well sunk for supplying water for the works will afterwards remain for 

the use of the town. - 1853 6 

The New Gas Company – May 1856 7 

The Gas Question - 1859 8 

Lighting of the Town – The darkness of the town was considerably dispelled, by the lighting 

of the lamps, as far as erected. - 1859 9 

The Town Lighting and Cheap Coals - 1859 10 

The districts of Crabbs Cross and Astwood Bank were lighted with gas on Tuesday last by Mr 

Clift the proprietor of the Redditch Gas Works, much to the satisfaction of the needle 

manufacturers of the neighbourhood. - 1862 10 

Local Board – Offer made by R. S. Bartleet, Esq., to put down an American pump, provided 

the board would guarantee three more pumps, in consequence of the scarcity of the supply 

of water in the town. - 1868 11 

The Public Lighting- 1869 12 

The Gas Question – The present proprietor of the gas works, Mr Clift, in answer to the 

promoters of the new Gas Consumers Company, agreed to sell his works, &c. - 1869 13 
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The Gas Question – The Agitation on this question, after a lengthy campaign, has at last 

ended in most satisfactory results. - 1869 14 

The Gas Question – The negotiations between the Redditch Gas Consumers’ Company 

(Limited) and Mr J. E. Clift. - 1870 15 

Winding up of the New Gas Company - 1870 15 

Lighting – An application from Mr Gorton, Webheath, for a lamp at the top of Muscatt’s 

Way, was referred to the lighting committee. - 1880 16 

Local Board – A special meeting of the Board was held to meet the exigencies of the East 

Worcestershire Water Company. - 1881 16 

Lighting Prospect Road, &c. - 1881 17 

Gas Works – In order to better light up the ornamental grounds around St Stephen’s Church, 

they will erect three ornamental lamp columns, with lanterns and burners. - 1882 18 

Sale of Gas Shares - 1895 19 

A local Government Board enquiry was held at Redditch yesterday, the District Council 

having applied for permission to borrow £8,000 to extend the electric-lighting works. – 1900

 19 

Electric Light – Matters connected with the electric lighting system formed the principal 

subject of discussion at the monthly meeting of the Urban Council. - 1901 20 

Application for Redditch Electricity Scheme – The Redditch Urban District Council to borrow a 

further sum of £18,000 for the purpose of the electricity undertaking. - 1914 21 

£7500-£5-Per Cent Preference Stock and £7500 Ordinary Stock in the Capital of the Redditch 

Gas Company. - 1915 22 

Acknowledgements 23 
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