
1 

 

 

CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

IN 

REDDITCH 

 

 
Taken from the Index  

of Newspaper Documents 

(1845 – 2015) 

 



2 

 

This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for “Clubs and Societies in Redditch” documents which 

gives an overall view of life in Redditch through the years, 1845 - 2015. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 

the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 

by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 39 

Clubs and Societies in Redditch 

(Document 1845 – 1899) 

 

Contents 

 

Odd Fellows – The anniversary of the Loyal Brunswick Lodge – August 1842 6 

The Redditch Teetotal Society 7 

Redditch Odd Fellowship M.U. – April 1846 7 

Redditch Odd Fellowship M.U. – April 1846 continued 8 

Odd Fellows – On Easter Tuesday, the annual concert and tea entertainment on behalf of the 

widows’ and orphans’ fund took place in the Red Lion Assembly-room, under the presidency 

of the Rev. G. F, Fessey. – April 1851 9 

Rechabites – The Rechabite tent (belonging to the Teetotal Society) held its anniversary on 

the 24th ult., at Mr James Duggin’s, Temperance Hotel. – March 1852 9 

Dorcas Society – January 1853 9 

Teetotal Anniversary 10 

Philharmonic Society – February 1857 11 

Odd Fellows’ Anniversary – The “Friendly Odds” celebrated their forty-sixth anniversary by 

walking to the parish church headed by the Yeomanry band. – April 1857 12 

Easter Festivites – The members of the Friendly Odds Society, in this town, celebrated their 

fifty-third anniversary, they having been established in the year 1812. – April 1865 12 

Temperance Society – The Redditch Temperance Society gave an entertainment in the Rifle 

Corps room. – October 1865 13 

Amateur Concert – Amateur Musical Society gave their first concert (at the Park Road Room) 

since the formation of the society, which was established a short time ago.  Mr Sparrow is 

the director of the society. – April 1869 13 
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Temperance Festival – The procession, as usual, formed on Church Green and accompanied 

by the president (Mr R. S. Bartleet), the Rifle Corps band, and banners, it marched through 

the principal streets of the town, and afterwards to the beautiful grounds at the Grove, 

kindly lent by Mrs A. G. Baylis. – May 1872 14 

Ratepayers’ Protection Association – February 1876 14 

Ancient order of Druids – The anniversary of the “Hope to Proper Lodge,” 1,259, was held on 

Monday, at the Plough and Harrow Inn. – July 1876 15 

Temperance Society – At the Park Road Room, this society gave an amateur dramatic 

entertainment, entitled “The Bottle.” – November 1878 15 

Needle Makers’ Association – January 1880 16 

Club Anniversary “British Female Benefit Society – May 1880 16 

Club Dinner – Headless Cross branch of the Independent Mutual Brethren Friendly Society. – 

September 1880 17 

Miscellaneous Entertainment – The members of the Good Templar’s lodge gave an 

entertainment in aid of the Jamaica relief fund. – November 1880 18 

The Holidays – The members of a friendly society dined together at the Crown Hotel and on 

the following evening a good number of members of “The Ladies Club” assembled. - April 

1881 18 

Druids’ Fete – Redditch Equalized District Druids – July 1881 19 

Club Anniversaries – Headless Cross branch of the Independent Mutual Brethren. – 

September 1881 19 

Entertainment – Redditch Chess and Debating Club was given in the Park Road Room. – 

October 1881 20 

Presentation – “Hope to Prosper” Lodge of Druids held their annual dinner at the Plough and 

Harrow Inn. – November 1881 20 

Lecture – in connection with the Redditch Chess and Debating Club was given in the Park 

Road Room by Mr W. Avery. – November 1881 21 

Lecture – In connection with the Temperance Society – March 1882 21 

British Female Benefit Society – The members of this society held their anniversary dinner at 

the Plough and Harrow Inn. – June 1882 22 
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Druids’ Anniversary –Redditch Equalized District of Druids held their anniversary dinner at 

the Plough and Harrow Inn. – July 1882 22 

The demonstration of the Blue Ribbon Army – September 1882 23 

A Tribute to Mr Murphy and the Blue Ribbon Army 23 

The anniversary of the Redditch equalized district of the Druids was held in the grounds of 

the White Hart Hotel, Headless Cross. – September 1882 25 

Church Missionary Society - The Angling Club – November 1882 26 

Blue Ribbon Movement – December 1882 27 

Lecture on the Land Laws – Meeting of the members of the Redditch and District 

Conservative Association took place at the Park Road Room. – February 1883 27 

Blue Ribbon Army – A public meeting for the young was held in the Park Road Room, and 

was well attended. – March 1883 28 

Druid’s Anniversary – The anniversary of the Redditch equalised district of the Order of 

Druids took place at the Plough and Harrow Inn. – July 1883 28 

Blue Ribbon Army – November 1883 29 

Liberal Club – January 1884 29 

The members of the “Good Samaritan” Lodge of the Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, dined 

together at the Crown Hotel. – February 1884 29 

Order of Druids –The annual meeting of the Redditch Equalised District of Druids was held at 

the Plough and Harrow Inn. – July 1885 30 

Court of the Worshipful Company of Needle Makers of London – July 1885 30 

Druids – The annual meeting of the Redditch Equalised Order of Druids was held at the Vine 

Inn. – July 1886 30 

Primrose League Demonstration – The Drill Hall was crowded when the members of the 

Windsor Habitation of the Primrose League held a concert and meeting there. – March 1889

 31 

Primrose League Demonstration – The Drill Hall was crowded when the members of the 

Windsor Habitation of the Primrose League held a concert and meeting there. – March 1889 

continued 32 

St John Ambulance Classes – March 1889 33 
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The Late Primrose League Soiree – May 1889 34 

A most successful Soirie was recently given by the Windsor Habitation in the Public Hall. – 

May 1889 35 

Primrose League – A meeting, concert, and dance in connection with the Windsor Habitation 

of the Primrose League was held in the Public Hall. – January 1891 36 

Church of England Temperance Society 37 

Union Club 37 

Cycling Club – The annual dinner of this club was held at the Fox and Goose Hotel. – 

November 1891 38 

Primrose Dance – January 1894 38 

The Tradesmen’s Association – February 1894 38 

Primrose League – The annual tea and ball in connection with the Windsor Habitation of the 

Primrose League. – May 1894 39 

Druids’ Parade – May 1894 39 

A Village Club for Webheath – September 1894 39 

Hospital Flower Show – Crabb’s Cross, Ipsley and Hunt End Hospital Society. – September 

1895 40 

Temperance – The annual festival  and demonstration. – May 1899 41 

Acknowledgements 42 
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Clubs and Societies in Redditch  

(Document 1914 – 2015) 

 

Contents 

Women and the Franchise – The Redditch Branch of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage 

Societies - 1914 5 

Voluntary Aid Work – The annual inspection of the Redditch (Women’s) Voluntary Aid 

Detachment was held at the Redditch Church Institute. – July 1914 6 

Women’s Suffrage – July 1914 7 

Temperance – The annual festival promoted by the Redditch Temperance Society and the 

various Bands of Hope took place at Redditch on Tuesday. – May 1915 7 

Eastertide 8 

Women’s Institute – The first meeting of the Tardebigge Women’s Institute took place at 

Hewell Grange on Monday. – April 1917 9 

Women’s Institute – The Countess of Plymouth presided at a meeting in support of Women 

Institutes at Redditch Palace Theatre on Sunday afternoon. – December 1917 10 

Y.M.C.A. Hut Fund – The total amount received towards the Y.M.C.A., Hut Fund for Redditch 

and District is over £2070. – December 1917 10 

Women’s Institutes – Speeches by the Countess of Plymouth & Lady Isabel Margesson – 

Speaking at Redditch on Thursday in connection with the Women’s Institute. - 1918 11 

Redditch Women’s Institute – April 1918 12 

Redditch Brotherhood – No Meeting Sunday Next – April 1918 12 

Birth of the Redditch Amateur Operatic Society thirty three years ago (1904) – June 1937 

 13 

British Legion – In connection with the No 5 (Bromsgrove and Redditch) Group of the British 

Legion a social gathering was held at the British Legion Club. – April 1939 13 

What Will You Do? – Services for which help is needed. – September 1939 14 

The Redditch Society will meet at The Kingfisher – December 1945 15 
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Headless Cross Women’s Institute – The sixteenth birthday meeting of the Headless Cross 

Women’s Institute was held in the Methodist Schoolroom. – December 1945 15 

The Redditch Branch of the British Red Cross Society – Cadet Unit – June 1957 16 

The Avon School of Ballroom Dancing – June 1957 17 

Redditch Society had a most entertaining and interesting talk by Dr J. Fremlin, British 

Association for Advancement of Science on “The Importance of being larger than a beetle. – 

October 1962 19 

Berlin talk – Redditch Ladies Gas Circle – A talk was given by Mr E. W. Newbould on his 

recent visit to Berlin. - October 1962 20 

Round the world sailor Sir Alec Rose – guest of honour, Redditch Ladies Life-boat Guild. – 

March 1974 21 

Literature Art and Science – 1982/3 22 

Clubs Mushroom after hall opens – Winyates Green Residents Hall – July 1983 22 

Raft Venture Runs into a Snag – The Redditch Rafting Club – October 1983 23 

The Redditch Chess Club - Redditch Choral Society – April 1993 23 

Golden days on the programme – 50th Anniversary of the Redditch Society. – September 

1994 24 

Display marks quilting group's 20th birthday – October 2006 25 

Town lodge celebrates 100 years – February 2014 26 

Rocklands – Regulars and visitors at the Rocklands Social Club will be raising a glass to the 

venue’s 60th anniversary. – May 2014 27 

Opening up the doors in celebration – The Redi Centre – May 2014 28 

First Webheath Brownies celebrate 100 years – August 2014 28 

Marking seventy years of study and discussion – The Redditch Society – September 2014 

 29 

Lions fun run is a great success – September 2014 30 

New sewing club proving popular – April 2015 31 

Club gets go ahead to expand – April 2015 32 
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Classic Rally cars ready to roll in Redditch Lavender run – July 2015 33 

Off to a new home – The Everywoman’s Circle – August 2015 34 

Trains to be stationed in Kingfisher – August 2015 35 

Kingfisher Redditch Ladies Circle host festive arts and crafts – November 2015 36 

Astwood Bank Carnival Committee gives a helping hand – November 2015 37 

It’s time to light the Lights of Love with the Primrose Hospice – November 2015 38 

Acknowledgements 39 
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Clubs and Societies in Redditch  

(Document Redditch Choral Society 1864 – 1899) 

 

Contents 

Concert – Members of the Redditch Choral Society 4 

Choral Society’s Concert, in the Rifle Corps room 4 

Primitive Methodist Chapel 5 

Choral Society  performed selections from ‘The Messiah’ 5 

A Soiree, under distinguished patronage 6 

Concert – Redditch Choral Society last concert of the season 7 

Choral Society gave a concert at the Park-road Room 8 

Choral Service – St Stephen’s Church 8 

Redditch Choral Society’s Concert 9 

The Choral Society – first concert of the season 10 

Choral Society on Monday and Tuesday evenings concerts 11 

The Choral Society perform Handel’s oratorio “Th Messiah” 11 

Concert – Redditch Choral Society performed in the Park-road Room 12 

Choral Society at the Central Auction Rooms 12 

The Choral Society gave their second concert of the season in the Park Road Room 13 

Public Hall – The Redditch Choral Society – “The Messiah” 14 

Choral Society 14 

Acknowledgements 15 
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Clubs and Societies in Redditch  

(Document Redditch Choral Society 1900 – 2014) 

 

Contents 

Choral Society 5 

Choral Society – The second concert of the season 5 

Redditch Choral Singers produce a Concert version of German’s “Merrie England” 6 

Redditch Advertiser Archives – Wednesday 25th April 2001 7 

Society's music of the night 7 

Redditch advertiser Archives – Wednesday 5th March 2003 7 

All fun at new hall 7 

Redditch Advertiser Archives – Wednesday 4th June 2003 7 

Redditch Choral Society performed Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle 7 

Redditch Advertiser Archives – Wednesday 14th January 2004 8 

Redditch Choral Society, December concert was a great success 8 

Redditch Advertiser Archives – Wednesday 2nd June 2004 8 

Redditch Choral Society performed Haydn’s Creation 8 

The Redditch Advertiser Archives – Wednesday 1st December 2004 9 

Society hoping for a repeat success 9 

Choral carols 9 

Redditch Choral Society sang as usual at the annual Civic Service 10 

Redditch Choral Society sang Mozart’s Requiem 10 

Redditch Choral Society performed J. S. Bach’s Christmas Oratorio 11 

Redditch Advertiser Archives – Wednesday 6th December 2006 11 

Birthday concert 11 
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Redditch Choral Society opened the 2007 season with a spring concert 12 

Redditch Advertiser Archives 12 

Redditch Choral Society 12 

Redditch Choral Society  gave a truly memorable performance of Handel’s Messiah 13 

Redditch Choral Society celebrated a wonderful evening at St Stephen’s Church 14 

Cymdeithas Cymraeg 15 

Redditch Choral Society 16 

For fans of fine music 17 

Celebrating 45 years of beautiful music in Redditch 18 

Redditch Choral Society will be performing this weekend 19 

Redditch Choral Society will be holding its annual Christmas concert 19 

Redditch Choral Society to perform in town centre church 20 

Redditch Choral Society celebrated the society’s successful spring concert 20 

Redditch Choral Society Christmas programme 21 

Redditch Choral Society performed a selection of well-known English pieces 21 

Covent Garden Opera singer joins choral society for Christmas concert 22 

Handel's dramatic, yet beautiful, Acis and Galatea 23 

Choral society reaches special milestone 24 

Choral society still flourishing after 50 years 25 

Choir to mark golden birthday – November 2014 27 

Acknowledgements 28 
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