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We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events
happened. We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been
organised into about 200 categories. Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips
for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the
contents of that document.

This document represents the index for “The Palace Theatre, Redditch” documents which
gives an overall view of life in Redditch through the years, 1913 - 2016

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just
reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in
the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line.

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised
by the Redditch Local History Society.
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The Palace Theatre, Redditch

(Document 1913 — 2016)
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The Palace Theatre in the Directory’s 11
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License for the New Theatre — August 1913 12
The Palace Theatre Redditch — “Les Cloches De Corneville” — October 1913 13
Redditch Operatic Society — 1913 13
Opera Week at Redditch — 1913 continued 16
Application for Cinema and Stage Play Permit. — November 1913 18
Picture Show 19
High Class Concert at Redditch — January 1914 20
Theatrical Licenses — 1914 21

Adjourned — An application was down for hearing for licenses to be granted to Mr H. Leslie,
for six children to play at the Palace Theatre. — 1914 21

License — Theatrical and cinematograph licenses for the Palace Theatre — 1914 22

Theatrical licenses — An application was made by Mr L. Crow, manager of the Palace

Theatre, Redditch. - 1914 22
Licenses — License for five juvenile performers — 1914 23
“The Girl in the Train” — at the Palace Theatre — Monday 9th November - 1914 23
The Revusical Revue Novelty - “Dare Devil Dorothy” - 1914 23
Miss Madge Grey’s Company — In the Potted Musical Comedy “Our Kid” 23
Redditch Amateur Operatic Society - 1914 24



“Catch Me” - Palace Theatre — December 1914 25

For Local Charities — Look out for Grand Concert 25
“The Dandy Fifth” — The revival of the military comic opera - 1914 25
“Why he divorced Her” - Palace Theatre — Twice nightly. - 1914 26
In the County Court of Warwickshire - 1915 26
Juvenile Performers 26
The Bench approved a plan of alterations at the Palace Theatre — March 1915 27

Theatre License — Mr L. Crow was granted renewal of the theatre and cinematograph license
of the Palace Theatre for twelve months. — July 1915 27

Trade Union Rally: The Cost of Living — took place at the Palace Theatre — August 1915 28

Mr C. Cosman, of Irving Street, Birmingham, was granted a license for his adopted daughter,
Beatrice Thomas, aged 13 years to perform at the Palace Theatre for a week, commencing

November 22nd. - 1915 29
A Youthful Performer 29
Child Performers 30

Licenses — Mr Richard Webb was granted licenses for three girls to perform at the Palace
Theatre, Redditch. - 1916 31

Patrons of theatres, music halls, cinemas, concerts, and most other forms of entertainment
will thenceforward be called upon to contribute to the entertainment tax imposed by the
Chancellor of the Exchequer to help to meet the cost of the war. — May 1916 32

To join the Navy — Mr L. Crow, manager of the Palace Theatre, Redditch. - 1916 33

License — Cinematograph and theatrical licenses in respect to the Palace theatre, Redditch,

were granted to Mr J. Baron, the newly appointed manager. — May 1916 34
Redditch Trade Unionists 35
Redditch County Court — 1916 36

An application by Mr Ballard, manager of the Palace Theatre, for two children to play, was
adjourned. - 1916 37



Granted — The manager of the Palace Theatre was granted permission to hold a charity

concert on behalf of the Star and Garter Fund on Sunday. — October 1916 38
Tardebigge — Entertaining the Wounded Soldiers 38
Empire Day Performance 39

Palace Theatre — On the application of Mr Barron, the manager, the license of the theatre
was renewed for one year. — May 1917 39

The Salvation Army — On Sunday Redditch received a visit from Mrs Branwell Booth, wife of
General Booth of the Salvation Army. — 1917 40

Successful Complementary Concert — December 1917 41

Women'’s Institute — The Countess of Plymouth presided at a meeting in support of Women
Institutes at Redditch Palace Theatre on Sunday afternoon. - December 1917 41

Palace Theatre — “All —of-a-Sudden Peggy” — December 1917 42

The Palace Theatre — The Great Dockstader — Large audiences have assembled at the Palace
Theatre and enjoyed a nicely varied vaudeville entertainment. — December 1917 43

The Palace Theatre — The Great Dockstader — Large audiences have assembled at the Palace
Theatre and enjoyed a nicely varied vaudeville entertainment. — December 1917 continued
44

The Attraction at The Palace Theatre— “Spades & Diamonds” - 1918 45

Palace Theatre — The manager of this theatre appeared in support of an application for a
license for six children to take part in a stage play next week. — May 1918 46

Home Hut — On Sunday night a crowded public meeting was held at the Palace theatre to
celebrate the opening of the home hut in Evesham Street. — September 1918 46

Prisoners of War — On Saturday the repatriated prisoners of war were entertained by the
Prisoners of War Relief Committee. - 1919 47

License — The cinematograph and theatrical license of the Palace Theatre, Redditch, was
renewed for 12 months, on the application of Mr J. Baron, Manager. - 1919 47

Palace Theatre License — Upon the application of Mr G. W. Hobson, the license of the Palace
Theatre, Redditch, was transferred from Mr J. J. Barron (the present manager, who is leaving
the district) to Mr Wm. Howgate, of 44 Richmond Grove, Longright, Manchester, the newly
appointed manager. - 1919 48



Palace Theatre Redditch - “Princess Ida” - Palace Theatre Redditch — by the Redditch

Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society. - 1922 48
The Palace Theatre for Sale by Auction —January 1922 49
“Tom Jones” 50
Famous CO-OP Characters — Mr & Mrs D.V. Dends — November 1933 51
Palace Theatre — Wheeler and Woolsey in “Silly Billies” - 1937 52
Broadcasting from the Palace Theatre, Redditch - 1938 53
Charming Reflections - 1938 54
Entertainments Redditch Ltd. - 1939 54

Palace Theatre — Priscilla, Lola and Rosemary Lane and Gale Page in “Four Daughters” - 1941

55
Palace Theatre — Bob Hope in “The Cat & the Canary” - 1944 56
The Entaco Dramatic Society — “Canaries Sometime Sing” - 1945 57
Entaco Dramatic Society - 1945 58
“The Cathedral” by Hugh Walpole - 1950 59
Jimmy Fenton presents — Those Stage, Radio and Screen Favourites - 1950 60
“No No Nanette” - 1950 61
“The Lisbon Story” — A musical Play full of Romance and Intrigue - 1950 61
“Laburnum Grove” — A Comedy by J. B. Priestley - 1950 61
For a season of West End Plays - 1950 62
“The Little Princess” 62
The Lilliput Theatre Company — Featuring “The Lost Princess” - 1950 63
The Royal South African Circus - 1950 63
“The Magic Cupboard” - 1951 63
“Jack and Jill” with the popular comedian from Piccadily Hayride, Norman Vaughan as
“Pickles” - 1951 63



Palace Theatre —John Bentley, Dinah Sheridan, Margaretta Scott in “Calling Paul Temple” -

1953 64
Redditch Revellers Pantomime _”The New Gingerbread Boy” - 1966 64
Wouldn’t it make a lovely dolls’ house? - 1971 66

Another Redditch Arts Council Event - Choral Scholars of Kings College Oxford — March 1974
68

Palace Theatre — Redditch One-Act Play Fesitival - 1981 69

Redditch Stage School — Elsie Siddele Downing presents — Easter Parade — April 1982 70

New Company Takes Over Palace Theatre — April 1982 71
New Director plans Palace of Variety —June 1982 72
New Management at the Palace Theatre — 1982/3 74
Palace Theatre — “Barefoot in the Park” - 1983 75
Barefoot in the Palace — July 1983 75
Palace Theatre — “A Birthday Lunch” to celebrate 70 years - 1983 76
Palace boss leaving - 1988 77

Palace evolution — Attendances at Redditch Palace Theatre went up by more than a

thousand over the last year. - 1989 79
Annie’s a record breaker — June 1989 80
Redditch Operatic Society present “Irene” — September 1993 81

Take a step back in time — Audiences can be transported back to the dance hall days by the
Pasadena Roof Orchestra. - 2000 82

Redditch Operatic Society launch into cyberspace by setting up its own website. —JJanuary
2000 83

Shows provide a good send-off for theatre — Redditch’s Palace Theatre closes for its long
awaited refurbishment. — April 2005 84

Delve into Palace’s rich history — October 2005 85

Musical of love and war — Redditch Operatic Society is sailing through its new production of
South Pacific. - 2006 86



Abundance of well —known songs superbly performed — November 2006 87

Broadway to the Palace for Jekyll - 2007 88
Society all set for spectacular show — Jekyll and Hyde — November 2007 89
Society to build on show success - 2007 90
Award for top musical — April 2008 90
National award for Jekyll and Hyde — April 2008 91
Stage set for comedy musical - 2008 92

Cast impress in unfamiliar production — The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas. — Redditch
Operatic Society, Palace Theatre. — November 2008 93

Redditch Operatic Society celebrates 50th anniversary with The Hot Mikado. — November

2009 94
An inspired success - 2009 95
Jack sows beans for panto season — December 2009 96
Redditch Operatic Society celebrates its golden anniversary. — 2010 97
Disney musical comes to Redditch for the first time - 2010 98
Favourite brought to life by a fine cast — Beauty and the Beast — November 2010 99
A great story and captivating music — “Fledermaus” - 2011 100

Palace fare prompts a call to act — Entertainment on offer at the Palace Theatre has been

branded ‘very middle of the road and very bland’. - 2011 101
Madcap legend Freddie Starr is set to thrill - 2011 102
A very English flavour to mark St George’s Day — April 2011 103
Aychbourn comedy is the next on offer - 2011 104
Palace set to host top comedy duo - 2011 105
Top trio to raise laughs at Palace — Leslie stars in murder mystery - 2011 106

Uplifting tale from the war years — An entrancing tale set in the second world war will be
brought to life by the Palace Youth Theatre. — “Goodnight Mr Tom” - 2011 107



TV show star gets panto role — The search for a replacement Snow White for this year’s

Palace Theatre panto has ended in success. - 2011 108
Making the move from soap to stage - 2011 109
Palace set to stage Guys and Dolls - 2011 109

A life on the stage — A one woman show about the life and music of Vesta Tilley. - 2011 110
Classic musical is a first for town group — “The King and I” - 2011 111

The searching goes on — A band described as only second to the Beatles as Liverpool’s finest

1960s group, will be wowing fans on the Palace Theatre. - 2012 112
Operatic society’s production a real family affair — “Summer Holiday” - 2012 113
Take a road trip you'll remember - 2012 114
Sleeping Beauty set to smash records — December 2012 115
Is it too early to think about Christmas? - 2013 115
Enjoy a day of events to celebrate the Palace Theatre’s centenary — August 2013 116
Theatre groups team up to celebrate Palace centenary — August 2013 117
Preparing to celebrate 100th anniversary — August 2013 119
“Whistle down the Wind” — November 2013 121
Billy Ocean to play Palace Theatre — February 2014 123
Hermits at the Palace - 2014 123
Laughter is guaranteed - 2014 124
Wild Card Act is next at Palace — May 2014 125

Soprano sensation celebrates her 90th — A child prodigy described as the golden voice of
radio during the 1930s and 1940s has celebrated her 90th birthday. — Millicent Phillips — May
2014 126

Getting a ticket is no joke — Comedy king Michael Mcintrye’s first performance in Redditch

sold out within four hours. - 2014 127
Celebrated comedian and presenter Don Maclean - 2014 128
What’s on at the Palace theatre — September 2014 129
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Su Pollard aiming for fun night in the ‘hood’ - 2014

Ballet role is start of beautiful career - 2014

A spectacular tribute to Roy - 2014

Historic Theatre wins award for going green - 2014

What’s on at the Palace theatre? — October 2014

First time ever for great musical — “Jesus Christ Superstar” - 2014
Greatest story ever sung — November 2014

Cinderella at the Palace Theatre — November 2014

Enjoyable for all — December 2014

Gruffalo is star of family story-telling - 2015

Whats on at the Palace Theatre — January 2015

What’s on at the Palace Theatre — January 2015

Mozart’s magic comes to Palace — January 2015

Bringing you all the Bon Jovi hits - 2015

What’s on at the Palace Theatre — January 2015

A Magical production of Gilbert and Sullivan’s “lolanthe” - 2015
Taking Steps into a very bold new role - 2015

Record deal continues journey — March 2015

What’s on at the Palace Theatre — March 2015

Evening left us feelin’ groovy — The Simon and Garfunkel Story - 2015
A very successful quartet all round — Ladykillers - 2015

Black Country talent at Palace - 2015

What’s on at the Palace Theatre — April 2015

Stage grannies producing a stir - 2015

Funnyman Andy ready to raise the roof at the Palace - 2015
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Elio in Tune for the Billy Joel Songbook - 2015

The Drifters on song to bring sweet soul to the Palace, Redditch - 2015
Milkshake! Ready to party in Redditch - 2015

All Shook up: Elvis at the Palace this Friday - 2015

Palace Performer Sheila McMahon tackles social stigma of mental health - 2015
Cumbrian Celts upstairs at the Palace - 2015

Talented teen is getting heard - 2015

Hermits on Stellar Bill of 60’s acts - 2015

Eternal meets X-Factor in Redditch panto production - 2015

Special performance from Redditch has talent winners - 2015
Production’s a junior beauty - 2015

Twist and shout to the Mersey Beatles at the Palace theatre - 2015

TV’s Nick Owen lifts the lid on life in front of the camera at the Palace - 2015

Architect to be honoured — A showcase of Redditch talent at the Palace Theatre will be

marked as a tribute to the architect who designed the building itself. - 2015
Chart-toppers The Manfreds back on stage at the Palace Theatre - 2015
Popular musical is next up at the Palace - 2015

Ole Blue Eyes and friends on the road for the Palace in Redditch - 2015

Dancing on Ice star Gareth Gates to sing the hits at Redditch Palace Theatre - 2015

Experience the sensational 60s at Redditch Palace Theatre - 2015
Get the full (Ruby) Wax treatment at Redditch’s Palace Theatre - 2015

Michael Portillor to take to the stage at Redditch Palace Theatre - 2015

Men and Suicide —Redditch playwrite pens path to sanity through stand up - 2015

Dulcimer World Congress celebrated at the Palace Theatre Redditch - 2015

Saddle up for Redditch Operatic Society’s Calamity Jane at the Palace - 2015

11

155

156

157

158

159

159

160

161

162

164

165

166

167

169

170

171

172

174

175

176

177

178

179

180



Palace the venue for Five Star Swing’s Big Band at Christmas sound - 2015 181
It’s that good — Redditch’s Palace Theatre panto rivals the best in the country - 2015 182

A counsellor by day and a stand-up comedian by night — Sheila McMahon is coming to

Redditch - 2015 183
Learn to twist again at the Palace in Redditch —January 2016 185
See the best Fury since Fury at Redditch’s Palace Theatre - 2016 186
Jim Davidson coming to Redditch - 2016 187
lllusionist brings his mind boggling show to Redditch - 2016 188
Step back in time for a night of pure 60s magic at the Palace Theatre - 2016 189
The iconic and much loved Pinocchio comes to Redditch’s Palace Theatre - 2016 190

Go back in time at the Palace Theatre with the greatest hits of the mid-century - 2016 191

Wannabe actors invited to take part in Sweeney Todd at Redditch’s Palace Theatre - 2016

192
Beauty and The Beast at Redditch’s Palace Theatre - 2016 193
Roy Chubby Brown brings notoriously outrageous live show to Redditch - 2016 194
Fancy a night of dirty dancing? - 2016 195
The very best of the Eagles comes to the Palace Theatre - 2016 196
See a new look Russell Kane at Redditch’s Palace Theatre next month - 2016 197

Celebrate Her Majexty’s 90th birthday in truly patriotic style at Redditch’s Palace — 2016

198
The Harlequins drama group to perform The Phantom of the Opera - 2016 200
Wit and word meister Gyles Brandreth to visit Redditch’s Palace Theatre - 2016 201

See Elvis, David Essex, Alvin Stardust, John Lennon, and many more come to life at Redditch’s

Palace Theatre - 2016 203
See the ‘king of rock and roll’ at Redditch’s Palace Theatre 204
Acknowledgements 205
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