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This Document…….. 

 

We have been researching the history of Redditch as reported in newspapers as events 

happened.  We have collected together over 15,000 clips of such events and these have been 

organised into about 200 categories.  Each of these documents reports the newspaper clips 

for that category in chronological sequence. At the start of each document is an index to the 

contents of that document. 

 

This document represents the index for “Districts of Redditch” documents which gives an 

overall view of life in Redditch and Districts through the years. 

 

These documents have been created to enable those interested in researching, or just 

reading about Redditch history, and opportunity to see what topics have been included in 

the detailed documents, which, for copyright reasons, cannot be put on-line. 

 

The detail documents are accessible off-line at shows, exhibitions and other events organised 

by the Redditch Local History Society. 
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Newspaper Titles – 41 

Districts of Redditch 

(Document Church Green, Redditch 1817 – 2014) 

 

Contents 

 

The Chapel erected in 1808. – November 1817 7 

Extensive Sale of Household Furniture – Fox and Goose Inn – May 1836 8 

Last Services at the Chapel – August 1853 9 

New Church at Redditch – The Bishop of Worcester has consecrated a new church, dedicated 

to St Stephen, at Redditch in the parish of Tardebigge. – August 1855 9 

The New Church 10 

Spirited Investment – The property of the late Mr Moore, Church Green East, was on Friday 

knocked down to Mr Joseph Warrin for £3,000. – April 1858 10 

For Sale – “The Fox and Goose Inn,” Redditch, Worcestershire – January 1860 11 

The Gloucester Banking Company have purchased from their agent, Mr Sarsons, three old 

tenements in Church Green East, to erect a bank building ona large scale. – October 1865

 13 

To Let, at Church Green East – Apply Mr Joseph Warrin, Redditch. – March 1877 13 

Bakers (Journeymen) – Wanted, a Second Hand – Apply to Mr B. Sarsons, Church Green. – 

March 1877 13 

Clothiers – Wanted an Improver or Junior – J. Scott and Co., Friendly House. – March 1878

 13 

The Improvement of the Church Green. – February 1880 14 

Improvement of the Church Green. – February 1880 14 

Anniversary Dinner – The members of the “Loyal Earl of Yarmouth” Lodge of Oddfellows held 

their anniversary dinner in their new hall, Fox and Goose Hotel. – March 1880 15 
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Sale on Wednesday – Household Furniture, &c. &c. - Odd Fellows’ Hall, Fox & Goose – April 

1880 16 

Church Green Improvement Scheme – June 1880 17 

Church Green Improvements – Operations were commenced on Monday morning. – July 

1880 18 

Redditch Local Board – A deputation from the Church Green Improvement Committee, 

waited on the Board on matters connected with the Church Green improvements. – October 

1880 19 

Redditch Local Board – A deputation from the Church Green Improvement Committee, 

waited on the Board on matters connected with the Church Green improvements. – October 

1880 continued 20 

Public Improvements at Redditch – A very considerable improvement has recently been 

effected in Redditch by the provision of some ornamental gardens, which in many respects 

will be of great benefit to the town. – December 1880 21 

Public Improvements at Redditch – A very considerable improvement has recently been 

effected in Redditch by the provision of some ornamental gardens, which in many respects 

will be of great benefit to the town. – December 1880 continued 22 

Some public ornamental gardens - nearly two acres in extent, which have been laid out 

around the parish church at Redditch were opened yesterday by Lord Windsor, lord of the 

manor.  The ground was given by his lordship and the work has been carried out at a cost of 

about £1,150. – December 1880 23 

The Church Green Improvements at Redditch – December 1880 24 

The Church Green Improvements at Redditch – December 1880 continued 25 

The Church Green Improvements at Redditch – December 1880 continued 26 

The Church Green Improvements - December 1880 continued 27 

The Church Green improvements – December 1880 continued 28 

Deputation from the Burial Board, with respect to the Local Board taking over the Church 

Green improvement. – December 1880 29 

The Fountain on the Church Green – The design for the fountain was nearly complete. – April 

1882 30 
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Local Board - A long discussion took place with reference to the fountain promised by Mr R. 

S. Bartleet, J. P., to be placed in the Church-green. – May 1882 30 

The Fountain on the Green – Some considerable discussion took place on this subject. – May 

1882 31 

Local Board – A letter was read from Mr Ward, head gardener at Hewell, stating that Lord 

Windsor was quite willing to give a quantity of bedding plants for embellishing the Church 

Green Enclosure. – June 1882 32 

Local Board – A letter was read from Mr. R. S. Bartleet, J.P., stating that the fountain which 

he had promised to erect on the Church Green enclosure would be erected as soon as 

completed. – July 1882 33 

Local Board – Mr Guise reported on behalf of the committee appointed to consider the 

question of altering the fountain on the green so that it might play with a less quantity of 

water. – December 1883 34 

A Surgery Destroyed by Fire – The surgery of Dr J. E. Peirce, Church Green. – April 1887 35 

Grocer and Provision Business for Disposal. – Apply 22 Church Green East, Redditch. – May 

1890 35 

Burglary – The residence of Miss Warren, Church Green, was entered by a thief and 

numerous articles stolen. – December 1891 36 

No better value anywhere than - W. Gorton’s – Church Green East – June 1892 37 

Fine Art Needle Work Repository – Miss C. Loxton, Church Green East – June 1892 38 

Properties for Sale – Instructions from the Trustees of the late Mr Edwin Smallwood and 

others to sell by auction.  Lot 1, Nos 9 and 10 Church Green East, in the respective occupation 

of Messrs John Kendrick, Chemist and James J. T. Baker, Leather dealer.  Lot 2, No 11 Church 

Green East, in the occupation of Mr William Gorton, Ironmonger, held on lease.  Lot 3, No 12 

Church Green East, in the occupation of Dr Morton. – September 1892 39 

Local Board – A special meeting of this Board, concerning tenders for repairing the inside of 

the wall of the Church Green enclosure. – July 1894 40 

Sale of 11 Church Green East – Instructions from Mr William Gorton (who is retiring from 

business) – To sell by auction, the large stock. – May 1916 40 

Drumhead Service – On Sunday afternoon a memorial service for those who have fallen in 

the war was held on Church Green. – July 1918 41 
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Presentation of a Tank at Redditch – The site selected for the tank is inside the enclosure on 

the eastern part of Church Green. – May 1919 42 

Presentation of a Tank at Redditch – The site selected for the tank is inside the enclosure on 

the eastern part of Church Green. – May 1919 continued 43 

Several protests were received from the Smallwood Hospital Committee and residents in 

Church Green against the proposed erection of a public convenience in Church Green 

enclosure. – November 1919 44 

Redditch – Urban District 45 

Redditch Benefit Building Society – Church Green West - Established 1859 and Incorporated 

1877 – January 1930 46 

Redditch Benefit Building Society – June 1937 47 

The Redditch Gas Company – Church Green West – June 1937 48 

The Redditch Gas Company 49 

Redditch Benefit Building Society – Church Green West – November 1938 50 

The 1939 New World Regulo-Controlled Gas Cooker – The Redditch Gas Company – Church 

Green West – April 1939 51 

See the New Royal Enfield and Coventry Cross 1939 Cycles – Jackson – The Enfield Depot, 21 

Church Green East. – April 1939 52 

A.R.P. Casualty Services – The first of a course of lectures in first aid will be given at Beech 

House, Church Green. – September 1939 52 

Redditch Carnival – cancelled due to the European Situation – September 1939 53 

War Savings Centre – 16 Church Green East – June 1941 53 

By Our Own Efforts – Save to build with the help of the Redditch Benefit Building Society. – 

Church Green West – December 1945 54 

Have you seen the the post-war gas-ignited Coke Grate? – The Redditch Gas Company’s 

Showrooms - Church Green West. – December 1945 55 

Poem of Church Green by Francis Mayfield – “Guardian of the town” – June 1957 56 

Our Local Newspaper has existed for a century – Webb and Sons – Church Green – 

September 1959 57 
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Direct Viewing or Screen Projection – Boyd’s Stock it – Church Green West – October 1959

 58 

Where Christmas Shopping is exciting and rewarding – The Indicator Shop – 11 Church Green 

East – December 1966 59 

Get Your Garden Growing – Webbs (Redditch) Ltd. – Church Green – May 1968 60 

John Reynolds & Co. – Auctioneers, Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents – Church Green 

House, Church Green East – August 1968 61 

Heaphys – Established 1831 – 5 Church Green West - 1999 62 

Town plans are announced - The ‘Conservation Area’ around St Stephen’s Church has been 

earmarked as the focus of a bid for Heritage Lottery Fund cash, which could meet 75 percent 

of the bill for the improvement works. – May 2005 63 

Council vows to back lottery bid – August 2005 64 

25 years ago - October 9, 1981 - 2006 65 

Fountain gets a spring spruce-up – April 2007 65 

Fountain gets a spring spruce-up – April 2007 continued 66 

Fire sweeps through town centre restaurant – November 2008 67 

Fire brought town centre to standstill – November 2008 68 

Joy to visit – November 2008 69 

Town centre set for patriotic day – April 2011 70 

Campaign to block bandstand – March 2012 71 

Drama as fire strikes again – Jade Garden Chinese restaurant – March 2012 72 

Historic bandstand set to stay put. – June 2012 73 

Bandstand revamp plans are revealed – January 2013 74 

Have your say on bandstand plans – February 2013 75 

Music set to return to the bandstand – A summer of music is in store at one of the Redditch’s 

most recognisable landmarks. – May 2013 76 

New plans to revamp the bandstand area – May 2013 77 

Bandstand work to start but no new look – January 2014 78 
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Work to improve the bandstand will begin next week. – June 2014 78 

Best bandstand event ever brings town alive – June 2014 79 

Hoping to harvest a festival of fun – September 2014 80 

Rats plague is biting into trade – September 2014 81 

Fun at the Bandstand – September 2014 82 

Rats are not our fault say traders – December 2014 83 

Heaphys – 5 Church Green West – December 2014 84 

Acknowledgements 85 
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Districts of Redditch 

(Document Crabbs Cross and District of Feckenham 1828 - 1982) 

 

Contents 

By order of the Trustee for sale of the estate and effects of John Mascall, of Alcester, Needle-

maker, all those freehold messuages, cottages, buildings, land and premises, situate in 

Crabbs Cross. - For Peremptory Sale by Auction – May 1828 11 

Partnership Dissolved by Mutual Consent – Henry Eades, Sen. and Thomas Eades – May 1830

 12 

Insolvent Debtor – William Wills, late of Crabb’s Cross, Feckenham, needle maker. – June 

1831 12 

Partnerships dissolved – Welsh – Evetts - Gazette – December 30th 1831Welsh, William and 

Ebenezer Evetts of Crabb’s Cross, Feckenham, Worcestershire, needle manufacturers 31st 

July last. – April 1832 12 

Freehold Premises, Crabb’s Cross – Now or late in the occupation of Henry Lilly and – 

Robinson. – Immediate possession may be had. – October 1837 13 

To be Sold by Auction by Mr George Agg – In the occupations of Jane Stephens, Joseph Styler 

and George Welles, as Tenants. – August 1838 14 

Mr Mason lectured here on Friday to a crowded and enthusiastic meeting. – February 1842

 14 

Assault – Charles Hill of Crabb’s Cross in the parish of  Feckenham, shoemaker, was fined 

20s. for assaulting Ann Perks, of Crabbs Cross, a single woman, in a most brutal manner on 

the 20th inst. – October 1842 15 

To be Sold, a valuable Freehold Estate, comprising a good Farm House and Outbuildings, 

situate at the Walkwood, in the parish of Feckenham, now in the occupation of Mr John 

Hollington, the Proprietor. – May 1843 16 

Effects of Drunkenness – Richard Boulton and Thomas Robinson – April 1847 17 

Tea Entertainment – The Crabbs Cross Wesleyans held a tea party in aid of the Chapel funds, 

which was well attended. – July 1849 17 

Marriage of Miss E. Mills to Mr Abel Smith – June 1849 18 
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Two Bad Characters – A petition is being got up, praying for mitigation of the punishment of 

William Benton and William Strain, two notorious characters from Crabbs Cross. – October 

1849 18 

Death – January 10th, at Crabb’s Cross, at a very advanced age, Mr Thomas Strain. – January 

1850 18 

Incendiarism – Some persons set fire to a capacious arbour erected at an expense of 20s., 

upon a rural spot, as an accommodation for gipsey parties, &c., at the back of the Star and 

Garter Inn, Crabbs Cross. – July 1850 19 

Dastardly Act of Cruelty – Some evil disposed person killed a valuable pig, the property of 

Mr. R. Avery, of the Star and Garter Inn, at Crabb’s Cross, by beating it to death. – October 

1850 19 

Sudden Death – John Hunt, a labourer, aged 70, who was found dead in an outhouse. – 

December 1850 19 

Petty Sessions, Saturday December 10th – Assaults – Joseph Franks, of Crabbs Cross, was 

charged by Thomas Morgan, an itinerant mender of “winders,” with an assault. – December 

1853 20 

Sporting Intelligence – Redditch Races – Tuesday – Mr Heath of Crabbs Cross, needle 

manufacturer, fractured his leg whilst in the act of jumping a narrow brook near the course. 

– May 1855 20 

County Magistrates’ Office, Yesterday (Thursday) – Pocket Picking – Sarah Pillaway, of 

Crabbs Cross, was charged with stealing a half-sovereign from the person of Robert Hopes. – 

March 1856 21 

Assault – Wm. Knight , beer house keeper, of Crabbs Cross, charged Benjamin Briscoe, fish 

hook maker, with an assault at Alvechurch, on the 14th ultimo. – March 1857 21 

Death – July 21st at Crabbs Cross, Feckenham, aged 60, Sarah Aston. - 1857 21 

Card Playing – Alfred Townsend, of Crabbs Cross, was fined £2 and 16s.6d., costs for 

allowing card playing in his house on the 18th inst. August 1857 22 

Death – Oct 22nd, at Mount Pleasant, Redditch, aged 79, Mary, relict of Mr R. Stephens, for 

many years proprietor of the Star and Garter Inn, Crabbs, Cross. - 1857 22 

Died - - October 31st, at Crabb’s Cross, Feckenham, after a long illness, Ann, wife of Mr Chas. 

Mogg, aged 64. – 1857 22 
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Police Court – Assault – Preferred by William Knight, a grocer and beer-house keeper, 

residing at Crabbs Cross, against Thomas Avery, a resident . July 1858 22 

Fire – At a thatched cottage, situate at Crabbs Cross. – Fire broke out in an adjoining shed, 

which burnt rapidly, the whole premises being destroyed.  The fire seems to have been the 

work of an incendiary. – June 1859 23 

Robbery – Thomas Cook  , labourer, of Crabbs Cross was charged with stealing a hand 

engine, the property of Mr R. Humphries, of Callow Hill. – November 1859 23 

Death – January 28th, aged 60, deeply lamented, Mr Joseph Mill, of the Royal Oak Inn, 

Crabbs Cross, much respected. – February 1860 24 

Gas Light – The inhabitants of Headless Cross are generally in favour of lighting with gas, 

and arrangements are on foot by which it will be supplied by Mr Clift.  It is also intended to 

supply Crabbs Cross and Astwood Bank with gas. – March 1860 24 

Marriage of Harvey Miles and Ann Eades – December 1860 24 

Methodist chapel, Inkberrow – Mr Scriven, Crabbs Cross is to build the chapel. – October 

1861 25 

Death – February 10th, after a lingering illness, Mr Thomas Hemming, cabinet maker, 

Crabb’s Cross, near Redditch. – February 1862 25 

Petty Sessions, Monday – Fowl Stealing – Frederick Meddings and William Pinfield, were 

charged with stealing a tame hen fowl, the property of William Knight, of Crabbs Cross, 

beerhouse keeper. – August 1862 25 

Juvenile Offenders – John Hemus, James Chambers, Stephen Wyers, Able Strain, Arthur 

Strain, and Wm. Braithwaite, were charged with damaging a fence, the property of Mr 

Eades, of Crabbs Cross. – September 1862 26 

Serious charge of Perjury and Forgery – September 1862 26 

Serious Charge – Rebecca Wiggett, of Crabbs Cross, was charged with having uttered a 

forged receipt and been guilty of perjury. – September 1862 27 

Fatal Accident – Daughter of James Ellis – December 1863 27 

Inquest – James Ellis – December 1863 28 

Assault – Ephraim Eades, labourer, was charged with assaulting John Hollington, at Crabbs 

Cross. – February 1864 28 

Assault – Thomas Strain was charged with assaulting Charles Hill. – April 1864 28 
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Assault: Richard Canadine , living at the Crown Inn, Crabbs Cross, was charged by Elizabeth 

Mills, also residing at Crabbs Cross, with assaulting and beating her. – September 1864 29 

A sad accident befell Mr W. Knight, beerhouse keeper and timber hallier of Crabbs Cross. – 

He leaves a widow and six daughter. - May 1865 29 

Death – Cox – September 27th, at Crabbs Cross, Redditch, after a few days illness, illness of 

cholera, Mr William Cox, for many years landlord of the White Hart Hotel, Headless Cross, 

respected by all who knew him. – September 1865 29 

Brutal Assault – Four to One – Thomas Stram, of Crabbs Cross, grocer, severally charged 

Joseph Danks, Emma Mills and Harriet Mills with assaulting him, and Henry Mills with 

threatening his life. - December 1865 30 

An Impudent Swindle – A heartless swindle was successfully practised on a respectable 

widow, names Mogg, living at Crabbs Cross. – May 1866 31 

An Impudent Swindle – A heartless swindle was successfully practised on a respectable 

widow, names Mogg, living at Crabbs Cross. – May 1866 32 

John Cox was charged by Harriet Andrews with assault. – January 1867 33 

Bankrupt – Thomas Strain, grocer and butcher, Crabbs Cross. – June 1867 33 

Death – February 28th, at Crabb’s Cross, Feckenham, aged 75 years, Mr William Strain. – 

March 1870 33 

Beerhouse Offence – James Ladds, of Crabbs Cross, was summoned for selling beer during 

prohibited hours. – April 1870 34 

More Police Wanted – May 1870 34 

Allowing Gambling – James Ladds, of Crabbs Cross, beerhouse keeper, was charged with 

permitting this offence. – November 1870 34 

Novel Point in Turnpike Law – July 1870 35 

Liquidation – The case of Solomon Eades, farmer and innkeeper, of Crabbs Cross. – 

December 1876 35 

Crabbs Cross Stock Sale – Star and Garter Hotel – October 1877 36 

Ombersley – Presentation to Mr William Greenhill, who is leaving to take charge of the 

Crabbs Cross Board School, at a salary of £120. – December 1877 37 

Liquidation – Thomas Bailey, chemist and grocer of Crabbs Cross, has filed his petition for 

liquidation, with liabilities. – July 1877 37 
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Attention was called to the case of a man named Robinson, of Crabbs Cross, who has two 

children suffering from scarlet fever. – July 1878 38 

Petty Sessions, Wednesday – John Hunt, of Crabbs Cross, was summoned by C. Gander, 

inspector of nuisances, for neglecting to comply with a notice to make certain alteration 

upon his property, for the purpose of removing a nuisance. – January 1878 39 

Renewed without comment, except in the case of Thomas Styler, of the Royal Oak Inn, 

Crabbs Cross who was cautioned. – August 1881 39 

Petty Sessions – Wednesday – Arrears – Thomas Wells, Crabbs Cross, was sentenced to one 

month’s imprisonment for neglecting to comply with an order to contribute towards the 

support of his son now on board the Formidable, training ship.  – December 1881 40 

Christmas Doings – The annual dinner to the poor of Headless Cross and Crabbs Cross was 

given at the Star and Garter Inn, Crabbs Cross. - 1881 40 

Assault – Henry Johnson, William Freeman and John Petiford charged with assaulting 

William Morris, of Crabbs Cross. – January 1882 40 

Case Dismissed – Henry Harris, Crabbs Cross, was charged with trespassing in pursuit of 

game on land belonging to Sir W. Throckmorton, Bart. – March 1882 41 

Thunderstorm – During the storm, hailstones of remarkably large size fell at Crabbs Cross 

and inflicted considerable damage on the crops. – May 1882 41 

Threats – Arthur Lewis charged with using threats to Mr William Heath, needle 

manufacturer, at Crabbs Cross. – August 1882 42 

Rick Fire – August 1882 42 

Arrears – Thomas Wells, Crabbs Cross, was summoned for payment towards the 

maintenance of his son on board the Navy ship Formidable. – September 1882 42 

Bankrupt – Samuel Thomas, Crabbs Cross, near Redditch, needle and fish hook 

manufacturer. – December 1882 43 

Service of Song – April 1883 43 

Petty Sessions – Alleged Theft of a Horse Rug – Richard  and Sarah Barker. – May 1883 44 

School Board – The usual monthly meeting of the Feckenham School Board was called at the 

Crabbs Cross Schools. – June 1883 44 

A child aged ten years, daughter of Richard Barker, Crabbs Cross, was found dead in a soft 

water cistern, sunk in the ground at the back of the house. – June 1883 45 



14 

 

School Board – June 1883 45 

A Child Drowned in a Cistern – Bertha Maria Barker, aged ten years. – June 1883 46 

Inquest on the body of the illegitimate child of Louisa Wilkins, which was born at Crowder’s  

Row, Crabbs Cross. – August 1883 46 

Bankrupt - In re Thomas Mills – The debtor described as residing and carrying on business as 

a grocer, and also journeyman needle maker, at Crabbs Cross, filed his petition for 

liquidation, with liabilities. – August 1883 47 

A Defaulter – Thomas Wells, Crabbs Cross for neglecting to contribute towards the support 

of his son on board an industrial training ship, was sentenced to a month’s hard labour. – 

September 1883 47 

Board of Guardians – Outbreak of measles at Crabbs Cross, where 35 cases had been 

invaded. – May 1884 48 

Support of Son – William Wells, Crabbs Cross was summoned for £1. 18s., arrears of 

payment for maintenance of his son in an industrial school.  He had previously been 

sentenced on five occasions. – June 1884 48 

Sureties – Solomon Eades was charged with assaulting Arthur Dickens, at Crabbs Cross. – 

August 1884 49 

Property Sale – October 1884 49 

Rough Horseplay – Joseph Hawtin, needle maker, was charged with having assaulted a boy 

named Charles Frederick Croxall. – August 1885 50 

A Water Rate Question – Reuben Cannadine, innkeeper, Crabbs Cross, was summoned by the 

East Worcestershire Water Company for arrears of rate. – July 1886 51 

Flower Show at Crabb’s Cross – September 1886 52 

Board of Guardians – Complaint by Mr Haywood, of Sillins, of a nuisance arising from the 

blowing of a steam-whistle at the works of Mr Heath, of Crabbs Cross. – October 1886 53 

Petty Sessions – Wednesday – Dishonest Servant – November 1886 54 

Nutting – Thomas Whillis and Thomas Crow of Crabbs Cross, were sentenced to 14 days’ 

hard labour in default of paying a fine. – September 1887 54 

The Bankruptcy Act 1883 – Receiving Orders  - November 1887 55 

Redditch – Friday – Publicans and their Customers – December 1887 55 
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A most successful meeting of Conservatives and Unionists was held at the Star and Garter 

Hotel, Crabbs Cross. – March 1888 56 

Assaulting a Wife – John Ballard, Crabbs Cross, - February 1889 56 

Bankrupt – Ainge, Mary Ann, Crabbs Cross, Ipsley, Warwickshire, beerhouse keeper, July 

13th. - 1889 56 

Stealing the Property of a Worcester Woman – August 1889 57 

No Lamp – Henry Price pleaded guilty to riding a tricycle at Crabbs Cross without a lamp. – 

October 1889 57 

Deed of Arrangement – William Heath, jun., trading as William Heath and Sons and 

Shrimpton and Heath, needle and cycle manufacturers, Neveux Works, Crabbs Cross. – 

October 1889 58 

Hertford Works, Crabbs Cross, Redditch – Valuable Leasehold Property – To be sold by 

auction - August 1890 59 

School Board – The Attendance Officer reported that the attendance at Crabbs Cross school 

was very unsatisfactory, owing to a large number of parents refusing to pay the school fees. 

– October 1890 60 

School Board – The usual monthly meeting of the School Board took place at Crabbs Cross. – 

February 1891 61 

Bankrupt – Frederick George Heath – April 1891 61 

A Gang of Young Ruffians were charged with doing malicious damage to property at Crabbs 

Cross. – June 1891 62 

Feckenham School Board – The Clerk called attention to the necessity of enlarging the girl’s 

school at Crabbs Cross in consequence of the increased attendance. – October 1891 62 

Attempted Suicide – Solomon Eades, off Crabbs Cross, coal merchant, was brought up on a 

charge of attempting to commit suicide by cutting his throat. – December 1891 63 

Charge of Stealing Faggots – July 1892 64 

Club and Institute at Crabbs Cross – October 1893 64 

To be Sold by Auction – October 1893 65 

A village club and institute has been established at Crabbs Cross, the old Crown Inn, 

belonging to Mr E. M. Colman. – November 1893 66 
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Feckenham School Board – March 1894 67 

Parliament Last Night – Mr Austen Chamberlain presented a petition from Crabbs Cross in 

favour of Sunday closing. – April 1894 67 

Sir Edmund Lechmere M.P. at Crabbs Cross – April 1894 68 

A Pheasantry for Sale – June 1894 69 

Conservative League – A meeting was held at the Star and Garter Hotel, for the purpose of 

opening a lodge of the National Conservative League. – June 1894 70 

Feckenham School Board – The Attendance Officer reported that measles were still prevalent 

in the Crabbs Cross school district. – July 1894 71 

Evening Continuation Schools – October 1894 71 

The Magistrates at Alcester Petty Sessions – January 1895 72 

Game Dealer – February 1895 72 

Feckenham School Board – March 1895 73 

Gales – At Crabbs Cross great damage was done. – March 1895 74 

Recreation ground for Crabb’s Cross – April 1895 74 

Recreation Ground – A well attended public meeting was held at the Board Schools, presided 

over by Mr E. M. Coleman. – May 1895 75 

Assaulting the Police – Thomas Eades, labourer, Crabbs Cross, was charged with assaulting 

P.C. Penn, at Crabbs Cross, on Sept. 7th. - 1895 75 

A School Needed at Ipsley – September 1895 76 

The annual show of the Crabbs Cross, Ipsely, and Hunt End Hospital Society was held in the 

grounds of the Star and Garter Hotel. – September 1895 77 

Feckenham School Board – The Clerk submitted Sergeant Lakeman’s reply respecting the 

introduction of military drill in Astwood Bank and Crabbs Cross Boys’ Schools. – October 

1895 78 

After Eight Years  - Ernest Barlow, butcher, charged with desertion from the 19th Hussars, at 

Aldershot. – November 1895 79 

Bursting of a Grindstone - A man named Thomas Morris, aged 60, a painter, residing at 

Crabbs Cross, met with his death at the Enfield Cycle Works, Hunt End. – September 1899 79 
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By Direction of the Owner  - All that valuable freehold dwelling house with farm buildings. – 

Now in the occupation of Mr E. Styler, yearly tenant. – August 1900 80 

Sudden Death of the Vicar of Feckenham – Rev. Alfred Marshall – June 1900 80 

Death of Joseph Mason, a veteran of the Crimean war, died at Crabbs Cross rather suddenly, 

at the age of 76 from a paralytic seizure. – November 1901 81 

Crabbs Cross Soldier Killed – Lance Corporal Ernest Widdus – November 1914 81 

Worcesters happy with their hardwork – Corporal Edward Osborne, of the 1st Worcesters, 

writing to his mother at Crabbs Cross. - December 1914 82 

Midland Men – Private A. G. V. Grier, of the 1st North Staffordshire Regiment, formerly of 

Crabbs Cross, has been killed in action in France. – December 1914 82 

Crabbs Cross Soldier a Prisoner – Private A. Dickens, of the 1st Battalion Rifle Brigade, who 

was some time age reported as missing, has written to his father, at Crabbs Cross, from 

Doeberitz. – January 1915 83 

Commission for Crabb’s Cross Schoolmaster – Mr R. Griffith – February 1915 83 

News has been  received about Private James Booker, of the 3rd Worcesters, who lived at 

Crabbs Cross, has been killed while serving at a look out from the trenches. – March 1915

 84 

Private Albert Mogg, of the Worcesters had a narrow escape from death. – March 1915 84 

Children on Licensed Premises – George Bowen, landlord of the Fleece Hotel, Crabbs Cross. - 

Interesting Point in Redditch Case – April 1915 85 

Private Victor Hands of the 4th Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment has been killed in action 

at the Dardanelles. - July 1915 86 

Alleged Army Offence – George Henry Ingram, belonging to Crabbs Cross, lately employed as 

a clerk with a munitions firm. – November 1916 86 

Midland Roll of Honour – Albert Shrimpton and Harry Wheeler, respectively, have both been 

killed in action in France. – July 1917 87 

D.C.M. and Promotion – Mr Gilbert Grier of a well-known military family of Crabbs Cross, has 

been gazetted second lieutenant and recommended for the D.C.M. – May 1917 87 

Alleged Theft from B.S.A. – December 1918 88 

As a result of the floor of a room in which an auction was being conducted at Crabbs Cross, 

collapsing, about thirty persons fell into a cellar. – September 1925 88 
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Capt. Anthony Eden M.P., and Ex-Service Men – October 1928 89 

Children’s Christmas Party – The eighth annual Christmas treat to the school children of 

Crabbs Cross and Hunt End was given in the Council Schools.  – January 1930 90 

Mr Eden Among His Constituents – Next Week’s Meeting – October 1934 91 

Prince George – Saw Land Girl At Work – July 1934 92 

Prince George – Saw Land Girl At Work – July 1934 continued 93 

An Address was given by Professor John S. Hoyland, lecturer at Woodbrook Settlement, 

Birmingham  - July 1935 94 

Two hundred reasons to celebrate at Crabbs Cross Methodist Church – May 2012 95 
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Districts of Redditch 

(Document News of Headless Cross 1842 – 2015) 

 

Contents 

New Chapel of Ease at Ipsley – October 1842 7 

Narrow Escape at the White Hart Inn – A female named Haden, wife of Thomas Haden, hair-

dresser, of Redditch, had a very narrow escape from violent death. – November 1842 8 

Headless Cross Wesleyan Chapel – December 1848 9 

Headless Cross Wesleyan Chapel – March 1857 11 

The Child-Burial Case – May 1857 12 

St Luke’s – In reference to the alleged refusal of the rector to have the body of a child taken 

into the church – May 1857 13 

The Alleged refusal to bury a child – May 1857 14 

Church Festival – The anniversary of the opening of St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross was 

celebrated. – October 1857 16 

Accident at Headless Cross – A fearful accident occurred at the village wake, in the presence 

of hundreds of spectators, to a little boy. – July 1859 17 

The inhabitants of this place are generally in favour of lighting with gas. – March 1860 17 

St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross – It is proposed to enlarge it so as to obtain at the least 200 

additional free sittings. – October 1866 18 

Church Enlargement – The Baroness Windsor has given the handsome sum of £200., towards 

the proposed enlargement of the church at this place. – October 1866 19 

To Builders – Persons desirous of tendering for the work of partially taking down and re-

building and enlarging the Church of St Luke, Headless Cross. – February 1867 19 

St Luke’s Church – The tender of Mr Scriven – April 1867 19 

Concert in aid of a fund for the purchase of land at Headless Cross whereon to erect a 

chapel. – June 1867 20 
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St Luke’s Church, Headless – new church consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester. – 

April 1868 21 

St Luke’s Church, Headless – new church consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester. – 

April 1868 continued 22 

St Luke’s Church, Headless – new church consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester. – 

April 1868 continued 23 

St Luke’s Church, Headless – new church consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester. – 

April 1868 continued 24 

St Luke’s Church, Headless – new church consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester. – 

April 1868 continued 25 

St Luke’s Church, Headless – new church consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester. – 

April 1868 continued 26 

St Luke’s Church, Headless – new church consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester. – 

April 1868 continued 27 

To Builder, Contractors, and Others – The Trustees of the Headless Cross Wesleyan chapel 

invite tenders for enlarging and altering school and erecting new chapel and class rooms. – 

June 1873 27 

Four memorial stones of a new Wesleyan chapel at Headless Cross were laid. – September 

1873 28 

Opening of a New Wesleyan Chapel 29 

Headless Cross branch of the Independent Mutual Brethren Friendly Society, held their 

anniversary dinner at the Park Inn. – September 1880 30 

Funeral Under the Burials Act – November 1880 30 

Druids’ Fete – Redditch Equalized District Druids – July 1881 31 

Headless Cross, near Redditch – Freehold Beerhouse, the “Seven Stars,” and Dwelling Houses 

– To be sold by Auction – By order of the Trustees under the will of the late Mr John Duggins. 

– August 1881 32 

Club Anniversaries – Headless Cross branch of the Independent Mutual Brethren. – 

September 1881 33 

An accident has occurred at the reservoir which has been erected at Headless Cross by the 

East Worcestershire Water Company. – April 1882 34 
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The Outfall at Headless Cross – April 1882 35 

Headless Cross Allotment Association – The fourth annual horticultural show of this society 

was held in the grounds adjoining the White Hart Hotel. – August 1886 35 

Absurd Conduct of a Sexton 36 

Temperance Hall – A concert and entertainment was given by the Headless Cross section of 

“The Venetian Choir,” when there was a large attendance. – December 1892 37 

A Storm – March 1895 38 

The Storm – March 1895 continued 39 

Gales – At Headless Cross the damage was most serious. – The large Wesleyan Chapel which 

was erected less than 20 years ago suffered terribly. – March 1895 40 

A Chapel Wrecked – March 1895 41 

Headless Cross – The ceremony of laying the memorial stones of the new Wesleyan Chapel 

took place, in the presence of a large gathering. – July 1896 42 

Vicar and Curate – Remarkable Scenes in church – October 1896 43 

A Vicar and his Curate – October 1896 44 

The Death took place at Redditch, on Monday night of George Harris, who for some years 

figured prominently as a goalkeeper with the Aston Villa and other well-known teams. – July 

1910 44 

Lady and Vicar – Parishoner’s curious conduct. – November 1910 45 

Charge Against Footballer Dismissed – Christopher Buckley, of Marsden Road, Redditch, 

farmer was charged with assaulting Henry Rodgers, needle maker, at Ipsley. – September 

1912 46 

The Funeral of Mr John Johnson, architect and builder, of Redditch, whose death occurred at 

his residence, The Rookery, Headless Cross. – March 1914 47 

Headless Cross Wesleyans’ Scheme – A school for developing Sunday school work has been 

undertaken by the Wesleyan Methodists of Headless Cross. – April 1914 48 

Death of the Rev. S. Baber – Rector of St Luke’s Church, Headless Cross. – April 1914 49 

New Redditch Rector – Rev. L. W. Compton, at present curate of Kidderminster Parish 

Church. – May 1914 50 
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Valuable Freehold Properties – 205-211 Evesham Road, Headless Cross – 27 & 29 Evesham 

Road, Headless Cross – 25 Evesham Road, Headless Cross. – 17-23 Evesham Road, Headless 

Cross. – April 1914 51 

District Education Committee – The Headless Cross infants school was full and fourteen 

children had been refused admission. – June 1914 52 

The Torpedoing of the Lusitania – Headless Cross gentleman missing. – May 1915 53 

The Torpedoing of the Lusitania – Headless Cross gentleman missing. – May 1915 continued

 54 

Headless Cross School Accommodation – July 1915 55 

A Patriotic Family at Headless Cross – Mr Charles Griffin, of 40 Evesham Road, Headless 

Cross has four sons in the Army. – June 1916 56 

Serious Factory Fire at Redditch – Brigade Hampered by Snow and Lack of Horses. – January 

1917 57 

The war has taken its toll of lives of men in the army from the Headless Cross and Crabbs 

Cross district, over 40 having paid the great sacrifice. – October 1917 58 

Headless Cross – Fall of a Bakehouse – On Friday morning in last week the upper portion of a 

bakehouse, the property of Mrs Pretty, in the centre of the village, collapsed. – March 1918

 58 

Headless Cross – Fire in a Wood:  Brigade Unable to Obtain Horses. – July 1918 59 

Life Saved by Bible – Private S. G. Evans, who was posted as missing in July, but who was a 

prisoner of war in Germany, explains that a Bible that he always carried, deflected the bullet 

which caused his wound. – October 1918 60 

Champion Walker Killed in Action – Official news has been received by Mr E. Quiney, of 

Headlesss Cross, Redditch, that his son, Corporal T. Quiney, was killed in action on 29th 

September – October 1918 60 

Headless Cross – St Luke’s Church: Private Prayer – September 1939 61 

The sixteenth birthday meeting of the Headless Cross Women’s Institute was held in the 

Methodist Schoolroom. – December 1945 62 

New Junior School at Headless Cross – June 1957 63 

New Junior School at Headless Cross – June 1957 continued 64 

Road looks set to stay open – March 1982 65 
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Old tower saved by a damsel – November 1985 66 

Old tower saved by a damsel – November 1985 continued 67 

Campaigners trying to stop homes being built on Headless Cross Green have won their 

lengthy battle. – September 1999 67 

Historic union – April 2007 68 

New Headless Cross church is named – June 2009 68 

Enthusiastic response to Headless Cross Green renovation plans – October 2009 69 

Community orchard work starts in Headless Cross – November 2009 69 

Have your say on plans for new Headless Cross community centre – January 2010 70 

First tree planted at new Headless Cross community orchard – March 2010 71 

Dry spell is putting new orchard at risk – May 2011 72 

Celebration event in Headless Cross orchard – September 2011 73 

May Fayre on Headless Cross Green – April 2012 74 

There is plenty of a-peel for families – October 2012 75 

Church bell is ringing again 76 

Bound to ap-peel:  Apple day for the community orchard 77 

Enjoying the fruits of their labour – October 2013 78 

Green-Fingered residents – April 2014 79 

Hundreds flock to Headless Cross Green for Mayfair – May 2014 80 

Apple Day – September 2014 81 

Core activities prove a hit with everybody – October 2014 82 

Core activities prove a hit with everybody October 2014 continued 83 

In fine voice – December 2014 84 

Sitting Pretty – Headless Cross Community Orchard has welcomed the arrival of a new bench 

for visitors. – February 2015 85 
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Districts of Redditch 

(Document Webheath 1831 – 2007) 

 

Contents 

Partnership Dissolved – Edman Harris and Esau Harris – July 1831 9 

Freehold Houses and Land at Webheath – To be Sold by Auction – June 1835 10 

Separation of Webheath from the parish of Tardebigge – March 1841 11 

Death – Mr John Callow aged 72, at his residence, Webheath. – February 1843 11 

Bromsgrove Petty Sessions – Jonathan Holloway was charged by Martin Chairman, of 

Webheath, with neglecting to point a quantity of wire. – February 1843 11 

Notice to Debtors and Creditors – Estate of Mr John Callow – February 1843 12 

To be Sold by Auction – Farming Stock – Mrs Susanna Ladbury – Hill Top Farm, Webheath

 12 

Another “Benefit” Club – March 1844 13 

Death – Elizabeth Cox aged 92 – March 1844 13 

Assault – Henry Pritchett, shoemaker was convicted of assaulting John Harris of Webheath, 

brickmaker. – April 1844 13 

Thomas Paddock  charged with assaulting Edwin Charmer of Webheath. – May 1845 14 

Bromsgrove Petty Sessions – Poor Rates – November 1846 14 

Absenting from Employment – William Andrews, needlemaker, of Webheath, charged 

Benjamin Yoxall with absenting himself from his employ. – November 1846 14 

Assaults – October 1847 15 

A Liberal Landlord – The Hon. R. H. Clive has, in the most kind and considerate manner, 

returned half the amount of the year’s rent to the various tenants of the allotments at 

Redditch, Webheath and the Lickey in consequence of the failure of the potato crops. – 

September 1848 15 

To be sold by auction – All that desirable Estate called “Hill Top” – November 1848 16 
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To be sold by auction – All that desirable Estate called “Hill Top” – November 1848 continued

 17 

Burglary at Redditch – The cottage of Joseph Wilkes, of Webheath, brickmaker for Hon. H. R. 

Clive, was entered by some burglars. – January 1849 18 

Capabilities of the Soil – January 1850 18 

Health of the Town- November 1851 19 

Attempted poisoning at Webheath – A diabolical attempt at murder was perpetrated at 

Webheath. – May 1852 20 

Messrs. William Andrews and Esau Harris appointed overseers – April 1853 20 

Inquest – A rumour having got abroad that a woman named Anne Southall, who died 

suddenly lately at Webheath, had been starved to death. – April 1853 21 

Obstructing the Highway – John Sealey, hallier, was summoned to answer the information 

and complaint of Mr W. Owens, road surveyor, for constantly leaving his carts by the side of 

the turnpike road at Webheath. – June 1853 22 

Police Case – William Kings of Webheath, charged with being drunk and disorderly and very 

abusive to the police constable. – September 1853 22 

Poor Rates – October 1853 23 

A Webheath “Scrimmage” – Sally Sealey charged Mrs Danks with a “barbarious” assault 

near the dwelling place of the latter. – August 1854 23 

Bromsgrove, Public Office – Beerhouse Information – John Sealey, of Webheath, was 

charged with having his house open after hours. – March 1857 24 

Trespassing in Pursuit of Game – William Charman – July 1857 24 

Redditch – Accident – March 1858 25 

Marriage – Mr James Morrall to Miss Mary Harris – October 1858 25 

Marriage – Mr William Gibbons to Miss Kezia Yoxall – November 1858 25 

Caution to Beerhouse Keepers – Mr John Sealey, of Webheath, beerhouse-keeper, was 

charged by P.C. Alfred State, with keeping his house open twenty minutes past 11 o’clock. - 

May 1861 26 

Suicide – Sarah James – July 1861 26 
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Diabolical Attempt at Wholesale Murder – July 1862 27 

William Charmer of Webheath, against whom there was a previous conviction, was charged 

with stealing two ducks and a drake. – February 1863 28 

Assault  - Joseph Hill charged police-constable Berry of assaulting him. – March 1864 29 

Death – February 24th, at Webheath near Redditch, aged 62, Catherine, wife of Mr Joseph 

Stacey. - 1864 29 

Death – April 13th, at Webheath near Redditch, aged 37, Mr Thomas William Purver, police 

officer. - 1865 29 

Hill Top Farm – To be Sold by Auction – Live and Dead Farming Stock – The property of Mr 

John Tipping, of the Hill Top Farm, who is leaving the same. – May 1865 30 

Housebreaking – William Charmer, Webheath, was charged with breaking open the dwelling 

house of Joseph Palmer, of Brockhill Lane. – June 1865 31 

Game Case – Alfred Cox charged with trespassing. – November 1865 31 

Shooting at a Policeman’s Window – March 1867 32 

Death – September 17th, at Webheath, Mary Ann Purver, aged 40, widow of Mr Wm. 

Purver. – September 1867 32 

Important Sale – At Hill Top Farm, Webheath – Executors of the late Mrs Cotterill of Hill Top 

Farm, Webheath – April 1867 33 

Eli Hill charged with committing an assault upon George Shekells at Webheath. – March 

1868 34 

Death – April 19th, at Webheath, aged 75, Mary, widow of Mr William French. – May 1868

 34 

A site for a chapel of ease has been given by R. Hemming, Esq ., and the Baroness Windsor 

will defray the cost of the building, with such assistance as can be obtained from the 

Diocesan Church Building Society and the Incorporated Society. – August 1868 34 

Ayrshire Cows and Heifers – Mr John Cotterell, Hill Top Farm, Webheath – 14 years importer 

of the above breed of cattle. – November 1868 35 

Death – December 4th, at Webheath, aged 56, Sarah, wife of Mr William Pace. – December 

1868 35 

New Church – The foundation stone of the intended new church to be built at Webheath, as 

a chapel of ease to the parent church at Tardebigge, was laid. – May 1869 35 
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Death – May 15th, at Webheath, aged 46, Mr Jas. Andrews. – May 1869 35 

Death – October 18th, at Webheath, aged 12, Julia, daughter of Mr Caleb Davis. – October 

1869 36 

Property Sale – Mr W. Cotton submitted for sale by auction, at the Fox and Goose Inn. – 

Several lots of copyhold pasture land, situate at Webheath, including Hill Top Farm. – 

December 1869 36 

Death – December 31st, at Guerdons, Webheath, aged 78, Sarah, widow of Joseph Allcock. – 

January 1870 36 

Marriage – January 19th, at Tardebigge Church by the Rev. A. G. Porter, curate of 

Webheath, Mr John Shinton of Redditch, to Mrs Eliza Powell, of Foxlydiate. – February 1870

 36 

The consecration by the Bishop of Worcester of St Philip’s Church, Webheath. – March 1870

 37 

Highway Offence – John Sealey, of Webheath, was summoned for being at an improper 

distance from his waggon, at Alvechurch. – March 1870 38 

Death – Apri 16th, at Foxlydiate, Webheath, aged 84, Sarah, widow of Mr George Dring. – 

April 1870 38 

Death – April 20th at Major’s row, Webheath, aged 58, John Hawkes. – May 1870 38 

St Philip’s Church – A great addition has now been made to this church by the erection of the 

reredos, which , although it was a portion of the original plan, was not completed and ready 

for fixing until recently.  – July 1870 38 

Death – October 10th, at Webheath, aged 83, Elizabeth, widow of the late William Millward, 

The Cherry Trees Farm, Tardebigge. – October 1870 39 

The New Church of St Philip, at Webheath, was designed by Mr Preedy, and erected at the 

cost of the late Baroness Windsor, on a site given by Richard Hemming, Esq., of Bentley 

Manor. – April 1871 39 

Death – January 2nd, at Webheath, aged 82, Margaret, widow of Mr John Styles. – January 

1872 39 

Death – February 19th, at Bromsgrove Road, Webheath, aged 70, the widow of Thomas 

Ballard. – March 1872 39 

A well-attended meeting of agricultural labourers was held at the Crown Inn, Webheath. – 

March 1872 40 
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Serious Gun Accident – James Houghton aged fourteen. – December 1872 40 

Petty Sessions – Assault by Joshua Davis on William Andrew, Innkeeper, at Webheath. – 

December 1872 41 

A Magistrate on Short Measure – William Andrews, Rose and Crown, Webheath, was 

summoned for having two quarts and four pint jugs, each about half a quarter short. – 

December 1874 41 

Concert – An amateur concert was given in the school-room, Webheath, in aid of the church 

expenses. – November 1875 42 

Death – March 20th, at Spring Vale, Webheath, aged 63, William Millward. – March 1877

 42 

Local Census Records – April 1881 43 

A Singular Case – Mrs Emma Perks, of Webheath, was summoned for discharging a pistol at 

Maria Ann Griffiths. – September 1881 43 

Failure – George Hawkewsood, grocer and butcher, of Webheath, has filed his petition for 

liquidation with liabilities. – January 1882 44 

Sale of Property and Gas Shares – Mr J. A. Smith (Smith and Wright) offered for sale a 

copyhold estate at Webheath, known as Hill Top Farm, consisting  of house and nearly 20 

acres of land. – April 1882 44 

Alleged Breach of the Licensing Law – December 1882 45 

Agents Wanted, to represent James Parry and Sons, Needle Manufacturers, Webheath. – 

December 1882 45 

Petty Sessions – License renewal for Woodman Inn, Webheath. – September 1883 45 

Sureties – William Roberts was charged with using threats towards his wife, Mary Roberts, 

at Webheath. – July 1884 46 

Petty Sessions – Temporary Transfer of the Rose and Crown Inn, Webheath, from the late Mr 

Andrews, to his widow was granted. – November 1884 46 

Death of a Centenarian – The death of William Sealey, Webheath, was registered.  The 

deceased was 101 years of age.  His widow is over 90 years of age. – November 1884 46 

Death from Suffocation – A youth named Albert Smith, aged 17, was found dead at Mr 

Cotterell’s, Hill Top Farm, Webheath. – March 1885 47 

The Fatal Accident to Wagoners- April 1886 47 
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Using Threats – Henry Stanley charged with threatening to “throttle” Mrs Elizabeth Davis, at 

Webheath. – September 1886 48 

Caution to Bicyclists – John Vale pleaded guilty to riding a bicycle at Webheath without a 

lamp. – February 1887 48 

Alleged Brutality by Gipsies – September 1888 49 

Bull Straying – John Hencher, Webheath, was charged with allowing a bull to stray at Hill 

Top. – February 1889 49 

The Hospital Show – September 1890 50 

Church and Chapel News – June 1892 50 

Sale on Friday – Lane House Farm, Webheath – Live and Dead Farming Stock – August 1892

 51 

Rural Sanitary Authority – October 1893 51 

Riding on the Footpath – Horace Charles Gould and Ernest Digwood were charged with 

riding bicycles on the footpath at Webheath. – March 1894 52 

Parish Councils – May 1894 52 

In the House of Commons – May 1894 53 

Rural Sanitary Authority – A notification was received from the Local Government Board that 

the Royal assent had been given to the provisional order taking land belonging to Mrs 

Cheape, at Webheath, compulsorily for the purpose of sewage outfall. – August 1894 53 

A Village Club for Webheath – September 1894 54 

Lord Windsor on the Parish Councils Act – November 1894 55 

Webheath Arbitration Award – March 1895 56 

Rural District Council  - The Webheath drainage scheme was discussed . – April 1895 56 

Straying Horse – William Neale, proprietor of a travelling van, pleaded guilty to allowing a 

horse to stray at Webheath. – May 1895 56 

Rural District Council  - The Clerk (Mr Holloway) presented an estimate of the cost of draining 

Webheath. – June 1895 57 

The Death of a Birmingham Architect – September 1901 58 
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Death Sentence – Samuel Middleton, hay trusser, was sentenced to death for the murder of 

his wife at Webheath. – June 1902 59 

Front fork of his cycle suddenly snapped – John Davis, of Webheath – August 1907 59 

The Will of Mr Thomas Henry Harper – July 1914 60 

Serious Accident at Sunday School Treat – August 1914 60 

Redditch War Relief – August 1914 61 

The Redditch and District War Relief Fund – October 1914 61 

Soldier Drowned while bathing in the River Lys. – Private Alfred Court – May 1915 62 

Mr and Mrs Smout of Hill Top, Webheath, were informed that their son Alfred, who had 

been engaged in mine sweeping, could not be traced. – August 1915 62 

Military – Webheath: Lance-Sgt. O. Andrews, Cheshires, died of wounds. – September 1915

 62 

Webheath – Entertainment 63 

Redditch Petty Sessions – October 1916 63 

Sergeant A. Harris killed in Belgium on 13th October. - 1916 63 

Gunner Alfred Edgar Gibb, killed in action. – September 1917 64 

For Sale – “Westcroft” Birchfield Road, Webheath – June 1918 64 

Webheath – In Memoriam – The congregation of St Philip’s Church have placed a memorial 

tablet in the church to the memory of Private E. F. Hunt, the late organist, who fell in action 

in April of this year. – November 1918 65 

Proposed Parsonage – October 1919 66 

Fatal Quarrel at a London Club – Victor ~Stanley Murphy and ex solder, who lived in 

Redditch. – June 1921 67 

Fatal Quarrel at a London Club – Victor ~Stanley Murphy and ex solder, who lived in 

Redditch. – June 1921 continued 68 

Suicide’s Pathetic Letter – “I am worn out with pain, sleeplessness and worry.” – John 

Hemming Barker – September 1924 69 
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Hayle Native’s Clerical Appointment – The Rev. Alfred Woolcock who has been priest-in-

charge of Webheath for the past 18 months, has accepted the living of Catshill. – September 

1939 70 

St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert - December 1945 71 

St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert - December 1945 

continued 72 

St Philip’s Church, Webheath – Successful Christmas Fayre and Concert - December 1945 

continued 73 

Farewell Sermon- There was a large congregation at Evensong on Sunday at St Philip’s 

Church, Webheath, when the Rev. A. A. Bradford preached his farewell sermon. – November 

1965 74 

St Phillip’s, Webheath – Grand Fete – June 1971 75 

A Redditch vicar has decided to return to work in education after providing eight years of 

service to the Anglican church in Redditch. – September 2005 76 

Church exhibit – October 2007 77 
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