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Philip Bladon Remembers……….
Golf Hill, Redditch?

It must be true because it
appeared on a Worcestershire
County Council map; certainly
not!
In about 2002 a free
‘Information Map with Street
Index of Bromsgrove, Droitwich
and Redditch’ became available
in Redditch Library.  I picked up
a copy.

On the map near the northern end of Plymouth Road I discovered ‘Golf
Hill’ – a short section of road from the entrance to the Kingfisher
Shopping Centre’s Car Park One  direct into Oakly Road.   Visit this spot
and you’ll see it is a very steep bank – no road or path exists.

Philip Bladon
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Philip Bladon shares a memory of his
dad, John Bladon ……….
Edwin Crow, a Lay Reader, and a Milkman.

Edwin Crow was made a licensed lay reader by the Bishop of Worcester
in June 1915.  Edwin had been a devoted worker for the George Street
Mission for many years and the Bishop recognised this.   The Bishop
expressed the wish that he hoped there might be some outdoor services
and activities during the Summer months.   During the 1950’s and
1960’s Edwin often took evening services at Cookhill.
Edwin was a milkman with a bucket and churn.   He had two brothers
who were also milkmen.  Sid lived at 127 Hewell Road and Harold lived
at The Mill off Windsor Road.   Edwin’s milk depot was in Unicorn Hill,
it was also a shop owned by his Auntie. Part of Edwin’s delivery area
was Hewell Road, and arriving at a house around one o’clock if spotted
dick was on the menu this merited a longer stay.
I, (John) was born in 1920 in Hewell Road, and Edwin was my godfather

Memories of John Bladon, passed onto his son Philip
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Hewell Road in the early 1920’s
I was born at 133 Hewell Road,
grew up there, and attended Bridge
Street School.
My memories included walking
down Hewell Road with my school
friends towards Brockhill.  We
passed Terry’s Branch Works No. 2
and over the ‘Kissing Bridge’.
The drive to Shakle’s Farm was I
think opposite the Royal Enfield
Sports Ground. Both football and
cricket were played there.

Redditch’s Open-Air Swimming Pool was supplied by water from
Batchley Brook. Going towards Brockhill there were several cottages
including the first of two Keepers cottages.
We then went up the hill to Cash’s Farm, this was famous all over the
Midlands for cream.  The Redditch 5th Grove Street Scout Troop had a
camp site on this farm for several years.   One of the farmer’s daughters
married the game keeper at Hewell Grange.  He later left and became
the Head Keeper at Oakley Park, Bromfield – this was another of the
Earl of Plymouth’s houses.
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Returning, walking towards the town centre we used a path that went
over the railway and via Harold Crow’s Water Mill. This path might
have been part of an old salt route – ‘Salter’s Lane to the Abbey
Meadows’.   Many years later this land was taken over by the Midlands
Electricity Board, ‘The MEB’, and the HDA, now Mettis Aerospace.

Memories of John Bladon, passed onto his son Philip
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Philip Bladon shares a memory of his
dad, John Bladon ……….
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Hewell Road about 1910

Possibly the Farms
John is remembering



Adelaide Street
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 Adelaide  Street ( 1920’s )
This is not a personal memory but forgotten information about old
streets in Redditch.
Charles Henry Bladon,  who was my grandfather, was, I think, a private
landlord
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Philip Bladon remembers  ……….

and collected rent from two or three addresses in Adelaide Street. One
was a back to back property.
The following information was obtained from an old Property Insurance
Policy document.
“Private dwelling including domestic offices under one roof or
communicating with each   No. 27 & 29 Adelaide St.    At the rear of
27 Adelaide St. in the occupation of Shelton, Beard & Ledbury.
On building – 2 storeys – including offices adjoining situated at the
rear of 27 & 29 Adelaide St.
First Floor  A. Willis  Fish-hook Maker  as workshop containing a brick
built brazing hearth secure.
Second floor by W. Birt     Needle Maker as workshop.”
Charles Bladon lived at  9 Park Road, Redditch, however he worked in
Birmingham and as the following memo attached to the document
shows he used his business address.
“ 29 Oct 1928   Memo
Hereby agreed & declared that the interest in the Insurance by the
above policy is now transferred to, and vested in Charles Henry Bladon,
C/o Mesrs Walsh & Prest, 72a High Street, Birmingham. ”
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Orchard Street (late 1950’s/mid 1960’s)
When together with my parents and older sister moved from Astwood Bank
we came to live in South Street and I remember Harrison’s Building Yard
near  the bottom of our back garden.
We had an enormous mature Rowan Tree,  which sadly didn’t survive the
clearance and demolition in this area that was inflicted by the Redditch
Development Corporation.

Orchard Street is a hill and at the bottom, on the south-eastern corner with
Oswald Street there was Durrents and I’m sure it was a greengrocers.
On the opposite corner lived Mr Luttman, he was a plumber who always had
a spectacularly colourful front garden in Oswald Street.
Going up Orchard Street towards West Street, on the left-hand side there
was a one storey building; this was the ‘night school’ which ran evening
courses for woodwork and the building trade.  Also on the left, next was
Harrison’s Building Yard; now in that spot is the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s
Witnesses.
Harrison’s was a major building company; ‘Builders’ Merchants and
Manufacturers of Concrete Blocks’.  On their letterheads around the 1930s
it said: “Offices:  Oswald Street;   Yards: Oswald Street, Orchard Street, &
South Street”.
I wasn’t born until 1952 and cannot remember their yard in South Street.
This bit of land  was probably sold off to build a Dancing School, and a factory
unit for a local glazier Walls Glass.  I can remember both of these in South
Street.
I can also remember visiting Harrison’s  joinery workshop in Oswald Street
to collect sawdust and wood shavings for our pet hamster.

Philip Bladon
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V.E. day Street Party
in 1945 - in the
playground of Back
Hill School at the top
of Orchard Street.
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